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55 rh hot in the Lord Io, e 
= © bowels of Chrift—whom T love in the faith, and to 
tobom the love of Ghrif Math confrained me become 4 
 debier-—grace, mercy and peace be waltiplied ann you, 
ee Dri ad Cele FRO | 


cos E to dedicate this little trexiſe to you, 
1 becauſe ſometimes thoſe providences which ap- 
| Stnragtherious of the comettiniine am beat name. 
the mouth of a weak believer z but ſome of you haye 
known me from the beginning, and have been eye - 
witneſſes of moſt of the facts which I am going $0 
een allow me to make an honeſt i 
| As confeſſion, 


„ DE DIC ATI O N. 
confeſſion, my conſcience bas often laſhed me for 
not keeping a diary, or” rather minuting down the 
many conſpicuous providences of God, which have 
appeared to me in times of trouble: but I, like 
ungrateful Iſrael, went the only way to forget his 
works, and to be unmindful of the rock of my ſalvation ; 
and now I have nothing to truſt} to on this occaſion 
but my own treacherous memory, unleſs the Lord 
be pleaſed to ſend the Comforter to me; and if he 


comes, he will bring all things to remembrance, whaiſo- 


ever Gad hath ſaid unto me, in a way of providence. 
Jam ſure the earth is the Lord's and the fulneſs thereof, 
„ world and all that is therein; all the cattle of the foreſt 
are his, and ſo are the flocks of a thouſand hills—yea, the 
corn, and the wine, the oil, the wool, and the fam; yea, 
and even the wicked aeceiver, as well as the deceive . : 
are the Lord's; ; and it is he that maketh one man poor, 
and another rich; that bringeth doron, and lifieth un; 
and no man can add to the fixed flatyre of God 
whether the ſtature be in grace or in providence. ; 
Tue battle (faith the wiſe man) is nat to the firong, 
nor the race to the feoift, nor bread to men of ſtill: the 
zeak are often ſeen to win the field, and the cripple 
to win the heavenly race; and even fools to accumulate 
the greateſt fortunes. | There is no adding à cubit to this 
-flature, even in the leaſt CDI why ae 
ont 9c one 20 24: 
I T'believe God never intended me to obs 4 en 
to the rich, becauſe he has ever kept me dependent 
his providence; and if I had been rich; I might 
*3 --#: A | Me 


on 
BOT 


Ans 


Dre 
bave been tempted to truſt in uncertain riches ; and 
I know well, that where the treaſure is, there will the 
heart be alſo. It muſt be a hard taſk to preach againſt 


covetouſneſs, while the heart is a trading at the ſtocks. 
I fear this is the caſe with ſome who are called. mi- 


viſters; but fin always brings its own puniſhment 


with it: ſuch can have no communion with Gad, 
nor peace of conſcience 3 for it is fin that ſeparatetn 
between God and the ſoul, and the love of money is 
: the root of all evil. Nor have I any room to believe 


oY that God ever intended me for a preacher 10 pleaſe 


Phariſees, becauſe he hath for many years given me 
an humbling fight, and a deep. ſenſe, of .my own 
wretched depravity : ſo that I dare not place any 
confidence in the fleſh, nor even in the fruits of faith— 
| knowing that a man can merit nothing, allowing that 
he were able to keep the law perfefily—HWhen ye have 
| done all theſe things ſay, ** We are unprofitable ſervants ; 
„ wwe have done no more than was tur duly to do.” But 
I come iofinitely ſhort of doing all; therefore can 
never boaſt of doing a part. By nature we are all 
fond of à ſpecious form of religion, and God per- 
| mitted me to uſe a dry form for many years; but he 
never regarded any of thoſe prayers put up by me, 
nor removed the guilt of my fin, in anſwer to them: 
therefore, to uſe an Engliſh proverb, 7 ſhall never 
Jptak well of that bridge, _ it n me ſafe over 
the fiream. 5 
I know that God tells us 10 turn 1 thoſe 
pd who hav «frm of hu a op the Nur A 
WR 


| becauſe he has kept me dependent by aich on him- 


y_ „ 
1 
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and dry forms of devotion, uſed by people who deny | 


the grace and Spirit of God, is no better than a ſtage 
for antichriſt, a varziſh for /g fepulchres, Matt. xxiii. 27. ; 


an apparel for harlots, Th. i Iv. I.; a winding Mert for 


- phariſces, | Iſa. XXX. I.; 4 bribe of dead works put into 


the hands of an honeſt conſcience, Heb. N. 14.1 4 
trading flock for blind guides, Iſa. Ivi. 11.; a diſh of 
h»/ſks to ſtifle conviction, Luke XV. 16.; 4 mongrel 
ſervice offered to God and mammon, „Matt. vi. 24. 
the mimicry of hypocrites, Matt. xv. 8.; a farting bole | 
to ſhun he crols, Ila. xii. 22.3 ; ang e 5 if | 
refuge. | 

Goa "Perf me for many years fo try. White this 
form of devotion would do for me; but like the poor 


woman in the go!) pel, 'F Zot whrſe inflead "of better + 


therefore I was obliged to lay it by, and let the words 


of 1 my mouth be the meditationsnf n my heart, In this way 
the Holy Ghoſt belped my infirmities ; therefore 1 mit 

preach up ſpiritual prayer and as Chriſt anſwered 
the Spirit's call, I muff preach up Jeſus as the eternal 
God, that hears and anſwers prayer: This is a part 
of the miniſtry” which T have received of the Lord, and 3 


8 hope through grace to Take heed to it,” and Fulfl i it, 


I believe God intended chat . mould 5 Teach Faith, 


ſelf both for ſpiritual and temporal ſupplies ; and 1 
am perſuaded that he intended me for a miniſter to- 


the ignorant 2 and to the poor to t the ignorant, be⸗ 


caſe he ſent me. to preach, and gaye me many ſeals 


5 10 my W before Tcould read a chapter in the 


| 8 N bible 


DEDICATION. vii 
bible with propriety to the poor, becauſe he ſent 
me without a penny in my pocket :—therefore as 2 
miniſter of the poor I hope to magnify mine office. 

The vanity of wordly wiſdom the excellency of 
divine knowledge—the uncertainty of worldly riches 
—the preciouſneſs of faith's wealth—the bleſſed re- 
: Jigion of Jeſus, and the inſufficiency of human in- 

 ventions—all theſe ſeem to be ſome of the things be- 
longing to the goſpel which is committed to my 
h truſt; and 1 know that it becomes a fleward to be 

Found faithful, and not to waſte his maſter's goods. 
What further convinces me of my being appointed 
by God for a preacher to the poor is this, That the 
many ſeals of my miniſtry confiſt chiefly of the poor, 
| both i in town, and country; fo that I can adopt with 
propriety the language of the apoſtle, and, ſay, Tau 
ſee pour calling, brethren, bow that not many wiſe men 
after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are called : 
but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world to con- 
| found the wiſe ; and God hath choſen the weak things of 
ile world to confound the things that are mighty ; and baſe 
* things of the world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath 
God choſen ; yea, and things which are mot, to bring ta 
.nought things that are, that no fas frould glory in bis pre» + 
ſence, 1 Cor. i. 27, * Ay | 
Although, my miniſtry i is chiefly among the poor, 
yet it is a copy the Saviour has ſet, and it js very 
much like his own : for no man can prove Jeſus a 
| rich man after. the fleſh, nor a ſcholar after the fleſh, 
| nor r þ dorier after the fleſh, nor a ns, ae the 
; * S” fleſh, 


4 


— 
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: fleſh. And as for the followers of his perſonal n mi- 
niſtry, they were poor; for unto the poor the goſpel was 


preached and thoſe who received the glad tidings 
were babes in human knowledge—T thank thee, O Fa- 


| ther, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haßt hid theſe 


things from the Wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them 
znto babes; even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemeth good in thy 


fight. Let us then take all the encouragement which 


God has given us, to be contented in our reſpective ſta- 
tions, even though it be in ſervitude ; for Jeſus was 
among men as one that ſeryeth.— As Chriſt himſelf then 
is entirely on our ſide of the queſtion—let us ever- 
more rejoice in this glorious pattern. 

One reaſon for my writing this treatiſe i is, becauſe 
we are often tempted to believe that God takes no 


Fo notice of our temporal concerns. As the thoughts 


of the ſalvation of our ſouls ly near our hearts, and 
as that is of the greateſt importance, we think God 


will not forget that ; but as for our private concerns 
in life, we ſuppoſe that they are beneath his notice - 
and inſpection.— This latter is a temptation from the 


devil; and ſuch I hope I Wan make | it appear in the | 


| following treatiſe. _ þ. 1 


Another reaſon why I Ee wrote this book is, ie 


the word of God abounds with many fimilar circum- 
ſtances of the divine providence of God; ſuch as, 


changing the colour of Jacob's s flocks and herds—the 


Lord making 4 braham rich in cattle —feeding the pro- 
 - phet by a raven—multiplying the widow's oil and meal— 


l 5 2 the _ out et purſe or ſerip—feeding 


Tjrael 
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Jad in the wilderneſs with manna—and cutting off 
that rich glutton Nabal, in order to relieve poor hun- 
gry David.— All theſe are ſtriking inſtances of God's 
tender regard for the poor of his flock. 

TT ſhall onltreat of what hath occurred in the 
courſe of my own experience, of which things many 
of you are living witneſſes; and may God bleſs the 
work for the encouragement of his children's faith, 
patience and watchfulneſs. And to this end, I ſhall 
deſcend to the moſt minute circumſtances, in order 
to ſhew the narrow inſpeCtion of God into the affairs 
of thoſe who put their truſt in him. 

I am aware of the reproach that will be caſt upon 
ſuch a work, as alſo upon the author; but this doth 
in no wiſe concern me: I only wiſh that I were as 
free from every fin, as I am from the carnal fear of 
man; I believe I ſhould then ſhortly preach up f- 
Teſs perfection. If we preachers get proud, worldly, 
and lifeleſs, we generally get into diſ-efteem with the 
moſt lively Chriſtians; and if the preſence of God - 
doth not keep up our reputation among theſe righ- 
teous ones, we generally begin to undermine the re- 
pautation of thoſe who cleave cloſer to God than 
ourſelves, and endeavour to eſtabliſh a character up- 


on the ruins of other men's reputation; and while 


we are carrying on this buſineſs, God ſets others to 
undermine our's—as you mete, jo ſhall it be meaſured to 
you again.— This is God's BALANCE ;—and the wiſe 
man's appeal to conſcience is, Ao take no heed unto 
all words that are ſpoken, leſt thou bear thy ſervants curſe 

| | | Cs thee : 


* 
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tber for oftentimes alſo thine oum heart knoweth that 
. thyſelf likewiſe has curſed others, Eccleſ. vii. 22. 
ITbe firſt little treatiſe which I wrote was con- 
Add by many, who at the ſame time-never under- | 
ſtood ĩt: but God bleſſed it to ſeveral ſouls, to their 
happy deliverance ;——and if God ſets, his. ſal to it, 
we: have no cauſe to look for the approbation of any 
other. When the Skeletons firſt appeared, the com- 
plaint was, that ic was wrote in a bad ſpirit; that the 
divinity: was tolerable, but the ſpirit was. Bd. Sound 
divinity and zeal for God, flowing from a gad ſpirit, 


is like the old contradiction which we.read..of —How 


- can Sultan caſt out Satan ? However, although: there 
were many who eondemned it in private, yet I re- 
Joice;+becauſe. ſeveral of them plundered the very 
bowels of it to preach: in public. I ſhould like to ſee 
a treatiſe upon the operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
written by ſome of thoſe who are infallible ; and then 
I I ſhould know, according to their views how far that 
bleſſed Spirit ought to go in his operations, and 

Where he ought to ſtop, according to their decree. 1 
believe if Elijah was en earth, he would be loaded | 

with as many reproaches of uncharitableneſs. a 
have been: but why ſbould J wonder at this, when 


Chriſt bimſelf was accuſed; by the Doctors of old, f 


preaching; and working under the influence of a had 
e,, »Thoy ſaid that be caſt ut devils by Beelzehub the 

prince of devil. I would caution theſe infallible, gen- 
eme. e not to de too de in aſcribing a > 
LE N we, = BE 


8 1 3 4 
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work which God owns and bleſſcs, to the dictates of 
an evil ſpirit; Teft haply they be found to fig againſt Gad 
the Holy Ghoſt : I much queſtion if they are very well 
àcquainted with. that bleſſed Spirit's tuition; for if 
they were, they would not talk at that rate, Natural 
affections are often miſtaken for the operations of the 
Spirit of God: but Chriſt ſharply rebuked Peter for 
| favouring! the things of men, mote than the things of 
_ God; and I know that all the affections of nature are 
contra-diſtinguiſhed from the influences, or fruits, of 
the Spirit, by one Who is an infallible judge. That 
ich is born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and that which ix born 
of the Spirit, is ſpirit. Mer vel not that I faid unto thee, 


Thou muſt” be born again. The new man muſt come | 


forth, and the old man muſt be crucified throughout. 
I own that natural affections are ſome of the beſt 
rags of fallen nature; but as they are natural, they 
muſt not be miſtaken for, nor coupled with the Holy 
GSGhoſt. Al mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of life, when 

| he - who oV hath immortality ſhall appear: therefore 
mike not that your \ celeſtial covering, which is to be 
no more than your grade cloaths: all theſe cloths anid 
napkins muſt be wrapt - together by | themſelves, when 
Chriſt myſtical ſhall awake and ſing: for we hope to 
be delivered from the whole body of fin and death 3 becauſe 
_ Tis under this ave groan, being burdened. Some, indeed, 
have no brighter vie vs of heaven than Mahomet in 
his koran: T ſpeak this to ſbeir ſhame— for: ſome pr. 
fors are ready to'repeat the ald inquiry, Ho are the dedd 
raiſed up and with what crop of natural -affe&tions 
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do they come? To whom I anſwer, the old; the naty- 
ral grain muſt entirely die, that the new and ſpiri- 
tual harveſt may take place. The ſeed which t hau 
Joweft, thou Jowef not that * that . be, but bare 
n. Ts 
However, God bath bleſſed Ta | ITE to 
many ſouls, and that ſatisfies. me. As for ſome men 
approving or diſapproving of that work, it matters 
not : for I find by hiſtory that the book of the Reve- 
lations wrote. by John the Divine, though it contains 
2 certain and full prediction of all future events both 
in churches and ſtates, and a conciſe recapitulation 
of all paſt occurrences, was refuſed almoſt univerſally 
by infallible prelites in the primitive church of 
Chriſt, (though (Chriſt ſeat his angels to teſtify it to 
them) being wiſe above what was written, though 
perhaps too ignorant to underſtand the writing; there» 
fore it was kept out of the church as uncanonical, 
The Epiſtle of Saint Jude too, appearing ſuch a foe to 
un verſal charity, as well as to ſpots in their feaſts of 
charity, and other counterfeit errors, and being expreſ- 
fve of fo much zeal and warmth for God's s glory, 
was kept out of the church for many years; and the 
excuſe was as weighty as ſome in our days make 
againſt mine it was wrote in a bad ſpirit; and that 
de had quoted an unſeriptural expreſſion alſo, name- 
I, chat of ibe deuil contending for the body of Moſes ; 
Which, in my opinion, ſeems ſcriptural enough to any 
_ diſcerning Chriſtian ; for if the boch of Moſes, be the 
rain of Hagar, and Aguratively the children. of 


' Jeruſalem, 


SE, + 
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Jeruſalem, which are in bondage; and Jeru/alem the = 
deſolate, without God, and without an huſband, and her 
children without a father, zheſe children are bond chil-- 
dren under the law, and being under the law, are conſe- 
quently under the curſe. No wonder then if the officer, , 
the devil, accuſeth them to Juſtice, and contends for 
this myſtical body F Moſes, when Moſes himſelf accuſes 
| them even before God, I hope theſe divines will ſhew | 
me ſome lenity, although I may be of a bad ſpirit— 
| becauſe I have not gone quite ſo far in the trial of 

Univerſal Charity as to execute him-—neither have I 
cut Agag in pieces, nor ſlain any of the prophets of 
Baal, as ſome have done at the command of God, 
and under the immediate inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt. But although I had, it would have been ne 


crime, e _ himſelf is a feoift witneſs againſt 
forcerers. 

My firſt pamphlet bike anal as e 
* the ſecond as the product of a bad ſpirit, ſo this 
will poſſibly be condemned as ſavouring too much of 
-ſelf—more eſpecially as I treat only of the kind pro- 
- vidences which occurred in the courſe of my own 
experience. However, I hope to reſt ſatisfied till the 
great day arrives, when God will- make manifeſt the 
ſecrets of the heart, and ſhew whom he approves, and 


- whom not; and then it will be ſeen, that neither 
 niverſal charity nor natural affeftions ſhall be found 
among the redeemed of God; for it will not be ſaid 
that eg n ſhall be * * nn 
* * 


As 
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As for tlie kind advice which ſome of you have 
given me, I thank you for it, and can bear with your 


akne s knowing that I once ſpake as a child, thought 
as a child, and underſiood as a child; but when T became a 


man, I put away childiſh things. I have no notion of 


getting a renowned preacher to preface any of my 
poor ſcribbling ; it appears, in my opinion, too much 
like the Satanic art of puſſing at an auftion.—The fewer 
of human inventions the better in divine things; be- 


ſides, I believe that many precious miniſters of Jeſus 


Have in their young days put prefaces to commenta- 


ries and other works, juſt to pleaſe a bookſeller, who, 


when poſſeſſed of a riper judgment, were aſhamed of 


dhe doctrines which they had formerly recommended 
to others; yea, ſome who I hear have condemned 


my book, have wrote prefaces to works now in my 


poſſeſſion, out of which I defy all the maſters of arts 


in Chriſtendom to diſtil one thimbleful of evangelical 


divinity, excluſive of the HOLY! NAME or GoD.— 
Upon this principle I do not deſire any good man to 


expoſe his judgment to contempt, by puffing off my 


abilities, as I have not a fingle doubt but kind Pro- 


vidence will defray my expences at the preſs, as long 


as God intends that I ſhould write any thing for him; 
and when this cruſe of oil fails, you will hear no 


more of me from the printer. Beſide, if I was in- 


elined to beg or eringe for a preface, I have no ſueh 


Up. top miniſters to go to; for I find by bleſſed ex- 


-perievce; that Lean creep into the very hem of my 


rar with more eaſe than I can touch the + 
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robes of a dignified clergyman. I have ſomtimes 
indeed been admitted into the pulpits of ſome of 
theſe great men; but if the power of God has been 
preſent to heal, and the people have been happy un- 
der me, I have been admitted there no more. 

I am informed that it is common among horſe- 
jockies to cry a horſe down, if his heels are too light: 
this cuſtom may well become the turf, but it ill be- 
comes the pulpit. However, God has given me a 
pulpit of my own, ſo I have no cauſe to borrow z 
and this fulfils an ancient promiſe onee applied to my 

ſoul with power, even from God W Dango 
Lend to many, but borrow of Ame. 
T chvſe that my do@rine and reputation mould 
ſtand and fall together—It never ſhall be the coal 
| heaver and Co.— All that I preach or write chat ig 
divine, God himſelf taught me; for I neter learned 
it of man, nor did 1 bring any of it into the world 
with me: therefore it is not my own, except the 
errors; for T have nothing, nor am nothing by nature 
but fin. Of courſe, I think it my duty to be futh- 
ful in deliveting what I have received to the benefit 
| of others ; and to be laborious, watchful; and faith» 
ful over thoſe Wha on 1 nnen 
. Care. 2 4 
1 mol beg leave 80 r is little farther 
on, in an addition to the preface, in order tothew him 
what different receptions the Bank of Faith hath met 
with in the world. ' Indeed 1 did not expect that i , 
1 be in equal cſteein with the Bank of El 
no 


8 * 3 + 7 
ä " : 
8 * 
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no; 1 know the greater part of the human race haye 


their portion in this life, whoſe purſes and bellies 


. God fills with his hid treaſure ; theſe have ſo far caſt 
off God, as to call their lands by their own names, to 
the diſhonour of God who gave them—and leave 


their ſubſtance as a trap to their poſterity, who-are | 
too apt to praiſe their ſayings, and go to the genera | 
tion of their fathers without ſeeing. light. „ 
The greateſt curſe under heaven is an impenitent 
heart, clogged with the ferraw of this zworld—Give them 


ſorrow of heart, thy curſe unto them, Lam » lit. 65. 


And the next curſe is an, independent fortune in the 
hands of ſuch graceleſs ſauls, whoſe infidelity turns 


every providential bleſſing into a curſe. I ye will 


not hear, and if ye will not lay it 10 heart, to give glory 


unto my name, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 1 will even ſend a 


curſe upon you, and I will curſe your bleſſings : yea, I have 
curſed them atready, becauſe ye: 25 not . it to heart, 


| Meal. MJ: hs, 17: 


7 5 he Bank of Faith | Fran jb into * hands of 
ano of theſe gentlemen, and it has acted the part of 


Samſon; that is, it has made ſport for them ; and 


no wonder, when they have attributed the govern 
ment of the world to bind Fortune, and the glory that 


is due to God is aſcribed taya phantom on a wheel. 


But who: would have thought that men who call 


8 goſpel · miniſters would have bought my 


book to ridicule it? and pour contempt on the pro- 


| RO of . God ? Can ſuch; be called miniſters of 


od's word, who. laugh at the fulfilment of it —If 
| they 


* — 
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| 1 deny the inſpection of God into our temporal 
concerns, they muſt deny half the Bible, which in- 
forms us, that God adorns the lilies, feeds the ravens 
when they cry, and gives the lion his prey ;—when 
he opens his hand, they are filled; and when he takes 
away their breath, they die. Strange ! that profeflors 
of Chriſt ſhould rob him of his glory, which he is | 
fo tender of—which he will never give to another— 
and which is due to him from all the human race; 
but much more ſo from profeſſors, who pretend to 
renounce all confidence in the fleſh-in point of juſti- 
fication—and all pretenſions to a portion in this life, . 
when compared to the bleſſed earneſt of a portion in 
the future. Surely ſuch muſt differ much in ſpirit 
from the apoſtles, who ſeemed ſo zealous for the 
honour of Chriſt, that they would let no miracle of 
his flip unnoticed, unacknowledged, nor unrecorded. 
They tell us of the five barley loaves, and the five 
thouſand fed—of the ſeven barley loaves, and of the 
' ſeven thouſand fed of the baſkets of fragments that 
remained, and of the Saviour's ſtrict command that 
nothing of the produce of theſe miracles 3 be 
loſt. | 

Aber inform us of the Lord's ee in 
coming to them on the ſhore of the ſea of Tiberius, 
and of his baking bread and broiling In upon the coals 
to ſupply their wants ;—of the liberality of thoſe who 
were converted by their miniſtry—of their ſelling - 
their inheritances to ſupport the goſpel, and feed the 
poor of Chriſt's flock—and of Ananias and Sapphira 


_—_— DEDICATION, 
being ſtruck dead for mitnicking the hoſpitality of 5 
the children of Gd. 

Iſrael's forty years journey in the wilderneſs abounds 
with the miraculous providences of God, and ſo does 
the book of Ruth : to ridicule then the myſtery of 
Providence, is to make ſport of one half of the Bible. 
But theſe gentlemen have got a ſtock in hand, like 
the prodigal at his firft leaving his father's houſe; 
therefore they laugh at thoſe who are obliged to fetch 
their ſupplies daily from the fountain head; —but, 
alas! an independent fortune is too often like the 
manna that Iſrael kept, which bred worms and ſtunk; 
but that which was gathered daily was ſweet food. 
This Paul applies to Providence — He that gathered 
much had nothing over, and he that gathered little bad no 
lack. Let there be an equality (ſays Paul) in your contri- 
bitions—not one eaſed, and another burdened. Some have 
affirmed, fitice they read this little book of mine, that 
« we have no warrant to pray for temporal things; 
- but bleſſed be God, he has given us the promiſe of ile 
life that now is, and 75 that which is to come; yea, the 
| promiſe of all things pertaining to life and godlineſs; and 
whatever God hath promiſed, we may warrantably 
pray for. Thoſe that came to the Saviour in the 
days of his fleſh, - prayed chiefly for temporal mer-' 
cies; when the blind prayed' for fight—the lepers for 
a cure the lame for the uſe of their limbs and the 
deaf for the uſe of their ears ;—ſurely, if theſe had 
prayed unwarrantably, their prayers would not have 


been fo miraculouſly anſijered, Elijah prayed for a 
tem poral 


1 
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temporal mercy when he prayed for rain, and it is clear 
that God anſwered him. Eliſha works a miracle to 
produce a temporal mercy, when he healed the bar- 
ren plains of Jericho. God hath ſaid, that he twill hear 
the heavens, and they ſhall hear the earth; and the earth 
Shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the ail, and they 
Hall bear Jexreel, Hol. ii. 21, 22. If ſome profeſſors 
are favoured with an abundant ſtock in hand, it is 
not given them that they ſhould requite the bounties 
of Providence with. contempt. If they have got 
houſes to eat in, they are not to ſhame them that have not ; 
and if they have bottled up a ſtore of the goats mill, 
they are not to cut off the breaſt from the poor that 
have not, Prov. xxvii. 23, 24, 27. Is my reader a 
poor Chriſtian ?—take it patiently—God maketh the 
Poor as well as the rich. Envy not the rich. Riches 
are often ſeen to be a canker-worm at the root of a 
good man's comfort, a ſnare in his life, and an iron 
Pillar at the back of his pride. Agur prayed to be 
fed with food convenient for him, and you may pray for 


the ſame; and what God gives you in anſwer to your 


prayers, you will be thankful for; and ſurely that 
ſtate that keeps you dependent on God, and thank- 
ful to him, is beſt for you, and ſo you ſhall find it 
in the end. Go on, poor Chriſtian, truſting in the 
Providence of God—God promiſed a preceding bleſ- 
ung on the Iſraelites who were to keep the year of 

' jubilee; and though they were neither to plow, ſow, 
nor reap on this year of releaſe—yet they had the 
on of old ſtore for food for the following year, 
B 2 5 Lev. 
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Lev. xxv. 20, 21. God's bleſſing on the fixth year 
was to produce food for three years. And ſhall not 
God provide for Mraelites indeed, who are releaſed by 

the goſpel trumpet from ſpiritual bondage, and made 
| free by the Hor Guosr ? ſurely ſuch ſhall eat of 
the old flore ; yea, ina twofold ſenſe—for every fcribe 
ioſtructed in the kingdom, is like an old honſtolder, 
who bringeth things out of his treaſures nete and old; and 
all this to feed the Maelites indeed, in whom there i 15 10 
guile. | 

In Egypt we find that God's bleſſing on the ſeven. 
years of plenty, was ſufficient - to ſerve Egypt, and 
numbers more, through the ſeven years of famine 
which followed. Surcly theſe wonders of the Lord 

of hoſts ſhall never be blotted out of the bible by 2 
few independent gentlemen, though: preachers ; nor 
ſhall Zion's bleſſings be chaſed from the poor of her 


family by a few worldly profeflors, who- truft in un- 8 


certain riches, and ſneer at the daily proviſion that God 
makes for the poor of his houſhold. Reader, truſt 
thou in the Father of all mercies, and the God of all 
comfort, for every ſupply. Independent Adam, and 
the independent prodigal, came both to bankruptcy 


and beggary; therefore trade thou with the ſtock of 


God, and thou ſhalt never fail. 45 : 
Uſe nounlawful means to avoid the having and bs 
care of a numerous family. This is the root of God. 
diſhoneuring and damning unbelief—and the effect is'Ona- 
niſm, which God views as an act of infidelity, and dif- 
n caſt on his ien an injury done do a fruĩt- 
| ful 
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ful womb, and the ſin of murder committed on un- 
ſinning innocence, which he hath twice viſited with 
immediate death in the very 2 Gen. xxxviii. 7. 

8, 9, 10. 
I have been married about fourteen years, and have 
had eleven children in all, and am in expectation of 
another every week (Augult 1986), which will bring 
me to Jacob's number within one—and inſtead of 
being a beggar, I am as rich as ever I was ; and do 
believe, that if all matters were properly ſettled, and 
I was to die this day, that I am clear of the world; 
and I am ſure that faith is ſatisfied with an honour- 
able diſcharge through this world; but if we aim 
to ſupply the wants of infidelity, this world is not 
ſufficient to ſatisfy her demands. 

I have been acquainted with ſeveral ts of 
conſiderable property—but, as God liveth, after a 
* ſtrict obſervation of their conduct, I never envied 
their happineſs, nor wiſhed to exchange fituations ; for 
J found ſome, who were warmly attached to the form 
of prayer, and to the walls of the eſtabliſhed church, 
would give a thouſand pounds to ſupport the forms 
and walls of the church of England, before they would 

give five ſhillipgs to ſupport thoſe who enforced the 
Spirit's work on the ſouls of men. | 
And others, who were filled with head notions from 
commentators, rather than the grace of God in their 
hearts, expected every preacher that partook of their 

liberality to ſay as they did, and offer both conſcience 
and affections (which are due to God only) to their 

5 | B 3 purſe; 


by 
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purſe; which compliance being once denied, has 
cauſed great offence, and the honeſt ſervants of Chriſt 
have received many wounds both in their reputation 
and labours, which have made the croſs of poverty the 
more heavy, ſtirred up the corruptions of the honeſt 
ſuffering ſaint to be more rebellious againſt God, and 
made his mind recoil with indignation Bat the aſ- 
piring rival of Chriſt. 


To be ſhort; among all the rich Pott len that I 5 5 


have known, upon a proper reflection, I have found 
that they expended the greateſt part of the bounties 
of Providence in ſupport of their own humours 
their bigotry their prejudices and in the ſupport 
of their own perſonal honour ; —being moſt liberal 
where their liberality was received by thoſe of dig- 
nity, and where it was to appear in print. 

Such as theſe have their reward as they proceed, 
but can have no reward of their Father which is in 
1 T believe it will appear in the great day, 

that the greateſt part of the liberality of rich profeſ- 
ſors has been expended more in their on cauſe, than 
in the ſupport of the ſpiritual reign of the Son of 

God. This has been made evident, by the many 

apoſtates who have been long held up by the ſpirit 

of bigotry, and the purſe of wealth, whom God, 
| notwithſtanding, hath caſt down, in defiance of all 
their ſanction, patronage, and liberality. 
I am much deceived if the purſe of worldly: pro- 
feffors is not a ſnare in our days to many a ſervant of 
_ Chritt. The liberal purſe, and the beſetting ſin of 
Ib: 55 the 
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the * has muzzled the mouth of many a poor la- 
bourer in the vineyard ; while the preacher has died 
in his miniſtry, the flock in their ſouls, and the formi- 
dable ſquire, who appeared as a column, was ripened 
for damnation, under a muzzled goſpel- preacher. For 


my part, I have never yet ſeen any thing in a rich 


to my remembrance—and may his kind providence 


profeſſor, that could in the leaſt draw me to envy 
his happineſs; but contrariwiſe, to pity him as 3 
trap to others, and as an enſnared perſon himſelf. 
The common induſtrious perſons are, in general, the 
happy recipients of grace, and ſuch are the chief 
ſupporters of ir ;—and ſuch I have found my friends, 
rather than my traps. 

In this narrative I ſhall ſet forth all the circum» 
ſtances of God's providence, which he hath brought 


thine to his own honour, and to the comfort of his 
poor flock, who are obliged to truſt in him, or 
ſtarve.— O bleſſed object, worthy of all truſt? 
I doubt, reader, we ſhall give a ſecond offence for 
chatting ſo long together by way of preface. Cavil- 
ters will be ready to ſay, that ze are like children in 
the market-place, calling to their fellows : therefore we 
had better part than give any offence to them. 
Good morning to you, Mr. Parſon ; God bleſs 
you, 
I thank thee, Chriſtian but beſeech thee not 
do put any titles or compliments upon me; give 
them to thoſe who can make a meal of them but 
| B 4 coal- 
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coal-heaving is hard work, and coal-heavers require 
better food than com pliments, 


Reader, fare en; 
Thine to ſerve in the bowels of Chriſt, 


GUARDIAN or Tus POOR, 
AND THE 
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HEN I was about ſeven years of age, I 
heard a perſon ſay, that God took notice 


& of children's fins.” The wonderful workings of 


my mind upon theſe words, I ſhall not at preſent 
deſcant on; neither ſhall I mention the many trials 


I underwent at the bar of my own conſcience, while 


the impreffion dwelt on my mind.] alſo remember 
to have once heard a perſon ſay, that all things 
. were poſſible with God; which words I ſecretly 
_ treaſured up and pondered in my heart; and as TI 
had a great defire at that time to live in the capacity 
of an 1 with a certain * in the 


piace. 
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place, being very poorly brought up, and knowing | 
much the” want of the common neceffaries of life, 

it came to my mind, that if * all things were poſſi- 

4 ble with God,“ it was alſo poſſible for him to ſend 
me to live as a ſervant-boy with *Squire Cooke; 
though at the ſame time he had a boy who I believed 
was well approved of. Notwithſtanding this laſt 
eircumſtance, I privately aſked God, in an extempore 
way, to give me that boy's place; and made many 
*promiſes how good I would be, if he granted me this 
my requeſt ; and for many days I priyately begged 
of God this favour: which nobody knew but God 
and myſelf, till now I relate it, I believe I went on 


in this way of praying, ſometimes under a.hedge, or 
on my bed, for a week or two; and I thought if God 


granted me this favour, I ſhould know whether all 


things were poſſible with him or not. Having pray- 
ed for many days, and finding no likelihood of an 
anfwer, I readily concluded that there was no God; 
and therefore I had no cauſe to be ſo afraid of ſin- 
ning, nor had I any occafion to pray to him any more. 

Accordingly J left, off praying for · ſome time, and 

then began again, till at laft I left off entirely. Some | 
few days aftet this, there came a man to my father's 

* Houſe, and faid, * William, Squire Cooke wants: a 
boy; why don't you go after the place? I an- 
fwered, John Dungy Wee there!“ He anſwered, 
No; he is turned away.“ I aſked for what; He 


led, 0: Old Maſter Coly, the rr vent 
„ there 
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be there a few days ago, to carry ſome oyſters, and 
F* while the old man was gone with a meaſure of 
them into the houſe, the boy robbed the pads, as 
te they hung on the horſe, which was tied up at his 
te gate, and the miſtreſs ſaw him, and 2 him 
te for it,” | 

The compunction which I felt—the thoughts that 
I had—the various workings of my mind—the pro- 
miſes'I made, and the petitions I put up as I went 
after the place, I chuſe to conceal ; for I think they 
would hardly be credited, conſidering I was no more 
at this time than eight years old. However, I got 
the place, to my aſtoniſhment, and the bargain was 
ſtruck at twenty ſhillings per annum ; and for many 
days and weeks an uncommon impreffion about rhe 
power of God lay freſh on my mind. But ſoon afrer 
this, a ſudden temptation brought me to believe 
that there was ho God; and if there was, he took no 
notice of ſuch creatures as we are, or of any of our 
affairs, and that it was a chance that I got the place, 
ſo I imagined that I had no occafion to pray, or to 
pay the vows which I had made.—This temptation 
made a ſufficient breach for me to creep out at, and 
proved an aweful inlet to vice and vanity, which I 
for ſome months accordingly gave a looſe to: but 
ſoon after, I offended my maſter, was diſcharged from 
my ſervitude, and went home as deeply ſtung with 
guilt for my folly, as 1 had been before lifted up at 
the fight of God's mercy, 
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After this period, I had ſharp work in my con- 
ſcience for ſome years, at certain times, but was ſtill 
purſued with deiſtical principles—that God took no 
notice of our proceedings ;—till at laſt it appeared 
rather fixed in my mind, and inſenſibility and ſtupor 
naturally followed. Now it was, that 1 got wholly 
out of all fear of God, or thoughts of futurity, and 
very ſoon learned to dance, which is juſt as ſervice- 
able a net as devils could invent, or frail mortals 
drop into. However, God put a ſtop to this, hy 
laying a fit of ſickneſs on my tabernacle, which I 
had never been afflicted with before. I labaured 
- hard, rather than ſubmit to go to the bed, and made a 
| thift to keep about my buſineſs as long as I was able 
to move a limb: but at laſt J was forced to yield. 
Then my conſcience began to do her office, and the 
_ wrath of God to alarm me, ſo that I was fully convin- 
ced God took notice of my conduct i in this life, and 
would reckon with me for it in the next. I lay in 
this ſtate of mind, until J had an earneſt of damna- 
tion in my heart; and I had not à ſingle doubt of 
my portion in everlaſting burnings, if I died in that 
tate. God brought me ſo nigh the end of all fleſh, 
[that the rattles of death ſtopt my breath twice, — 
I tried to fly from death, and got aut of the bed to 
run away, but could not; for I fell on the floor, 
and 3 J lay till my fellou- ſetvants found me, and 
put me into bed again by force. And ſoon after I 


beard one of the * fay, © 6 Poor William will 
| | 66 die ; " 
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& die;“ © Yea,” ſaid the other, Doctor Wilſon 
« has given him over :”—they knew not that I heard 
them. I tried again to fly from death, bur I found 
I could not. So I began to whiſper a prayer to 
God, which conſcience would not allow me to do 
befcre : and as I began to pray, I gathered ſtrength, 
and in leſs than a month I was out of doors. I quit- 
ted my ſervitude, went home to my parents to ga- 
ther ſtrength, and never danced any more, from that 
hour to this. Soon after I got well, I was informed 
that one Squire Pool of Charren in Kent, wanted a 
ſervant, I went after the place, and took courage 
to aſk of God the favour of fucceſs, as he had been 
pleaſed to puniſh me for my paſt folly, and brought 
me to believe that I had highly offended him. 1 
vent under a hedge, and, put up a ſolemn prayer to 
him, to give me ſucceſs in my journey, and make me 
an object of his care for the future: and I cut a ſtick 
half through, and bent it down in the hedge, which 
- I promiſed to look at, on my return, and render 
praiſe to God, if he granted me this favour.—Some- 
what like poor Jacob, in his trouble, when he anointed | 
| the pillar, by pouring a little oil upon the top of it ; and 
. promiſing if God would keep him, then he ſhould be his 
God; and of all that God ſhould give him, he wayld give 
Cod the teuth part. And God heard my prayer, and 
I got the place. Though there was a ſervant in the 
parlour with the gentleman, and though they had 
dy agreed 18 as I came; yet he broke off the 
bargain 


- 
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bargain with him, to my aſtoniſhment; The reafori'- 
why he choſe me in preference to the other, was, be- 
cauſe he was a-married man, and I was not: this was 
the ſecondary-cauſe ; but I reſolve j x by the primary 


cauſe. At my return, I looked at che ſtick which I 
bad marked, with many tears, and offered up an im- 


perfect tribute of praiſe to the God of my daily mer- 


cies, whom I had neglected, and much offended, 


For ſome time I endeavoured while. in place to 
walk ſo as to pleaſe God, as I imagined ; bur, alas 
the vanities of this world are too ftrong for any but 


_ - thoſe-20h0 are kept by the mighty power of God, through 
faith unto ſalvation; which power I knew nothing of 


therefore my refolutions' were ſoon. broken, and I 
forgat my God.—But ſoon after this, he again laid 
Bis affſicting hand on me, and laid me on a fick 


bed for many months, nor did I recover effectual- 


ly for three years after. But till diſtreſs of mind, 
at times, followed me; and, bleſſed be God, he did 
not wholly leave me without ſome convictions, till 


he brought me to know the truth as it is in Jeſus. 
One particular inſtance of Providence, I remember 
here alſo, which was, I had ordered my box of cloaths 
to be left at the Star inn, at Maidftone, i in Kent, for 
te Cranbrook carfier to bring to me; but he ſaid it 


was not there. 80 F went to ſearch after i it, fearing 


it was loſt; and at this time I was fo poor in pocket, 


chat T had But one ſhilling left in all the world, 


e W * 
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home again in one day; therefore that ſhilling would 
bear my charges: but when I came to Maidſtone, 
the box was not there: I was obliged to go farther, 

and, in my return, I found myſelf fo very weak and 
low, that I could not get back that day: the ſhil- 


ling was gone, my ſtrength was gone alſo, and the 


weather was very wet and cold; night, too, began 
to draw on apace, and I at this time was two miles 
from Maidſtone, which was fourteen from Cranbrook. 
While I was thinking of, and mourning over my 
miſerable fituation, I thought if I were one that 
feared and loved God, as others in old time had 


done, I might have any thing at his hands > but 28 


for me, I had made him my enemy by fin, and there- 

fore he would take no notice of me, nor of any body 
elſe in our days; for parſons and people were all 
wicked alike, Preſently after this, it came ſudden- 
ly on my mind, to go out of the foot-path, which 
led through the fields, and go into the horſe-rdad, 
though, at the ſame time, the foot-path was by far 


die den ac, 1 Ned dot beet in the 232 


a minute, before I caſt my eye on the ground, and 
there lay a fixpence. I took. it up, and before T 


had walked many ſteps farther, there lay a ſhilling 
- alſo. I took it up, and it ſupplied my neceffiries at 


bat time very well, ——Theſe manifold provid 
and anſwers to prayer, did, at times, deeply impreſs 
my mind, that God had ſome regard for me bur 


rn 
* 
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when fin was committed, all theſe Ponghts were 


blaſted, 
However, I never could dank. after this time, 


get rid of all my thoughts about the aweful day of 
judgment the dreadful conſideration of an endleſs eter- 


nig the tremendous tribunal of God—the woeful ſtate 


of a guilty ſinner before him—the certain conqueſt of 
triumphant death, and the certain approach of God's 


bar ;—the, wretched figure that a guilty ſoul would 


make, when all his ſecret and open fins were expoſed 


to God, angels, and men, and the miſerable puniſh - 


ment which ſouls muſt feel, who have their doom 

fixed in the glaomy receptacle of the damned. — Theſe 
things were, at times, uppermoſt in my thoughts; 
and, though I purſued many pleaſures, in order to 


ſtifle them, yet I had felt enough to fix a laſting con - ; 


viction on my ſoul of the truth of them. | 
Having wondered about for ſome years in this þ- 


iim way, of ſeeking reſ and finding none, it happened | 
that I once went to work at Darnbury Park, in Eſ- 
ſex, for one Squire Fitch. I had not been there but 


a few days before I fell fick, and was carried to the 


fign of the Bel, where nobody knew me, and with 


only ters ſhillings in my pocket, bur Providence ſent 
an old widow, whoſe name was Shepherd, and whoſe 
deceaſed buſband had been a butcher by trade. This, 
woman was much of a dofforeſ—ſhe doftored me, 
nurſed me, watched with me, and fed me, though ſhe. 
never ſaw me before, nor fince; nor had*ſhe any 

| - thing 


* —_ 
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thing for her trouble, and yet took as much care of 
me, as if I had been her own child. And a few 


years ago I was determined to go down and fee her, 


and reſtore her fourfold for her labour, and tell her 
what God had done for me; but, upon enquiry, I 
found that ſhe had been dead about three months 
before my arrival, which I was very ſorry for. 

I do not remember any other particular providence 


until I married, and my wife and I had taken ready- 
- furniſhed lodgings at Mortlake, in Surry, where God 


ſmote my conſcience effectually. It ſo happened 
that I fell lame, having received a wrench in my 
| loins, which rendered me incapable of labour for 


many days: during this. time our money was all 


gone, and we were but ſtrangers in the place, having 


not been in it above half a year, or a little more. 


After I began to recover a little, there fell a deep 
ſnow on the grqund, which prevented my working 
for many days. Here Providence ſuffered us to know 
what it was to want. At this time we had one child, 
about five or fix months old, which was our firſt 
born; and it happened one morning early, that my 


wife aſked me for the finder. bur, ſeemingly in a great 


_ fright, and crying out, I wonder the poor child 
“ has not waked all night.“ She lighted the candle 
and took up the child, but it was as dead as a fone, 
and as black as a coal :—it went off in a convulſion fir, 


as three more have done fince, all of whom alſo turn - 


ed black, Here Providence appeared: again ; for 
| | C about 


6 7 


34 GOD THE GUARDIAN or Tas POOR, 


about three or. for months before this death hap- 
pened, a gentleman, i in whoſe garden J at times had 


wrought, defired me to look after his horſe in the 


country, while he was in town, and J was to have one 
ſhilling per week for it. The very day on which the 


child died, the gentleman came down from London; 


ſo 1 got my money for look ing after the horſe, and 


dhat juſt buried the poor infant. Thus my lameneſs, 


my poverty, my diſtreſs of mind, the ſuffering of my 
wife, the loſs of my child, and the ſenſe of God's 
wrath, were the moſt complicated diſtreſſes I had ever 
felt. From this time ſpiritual convictions began to 


. plow ſo deep in my heart, as to make way for the 


word of eternal life, which at length brought me ex- 
perimentally 10 know the only true God, ald Feſus Chriſt 
zohom he hath ſent. And if God ſhould ſpare my life, 
and give me time, I may. acquaint the world of the 
whale dealings of God with my ſoul, in a treatiſe by 


| irfelf : but in this I intend treating 24 of the pro- 
vidences of God, leſt the book ſwell too big for the 


poor to purchaſe. a 


I do nor remember any particular Luc Bi at- 


| tending 1 me, till about three or four years after, at 
| which time I was brought favingly to believe in Jeſus 


Chriſt for life and ſalvation, At this time I dwelt in 


à ready · furniſned lodging at Sunbury, 1 in Middleſex, 
where my eldeſt daughter, now living, fell fick, at 
about five or ſick months old, and Was waſted to a 

Keleton... We had a Joftor 40 attend her; but ſhe 


got 


— 
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5 got worſe and worſe. Having loſt our firſt child, 


this was a dear idol to us—and I ſuppoſe it lay as 
near my heart, as poor Iſaac did to the heart of Abra» 
| bam. However, it appeared as if God was deter- 
mined to bereave us of her, for he brought her even 
to death's door—and my wife and 1 have fat up with 
her night after night, watching the cradle, expecting 
every breath to be her laſt, for two or three weeks 
together. At laſt I aſked the doctor if he thought 
there was any hope of her life, and he anſwered, No: 
he would not flatter me, ſhe would ſurely die. This 
diſtrefled me beyond meaſure ;- and as the doctor had 
told me he could do no more for her, I left my lodg- 
 Ing-room, and went to my garden in the evening, 

and in my little fol- bouſe I wreſtled bard with God 
in prayer for the life, of the child ; but upon theſe 
conditions, that if my requeſt was granted, and that 
ſhe ſhould lire to arrive at the full ſtature in lite, and 
in future times turn wicked, and be damned for fin, 


5 and that my earneſt prayer ſhould be the cauſe of it, 


1 beſeeched God not to regard my petition for the 


= child, though ſhe was dear to. me as my own life. 


I went home ſatisfied. that God had heard me, and 
in three days the child was as well as ſhe is now, and 
ate as heartily, only her fleſh was not reſtored as be- 
fore; : and this effectually convinced me that all thingy 
deere poſſible with Cad. 15 W 
5 I had now dwelt about fourteen —_—_ ax Suns, 
bury, and had l ſerved a gentleman in the capacity, of, 
5 CL a gar · 


* : 
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a gardener, at twelve ſhillings per week. The gen- 


tleman informed me, he propoſed to keep his car- 
riage, and intended his driver ſhould work in the 


garden ; therefore he ſhould only hire a man now 


and then a day, but ſhould not keep a gardener con- 
ſtantly. I was, therefore, diſcharged from my work; 
but had the liberty offered me of ſtaying till I could 


get employment elſewhere. I believe my maſter 
could often ſee the felicity of my mind, and likewiſe 
the wiſdom God had given me, by the anſwers I was 


enabled to give to his various queſtions.— Grace car- 


rieth many rays of majeſty with it, though it take up 


| its abode in a beggar. However, I thought this 


world was his god, therefore I refuſed his offer, as 


Abraham did the preſent that was offered him by the 


King of Sodom; that is, I would take nothing that 


was his, from a thread even to a ſhoe latchet. 


After I had been three weeks out of employment, 


1 heard of a place at Ewell, in Surry, which I went 


after, and engaged in; it was with a gentleman that 


manufactured gunpowder. I agreed for eleven ſhil- 


lings per week in the ſummer, and ten ſhillings in 


the winter; and I procured a ready-furniſhed room 


in an old thatched houſe on Ewell Marſh, (if with 


- propriety it might be called a furniſhed room) at two 
 thillings per week. I was (obliged to pawn all my 
| þeſt cloaths, in order to defray the remaining expen- 


ces which attended my wife's lying-in, owing to my 


ou efemployatene; ant to hire a cart to carry 
2 > oy 
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my perſonal effects (which were but few) to Ewell; 
and when the cart ſet us down on Ewell Marſh, on 
the Monday morning, and I had paid the hire of it, 
I had the total ſum of tenpence halfpenny left, to 
provide for myſelf, my wife, and child, till the en» 
ſuing Saturday night. But though I were thus poor, 
yet I knew God had made me rich in faith; and 
theſe words came on my mind with power, He mulli- 
plied the loaves and fiſhes to feed five thouſand men, befides 
women and children. We went on our knees, and 
turned the account of that miracle into a prayer, and 
beſeeched the Almighty to multiply what we had, or 
to ſend relief another way, as his infinite wiſdom 
thought moſt proper. The next evening my land- 
lord's daughter,and ſon-in-law came up to ſee their 
mother, with whom I lodged, and brought ſome 
baked meat, which they had juſt taken out of their 
oven, and it was brought for me and my wife to ſup 
along with them. Theſe poor people knew nothing 
of us, nor of our God. The next day evening they 
did the ſame, and kept ſending victuals ar garden» 
ſtuff to us, all the week long. We had not made 
our caſe known to any but God; nor did we appear 


ragged, or like people in want; no, we appeared 
better in dreſs than even thoſe who relieved us: but 
God ſent an anſwer to our prayer by them, who knew 
not at the ſame time what they were about, nor did 
I tell them till ſome months after. While we were 
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tion. After ſapper I went to prayer with them, and: 
prayed moſt earneſtly for them, and God anſwered 
it; for he ſent the woman home deeply convicted 
that night; nor did her convictions abate, till ſhe 
was brought to ſee Chriſt erucified in the open viſion 
of goſpel faith, and receive. peace and pardon from 
Chriſt for herſelf. Some time after this, God began 
to work upon the huſband alſo, and then I related 
the fore-cited circumſtance ; at the hearing of which 
ke told me how it was impreſſed on his mind that I 
was in want of victuals, and his wife found fault with 
him for thinking ſo, and bringing of it to me, ſay- 
ing, © The people are better to paſs than we are ;” 
! = but he contradicted her, and inſiſted on her doing 
| what he defired. | 
It pleaſed God ſorely to afflict this poor man ſoms 
few years after, during which time I was enabled to 
reſtore him fourfold. He left a "teſtimony for God 
. Voith his dying Breath, and I believe he is in eternal 
glory. His: widow is this day a ſervant to one Mr. 
Linſey, a tallow-chandler, in Lambeth-Marſh, on the 
right-hand fide of the road which leads from Weſt- 
minſter- bridge to ae, name is Ann 
Webb. . N } 
I found that the mall pitrancs of eleven 5 fillings _ 
per week (as I paid two ſhillings for a ready-furniſhed 
lodging) would amount very flowly toward the get- 
ting my cloaths out of pawn, which, with the inte- 
| _y would . to gh forty ſhillings, and which 
I was 


1 


AND THE BANK or FAITH. 39 


I was loth to loſe. It came in my mind to look into 
my Bible, to ſee if any inſtruction for faith could be 
got about this matter. I turned promiſcuoully to 
theſe words, There is a lad here ꝛubich hath five barky 
loaves and two fiſhes, but what are they among ſo many ? 
I aſked my. wife if ſhe ever ate barley: the ſaid, Yes, 
in Dor/et/hire. I told her I never did eat it, but the 
poor Saviour and his Apoſtles ate it, and I ſuppoſed 
it was becauſe they (ſpeaking after the manner of 
men) could get no better food; and as God faw it 
neceſſary to keep us in a ſtate of deep poverty, it ill 
became us to complain, or refuſe the meaneſt diet, 
ſeeing he had bleſſed us with an aſſured hope of hea- 
ven hereafter. She replied, ſhe was willing if I was : 
ſo ſhe went to a farmer to aſk him to fell her a bu- 
ſhel of barley ; his reply was, he ſold his barley by 
the quarter, or load, to maltſters, for making malt, 
and ſhould not trouble himſelf with meaſuring ſuch 
a ſmall quantity. So ſhe went to a corn-chandler in 
Ewell, and aſked for the ſame article; whoſe anſwer 
| was, I have only the refuſe of the barley, or tail corn, 
& which I ſell for ſeine and fotuls.“ My wife told 
him that would do, but did not inform him for what 
uſe it was intended. This was ground at the mill, 
and was very cordially received by us; for the love 
of God which we enjoyed in our hearts, more than 
cCounterbalanced all the poverty we laboured under: 
for I well knew it was decreed by God himſelf, that his 
People ſhould have tribulation in this world, but in Chriſt 
SS Jeſus 
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Felus they ſhould/ have peace. And lane made the Yor 
eaſy, and the burden light; for if at any time a 


murmuring thought entered my mind, it was ſoon 


que!led by confidering that Chriſt lived on the alms 
of his p2or followers, and that he was worſe off than 
either the fgxes or the birds—it being ſaid, The foxes 
bave holes; and the birds of the air have nefts, but the Son 
ef man hath not where to lay his head, This has often 

made my bowels yearn within me, . ſilenced all my 
murmuripgs, and diſſolved my heart 4 in e grati- 
tude, 

My dame and I now kept houſe at a 3 cheap 
ratet ſhillings and fixpence per week carried us 
through tolerably well, and as for the reſt of the 
world's dainties, we were ſatisfied without them; for 
. we knew that the grace of God had enabled us to 
chuſe that good part that ſhould never be taken from us; 
therefore Patience had (in a manner) her perfect ꝛvurk. 
We ſoon now raiſed the net ſum of twenty ſhillings, 
and upwards; and I on the Saturday night ſet off to 
Kingſton, to get ſome of my SS of pawn, 
but left money in the hands of my dame to get half 
a buſhel of barley. It ſo happened, that that part of 
my apparel which I went to redeem, came fo high 
with the intereſt, that I had not any, money left to 
bring home. This was a great trial to us, becauſe 
our poor little girl, which had been but lately wean- 
ed, had nothing to carry her through the week but 


bare barley cakes; and though it would eat barley, 
| | yet 
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yet I could / not endure to ſee it feed on that only. 
On the Monday following I went heavily to my work, 
and very much diſtreſſed to know how my poor lit- 
tle one was to live. I reflected with indignation on 
myſelf for parting with my money, thinking I had 
better' gone without my cloaths, than have expoſed 
my poor little one to want the neceſſaries of life. 
But as I went over a bridge that led to my work, I 

- caſt my eye on the right-hand fide, and there lay a. 

very large cel on the mud by the river- ſide, appa- 
rently dead. I went and caught hold of it, and ſoon 
found it was only aſleep: I had hard work to hold 
ic, but 1 got it ſafe out of the mud upon the graſs, 
and then caught it, and carried it home. My little 

one was very fond of it, and it richly ſupplied all its 
wants that day. But at night I was informed the eel 
was all gone, ſo the next day afforded me the ſame 
diſtreſs and trouble as the day before had done. When 
going to my work, cruelly reflecting on myſelf for 
| parting with all my money, juſt as I entered the gar- 
den gates, I ſaw a partridge lye dead on the road. 1 
took it up, and it was warm turned back, and car- 
zied it home, and it * ſupplied the table of our 
little one that day. A few days after this, my maſter 


told me he had found a partridge on the garden walks 
alſo, but he ſaid it ſtank: I told him I had found 
one a little before that time. He ſaid two males had 
been fighting, and had killed each other, which was 
very common: but I was enabled to look higher. 


— — 
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© Carnal reaſon always traces every thing from God 
to ſecond cauſes, and there leaves them floating upon 
nothing; but faith traces them up to their firſt cauſe, 
and fixes them there by which means God's hand 
is known, and himſelf glorified. I believe this bat- 
tle between the plumed warriors was proclaimed by 
the Lord: for if a ſparrow falls not to the ground 


without God's leave, as the ſcriptures declare, 1 can 


hardly think a partridge does. 
The third day arrived, and I was ſtill in the ſame 


. caſe as before; but as I went to my work, I ſaw a 


bird's net in one of the ſhrubs. —I went and examined 
it, and found it to be the neſt of a large bird, with 
four young ones in it, juſt ready to fly. It was with 

much. reluctance that I ſtormed and plundered the 
little fimple citadel :- but neceſſity hath no law; 
therefore I was forced to rob the poor dam of her 

young, and leave her mourning and lamenting, while 


my young one lived upon her's. —However, I found 


it was no fin in God's fight. If a bird's neft chance to 
be before thee in the way in any tree, or on the ground, 
zwhether they be. young ones or eggs, and the dam ſilling up- 
en the young ones, or upon the eggs; thou : ſhalt not take 


| the dam with the young: but thou ſhalt in any wiſe let the 


dam go, and take the young to thee, that it may be well 
with thee, and that hou "Or proleng 8 8 mw” Deut. 


xxii. 6, 7. 
Theſe birds ſerved for that day very well; but the 


Arent | na found me tilt unprovided as before, and 


brought 


LU 


Ax D TZ BANK or FAITH, 43 
bdrought forth freſh work for faith and prayer. But 
the morrow flill took thought for the things of itſelf ; for 
when I came to take the ſcythe in my hand, ro mow 
the ſhort graſs, I looked into the pond, and there I 
. ſaw three very large carp laying on the water, appa- 
rently fick, and when my maſter came to me, I told 
kim of it, and he went and looked, and ſaid they were 
dead; and told me I might have them, if I would, 
for they were not in ſeaſon, However, they came 
in due ſeaſon to me; and I found, morning after 
morning, there lay two or three of theſe fiſh at a 
time, dead, juſt as I wanted them; till I believe there 
was not one fiſh remaining in that pond alive that 
was fix inches long, though I believe the pond was 
near three hundred feet in length. 

While I was muſing on, and admiring the tender 
eare of my God in his providence, and wondering 
what could move him thus to pity ſuch a fianer, who 
was ſo unworthy of his grace, mercy, and truth, as 
well as of his providential regard, theſe words came 
to my mind, He turned their waters into blood, and flew = 
their fiſþ, Pal. cv. 39.—Mrs. Webb, the woman be · 

fore mentioned, has often took part of theſe ſpoils, 
and the incredulous. are very welcome to make an 
enquiry into the matter; and for this end I have in- 
formed-them where ſhe lives. My maſter told me, 


he thought it was the heat of the ſun that killed 
them, and I believe it was: but I knew that the fun 
and his heat were both from God; and that ſun ſhined 
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| flances; and when I read of the diftreſs and fimple 


rods, that the pregnant dams might look at them, 
and bring forth accordingly, and fo ſetting the dams 


_ ef faith; I. could not help weeping, and admiring. 
birds of the air to war—ſending the ſun-beams with 


 foods—ſuffering the eel to fleep till the hand of the 
en my mind, that I cannot : deſcribe. the humility, 


te ſame to us as he was to the ſaints in days of old, 
and that they had no .pre-eminence over us: inthe 


wete ſame yeſterday that he is to-day, and will be the 
A PRs Let nat thele Es beget 2 
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in good ſeaſon for me. And it much amazed me to 
fee God fo kind, even in temporal matters it led 
me to fearch his bleſſed word for fimilar circum- 


covenant of Jacob—of God's changing the colour of 
Laban's cattle, that they might change their maſter— 
and of God's bleſſing bis fiinple means of peeling the 


longing to bring forth a motley progeny like the 
nods, which he ſer in the troughs, and the dream of 
the ſpeckled ram begetting the ſpotted inheritance 


the- unmerited goodnefs of my God in ſetting the 

ſuch a hoſtile force as to ſlay the inhabitants of the 
neceffitous had entangled him—and directing my 
eyes to the little lodgment of the birds, when all 
ether ſupplies ſeemed to be cut off ;—it ſo operated 
compunction, love, joy, and peace, which 1 felt |— 


O the goodneſs of God ta the children of men I evident- 
ly ſaw, that both in providence and in grace, God is 


covenant. of grace at all; but that Jeſus Chriſt was 


notion 
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notion in the weak of the flock of any partiality in 


God to me in particular; knowing that Gad #5 #9 . 


ſpecter of perſons, but in every nation thoſe that ſear 
bim and work righteouſneſs, are accepted of him. 
I found that my pay would hardly ſupport my fa- 
mily with comfort, and it came into my mind that I 
could mend ſhoes, if I tried at it, I accordingly 
ſent my dame to Kingſton to buy me ſome materials 
for this bufineſs, and I began on it, and became a 
decent proficient at it in a very little time; which 
helped me ſo much, that I got all my things our of 
| pawn, and kept myſelf entirely out of debt. But it 
happened one night, that my dame complained to 
me, that ſhe had nothing for the child but barley 


cake. I told her I had a job of cobbling to do, and 


would fit up that night and do it, and in the morn» 


ing the work might be carried home, and peradven»= 


ture ſhe might get the money: ſo we fat up, and 
worked together till between eleven and twelve 


o'clock, at which time I heard a perſon call at my 


window; I went down, and found ſeveral men on 
horſeback, (to appearance they were {mugglers), wha 


. _ enquired their way to Malden Mills. I went a little 


way to ſhew them, and when I left them, one of 
them gave me a ſhilling. I received it, and my very 

| hair moved upon my head at the reflection of the 
_ daily providences. of God.——1 mention this, be- 

| cauſe God fays, The gold and the filver is bis ; —that 
it is E * who maketh mm and mate; rich and 


} 
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that it is He who bringeth low, and lifieth up.—Theſe 
things ſo endeared God to me, that I often called 
him my Bank—my Banker—and my bleſſed overſeer ; 
and earneſtly begged that he would condeſcend to 
be my tutor, my maſter, and my provider ; and never 
leave me in the hands of mortals either for tuition, 
protection, or for temporal ſupplies -—and I no 
longer envied the rich in this world: for if they 
were gracious, they only ſee one fide of God's face, 
they having an independent ſtock in hand; and if 
graceleſs, they are of all fleſh the mot miſerable ;— 
and I ſaw clearly that the moſt eminent ſaints in the 
Bible were brought into low circumſtances, as Jacob, 
David, Moſes, Joſeph, Job, and Jeremiah, and all the 
Apoſtles, in order that the hand of Providence might 
be watched. | 555 

When reit came on, my dame farmed me 
that ſhe ſhould go to gleaning, in order to pick up 
ſome wheat to make bread with; ſo ſhe and I gene- 
rally got up.about three,o'clock in the morning, and 


J gleaned with her till ſix, and then went to my 


work ; but ſhe continued till eight o'clock, and then 
went home with her corn, ate her breakfaſt, got the 
child up from bed, (which all this time had been 
left alone), and then ſhe went off for the day. At 
this time I had begun to preach at Ewell Marſh, 
which made no ſmall ſlir ti:at way ; therefore the far- 
mers drove my dame out of the fields, and the glea- 


ners came about her like a  ſhoal of ſmall birds at - 
1 | tending 
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tending the funeral of a dead hawk, and ſwore that 
die par ſons WIVES ſhould not glean there. Mat, ſaid 
they, zwives F the clergy go a. glraning! I own it 
is not a good ſign, nor a good ſight, to ſee Levites 
gleaning ; but if the blind guides ſteal the offerings 
of God, which ſhould feed the Levites, the Levites 
then muſt work, or ſtarve. 
In ſcripture a goſpel miniſter is compared to an 
ox, and he muſt tate Chriſt's yoke, and learn to draw; 
and when his day's work is ended, he muſt tread 
out the corn, if required; and if God uſes him © 
plow up the fallow ground. of the beart, he muſt ex- 
pect to work hard and fare hard. To be @ goſpel la- 
bourer i is a rare thing; but to be a dumb dog - to lay 
at the bone, and forget to bark, is very common. We 
read in ſcripture of the oxen plozwing, while the afſis 
were feeding beſide them, Job i. 14.— But ſtill God's 
hand was ſeen; for if they drove her out of one field, 
- ſhe was ſurely directed into another, where the often 
found them carrying che corn, and then ſhe got the 
firſt and prime gleanings of the whole field. At fix 
o'clock I went in ſearch after her, and gleaned with 
her till nine, or as long as we could ſee an ear of 
corn; and when I went after her, I knew not where 
ſhe was, nor how far ſhe had been chaſed that day : 
and whether ſhe was a mile or two miles diſtant, I 
always went that way which my mind led me, and 
conſtantly went as ſtraight to her as if I had actually 
known where the was, and never miſſed her track ; 
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but found her every night, the whole five weeks, 
whether ſhe was eaſt, weſt, north, or ſouth. And 


when I came, I was entertained with an account of 


all the chacings her purſuers had given her, and how 
they had threatened to rob her of her corn, —I told 


her Boaz was not in the field; if he had, he would 


not have ſerved her ſo,—It is true, we uſe his words 
in our church ſervice, The Lord be with you ; and the 
pious reapers reply, Aud with thy ſpirit ; but this 
language is now quite out of faſhion i in our harveſt 


fields. 


But notwithſtanding their chafing the clergyman” ' 
wife from field to field, the gleaned as much or more 
than Ruth of old did. As for our harveſt, that was 


piled up on each fide of our bed, which ſerved in- 


ſtead of curtains ; ſo we ſlept, defended with the ſtaff - 


of life, having all our tithes in our bed-chamber, and 


which by the by I believe was one of the ſmalleſt . 

tithe-barns in Chriſtendom. Our corn was threſhed 
out in the chamber, and winnowed on the Marſh, 
and a ſheet ferved for a barn floor;-—The whole 
quantity of our wheat amounted, when meaſured, to 
four buſhels and a quartern, exclufive of ſome peaſe, - 


and a little barley.—My dame threſhed out the corn, 
and baked the bread, and I paid her ſo much per 


| loaf, as an encouragement to her future induſtry, 
and to buy her ſuch neceſſaries as ſhe wanted, —God _ 
_ viſiting me with ſuch ſevere poverty withouf, and con- 
ſcience ping me ſtrictly honeſt wirhin, drove me 
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to be as ſevere with my wife as Paul was with his 
flock, when he made a law, that if any would woe 
work, neither mould they eat. 

I ſhould not have entertained my reader with ſuch 
a long account about gleaning, if God had not left. 
ſo much of it upon record in the book of Ruth, 
where we have an account of that ſpiritual proſelyte | 
going to plean, in order to ſupport herſelf arid her 
mother-in-law yea, the grain that ſhe gleaned, and 
the quantity ſhe gleaned alſo,—and of the good 
harid of her God in guiding her to the field of Boaz, 
a man whom Providence had appointed to be her 


85 future partner in life, and who was her huſband, in 
law reckoning, oh 


ded the covetous and unbeliev- 
ing kinſman, whom Heaven refuſed to honour with 


ſuch a wife, declined his lawful right, for fear that bis 


obedience to God's command ſhould bring him to 


| poverty. But God, who commands us not 10 be un- 


e qually yoked together, guided her to the feld of Boas, 
a man who did not curſe her for her religion, but 
who commended: her for her faith, chaſtity, and in- 
duſtry ; : and added the bleſfing of God to the begun 
work of grace, and wiſhed her a full reward of the 


Tord Gid of Feel, wider whoſe wings ſhe was come fo 
vl. 


In the following winter the Lord ſent a very deep 


- ſnow, which lay a conſiderable time on the the ground. 
At this timE our wheat was of great uſe to us, as it 


ſupplied us with bread for two or three months. But 
= we 


* 
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eyes, and for ſome, months [ was in danger of loſ-. 
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we were ſhortly brought into another ſtrait through ED 
this ſnow, becauſe we uſed to buy faggots of our 
.lahdlady to burn, which was all the fuel we could 


get at this time: our landlady one night informed | 
us, that ſhe had but ten faggors left, which the muſt 
keep for herſelf, as there was no likelihood of the 
ſnow going away; therefore ſhe told us ſhe could 
ſell no more. To this I replied, that if ſhe was in 


trouble for fear of ſuffering with the cold, when ſhe 


had fo much wood by her, ſurely we had much more 
cauſe to fear, who had a young child. However, 1 
begged of God that night to take away the ſnow, or 
ſend us ſomething to burn, that our little one- might 
not periſh with the cold, and the next day morning. 
the ſnow was all gone, God had ſent out his word, and 
melied it; be bad cauſed his wind to blow, and the bg 


10 flow, Pſal. cxlvii. 18. 


After ſome time our wheat was gone, KI we were 


| obliged to cat barley again; —and our having paid 


away our money to redeem our cloaths, we began to 


get very ſhort) of other neceſſary apparel, which we 
' ſoon got ;—for by my working by day, cobbling at 
- nights, and living upon barley, we kept ourſelves _ 
out of debr, and tolerable decent in cloaths. But 
this living on barley was attended with very bad con- 
ſequences ; for as I had never been uſed to it before, 


and as I lived on it almoſt entirely, without mixing. 
it with wheat, it threw a violent humour into my 


bs 
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ing my ſight; but by uſing one e fimple thing or other, > 

they got better. My ſecond daughter too, brought 

the ſame humour into the world with her, and both 


myſelf and the child had it more or for 
years, though not ſo violently bad as at I have 


often viewed this affliftion on the child with gre: 
grief; but in anſwer to prayer, God healed her eyes 
and mine too, ſo that 8 was perfectly reco- 
vered. | 
When harveſt again came on, we went to glean» 
ing, as before, and-got no leſs than five buſhels of 
corn; but my dame was purſued as formerly ;—for 
my continuing to preach had alarmed and much of- 
| fended almoſt the whole pariſh, therefore they were 
more fierce in purſuing her. On the other hand, 
ſome were afraid to go nigh her, for fear of catching 
a religious infection; for they reported abroad, that 
there was ſomething of a power that ſeized upon them, 
and that if we once got them to hear what we had to 
ſay, there was no getting away from our religion 
for this ſecret ſomething that ſeized them, held them fo 
faſt, that they muſt immediately change their own 
| religion, —I have known ſome men (whom I have 
met on the road) go quite out of the path, and take 
a circle in the field, rather than paſs me on the road, 
juſt as if that /ecret ſomething could not ſeize them whilſt 
zwalking on the graſs, as well as on the foot pull. 
I now began to loſe favour with my maſter. I had 
preaches among the poor people, till ſome of them 
D2 refuſed 
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refuſed to work on the Lord's day.—My maſter en- 
quired into the cauſe of that, and was informed that 
the gardener had been preaching to them againſt pro- 
faning the Lord's day; therefore ſome would not 
work on that day; and others murmured, becauſe 
they were compelled to labour, while others were 
exempted. This provoked my maſter much, and he 
told me he ſhould expect me to work in the garden 
on the Lord's day. I told him I did not chuſe to do 
that: he then ſwore at me, and ſaid that I ſhould do 
it, or I ſhould not work for him. I replied, that 1 
would: not, if I loſt my employment: ſo in a few 
days after, he told me, with ſeveral imprecations, 
to work no more for: him. He owed me a trifle for z 
a few. days work; but as he did not offer to pay me, 
I never aſked/him for it. He knew at the ſame time 
that my wife was great with child, and ready to ly- 
in; and he alſo knew T was very poor.—I was in- 
formed that he expected me to come back with a 
fuppliant:knee 3 but I was determined that 1 oe 
not ſell my conſcience for a hf of barley bread, as it 
had coſt my Saviour ſo much to purge it; therefore 
Eſet off for Thames-Ditton, and carried coals in the 
river for fourteen months, at ten ſhillings per week, 
and preached during that time on the Lord's day, 
and one evening lecture in the week. All this time 
J ſuffered much both in body and mind, and found 
that the. iniquity of thoſe who wrought with me, be- 
gan t harden my heart ; therefore I Mas determined 
L | Es 8 | £ to 
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to leave it, and go to my old buſineſs again. I got 
three or four days work at Moulſey: but a farmer 
came to my maſter, and told him to diſcharge me; 
for at this time I had began to preach out of doors, 
and it was at Moulſey where I committed this great 
offence of preaching Jeſus Chriſt in the high road. 
On this account I was turned out of employment, 
and remained ſo for three weeks, during which time 
a gentleman at Mitcham ſent for me to come over 
| there the week following, to preach in their meet- 
ing, as he had long entertained a great defire of hear= + 
hs me. | | 3 
A few days before this, a gentleman had given me 
an old black coat and waiſtcoat, which being very 
large, made coat, waiſtcoat, and breeches for me, 
So on the day appointed I put on my parſonic at- 
tire, which was the firſt time I ever appeared clad in 
that colour—my uſual appearance being more like 
the ploughman, or the fiſherman ; but now poor La- 
Zarus appeared in the external habit of a pricſt—and 
ſarely the good hand of my God was with me, and 
I went and delivered my meſſage im his name.— As 
it had been reported that a coalheaver was coming to 
Preach, there was a great many people gathered to- 
gether to hear me; and when I had finiſhed my dif- 
courſe, a a gentlewoman came to me, and gave me a 
neu book, and bleſſed me; a gentleman too, put a let- 
ter into my hand, and laid an injunction on * not 


to open it till I got home. When 1 opened! it, there 
ä was 
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was a guinea in it, ana four ſhillings, with theſe 
words written, Take this as from the hand of the 
Lord, for the labourer is worthy of his hire,” 
Like x, 17, 
Theſe kind providences of God did wonderfully 
endear the Lord to me, and brought me to live by 
the faith of him for a ſupply of all my wants; and 
indeed I was obliged to do it, for I could get no 
employment, And though I had preaching enough 
for a biſhop, yet J had nothing coming i in to live 
upon for ſo doing: my flocks were as poor as my- 
ſelf, at leaſt the-generality of, them; and my ply 


Os «Mill continued ififrealing. 


In this dilemma; a profeſfor of the eb, who 
was by trade a Jhoemaker, aſked me one day to come 
to him, and learh to make little chilqren's ſhoes, which 

at laſt I agreed to, and was taught to make them 
(though in «4 very rough manner) in a A Hart Perf of 
ine . . 

I now took my work home to my houſe, 5 
| wrought there; and a few poor journeymen who at- 
tended my miniſtry, who were fingle men, (and there- | 

fore not ſo poor as their paſtor) gaye me ſome tools, 
till at lengt] I became a Shoemaker, and worked at it 
for my bread, while the love of Chriſt conſtrained 
me to preach for the good of ſouls, without making 
the golpel a burden to any, I was now in'as "bad a 
tate a as poor Paul, who preached the. goſpel freely, 
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miniſtering to his neceſſities, when his tongue was 
miniſtering to the neceſſities of thouſands. If he 
had preached up heathen morality, he need not have 
fared ſo hard; for the world loves that, and the 
preachers.'of it. The Saviour ſays, The world loves 
her czon, and ſhe never ſerves her own children as ſhe 
does the children of God. 

As II began this bufineſs fo late in my life-time, I 
was a very flow hand at it; therefore I was obliged 
to turn my help- meet into a ſhop-mate, that is, I taught 
my wife to cloſe the ſhoes which I made, and both 
of us could earn about eight ſhillings per week. At 
this time I had five times a- week to preach conſtant 
| ly, on which account I was forced to lay my Bible 
in a chair by me, and now and then read à little, in 
order to furniſh myſelf with matter for the pulpit. 
-"it ſometimes happened that I was under ſore tempta- 
tions and deſertions ; the Bible, too, appeared a ſealed 


book, infomuch that I could not furniſh myſelf with - 


a text; nor durſt I leave my work in order to ſtudy, 
or read the Bible; if I did, my little ones would ſoon 
want bread : my work would alſo run very crofs at 
thoſe times : I therefore found the miniſtry of the 
goſpel ro be work enough for any man, without leav- 
ung the word of God to ſerve tables. 

After I had been about eight or ten months at 
this work, my maſter failed in buſineſs, and nobody 
| elſe would employ me. I was now a fortnight, or 
more, out of em ployment, which ſorely tried me in- 
he i yo 0 
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deed ; for it ſo happened, that we were forced to put 
our little ones to bed one night without a ſupper, and 
their dinner was a very ſcanty one; and when they 
ſaw me look into the cupboard, and ſhut the door 
again without giving them any thing, they liſped out 
ſome very pathetic, though broken accents, expreſ- 
five of want, which touched my parental feelings 
ery ſorely, and took away my reſt for that night, 
n the 1 morning I got up and went out; but where to 
go I knew not; and to ſtay at home and ſee my little 
ones want 8 1 could not endure the thought of. 
But theſe words were ſweet and ſuitable to me, He 
Bath choſen the Poor 7 this world, rich i in faith, and beirs 
| of the kingdom : and I well knew it was eg ier for a 
| camel. to go through the needle” $ eye, than for a rich man 70 
enter the kingdom of Cod. In this miſerable ſituation 
1 knew not where to go; if I left off preaching, and 
run from the work as Jonah did, J ſhould deny the Lord 
that bought mee—Though | I was willing to work, yer 
none would employ me, on account of my religion— 
and if 1 ſtaid at home, my little ones were crying 
for bread. Indeed, I ſhould often have ran fram the 
work of God, if his terrors had not ſtood on my 
conſcience i in battle array againſt me. At this time 
no book could uit me but the Lamentations of Je- 
remigh—to theſe I copſtantly fled for e for 
1 often, like him, was for running away, ut could 
hot; therefore God fulfilled his word—they ſhall be 
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morning as far as Kingſton, but where I was to be 
directed to find relief, I knew not: however, jult as 
I cane into the town, it came ſuddenly in my mind 
to go to Mr. Chapman, who lived on Hounſlow Heath, 
2 perſon who. had known me for ſome years, even 
before I or he knew the Lord: but about the ſame 
time that I was called by grace, he was called alſo ; | 
and he had often invited me to come and viſit him, 
which I had not done. But now I obeyed the im- 
pulſe which I felt, and accordingly went over Kingſ- 
ton bridge, directly to Hounſov-Heath, where I found 
him and his wife at home. I was, however, deter- 
mined not to make my deep diſtreſs known to them, 
but intended to watch the good hand of my God ia 
this journey.—T he good man and his wife received 
me very affectionately, and after they had kindly en- 
| tertained me, loaded me home with many fimple 
dainties for the children, though at that time they 
knew not how I had left them. And it came to paſs 
hen 1 departed, that the good man walked two 
15 miles with me, and when he was on the road, he gave 
me a guinea, which I refuſed ; and told him if he 
would give me half-a-guinea,.I would accept of that, 
provided his wife had been acquainted with it. He 
| ſaid ſhe had; and I took the half - guinea from him, 
| and wondered how I ſhould pay the fare of the bridge, 
to get home, fearing they would not. be able to give 
me change : but I caſt my eyes on the ground, and 
. lay a Peng, which ſerved for the purpoſe of 
1 Paying | 
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| paying the toll of the bridge; fo I got. ſafe home, 
and was received with a hearty welcome. And thus 
I made a better voyage of it than Naomi, Zoho went 
out full, and returned emply. 

"S I had loft all my employment in . 
I was obliged to try another branch of buſineſs :—I 
therefore commenced cobbler ; but none would em- 
ploy me in this bufineſs, except thoſe who attended 
my miniſtry—conſequently, ſometimes I had work, 

and ſometimes I had none. This branch of buſineſs 
I found attended with many inconveniences : for it 
often happened at the beginning of the week, that I 
had little to do, and at the latter end, rather more 
than J could get done; likewiſe ſi itting up till twelve 
o'clock on the Saturday night, and having eleven 
miles to walk, and three times to preach on the Lord's 

day, rendered my labours too hard for me, as my 
hing was very inconſiderable: however, God made 


this circumftance of great uſe to my ſoul; therefore 


It was one of the all things that zwork together for good. 


1 had naturally a very great flow of ſpirits, and 
this poor way of living gradually brought on me an 


Inward weakneſs, attended with the loſs of appetite ; 
—and this weakneſs rendered me incapable of taking 


proper nouriſhment, which at times my labours ren- 


_ dered very neceſſary. 1 could drink nothing but 


uater, or ſmall beer, for ſome years together, which 


at times brought me ſo low, that I was obliged to gird 


my ſtomach with an handkerchief 28 tight as I could | 


3 = bear 
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| Hear it, in order to gather ſtrength, to enable me to 
deliver three diſcourſes a-day. At length I got fo 
low, that one pint of good ſmall beer rendered me in- 
capable of a ſteady walk ; and Satan violently tempt» 
ed me on this head, Some of my friends, who faw 
the caſe that I was in, and fearing that I ſhould 
ſhortly come to an end, laboured hard to diſſuade me 
from this mode of living, but in vain ; ſometimes 
they would mix my ſmall beer with a little ale, which 
IT could immediately detect, and was apt to view them 
my enemies for fo doing: but they did this, fearing 
that I ſhould throw myſelf into a conſumption, and 
that one little branch of the Church of Chrift mighe 
faſtain a loſs by it. For five years I went on in this 
manner, till there was ſcarcely aue flep betrween me and 
death: but I gradually got rid of this habit, as the 
Lord appeared more precious to me in a way of pro- 
vidence, and God ſanctified it to the good of my 
ſoul ; for this poverty and bad living brought many 
infirmitics on me, which have at times lain as a can- 
ker-worm at the root of my natural levity. I began 
now clearly to ſee that God intended to eſtabliſh me 
as a preacher of the goſpel, by the many doors which 
he opened before me, as alſo from the circumſtance 
of many ſouls being awakened by my inſtrumentaliry, 

Bleſſed be God ! ſuch ſhall be my joy, and crown of re- 
Joicing, in the day of the Lord Feſus. © | 

I found jt, however, impoſſible to preach five or 
n times a- week, and ney” on the buſineſs of cob- 


bling 
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bling at the ſame time; eſpecially, as it generally 


came in fo faſt at the latter end of the week —a time 
when I wanted to ſtudy the ſcriptures, in order to 


furniſh my ſelf with matter for the Lord's s day. 1 


determined, therefore, to give up this employment, 
and continue in the work of God ary, whatever I 
might ſuffer by it. In conſequence of this reſolu- 
tion, I went to a poor cobbler, who lived in the ſame 


Place with me, and to him I gave my kit of 7ols, 


threw myſelf entirely on the propitious arms of kind 


Providence, and gave myſelf wholly to the er of the 
cord and prayer. 


At this time I had left my ready-furniſhed * 
ing, and rented a little cottage, at three pounds eigh- 


teen ſhillings per annum; and we had about half as 


much furniture to put in it, as a porter would carry 
at one load. 

Having thus left off my cobbling buſineſs, Pr 
dence exerciſed my faith and patience very ſharply at 
times, and ſuffered me to get a little behind-hand 
in the world, which cauſed me to cry and pray day 
and night; as I knew that the cauſe in which I was 
embarked would be expoſed to contempt, if I cons 
tracted a debt and could not pay it. And though 
this is not felt by the rich, yet it lays heavy on the 
mind of the poor honeſt Chriſtian, | Bur, in anſwer . 


ro prayer, God ſent to my houſe 2 gentleman of great 


Property, who, 1s. very much. noted in the religious 


mga ben ;—and after he had aid with me 
a few 
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a few hours, he ordered his carriage, and at his de- 
parture gave me ſive guineas, which I was amazed 
at, as he was a ſtranger to me, and one whom I never 
ſaw before. This ſerved to buy me ſome few houf-- 
hold neceſſaries, and alſo to pay off the debt which I 
had contracted.— Oh, who would not chuſe the pre- 
cious life of dependency on God, when the tender 
regard of Providence in our poverty is ſo clearly ſeen 
in thoſe rich ſupplies, which-are poured forth in an- 
ſwer to the ſimple, though powerful, prayer of faith! 
At this time J ſtood in great need of linen, and alſa 

of a ſuit of cloaths, my old black cloaths having be- 
gun to get very bad.— I often begged this favour of 
God, agreeable to his own word. I God fo clothe 
the graſs, which" to-day is, and to-morrow is ca into the 
oven, will he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith *- 
But God exerciſed my patience long, and taught me 
the neceſſity of importunity in prayer; and at laſt be 
| anſwered me by terrible things in righteouſueſs, for he ſtut 
a violent ſtorm of perſecution, which, from its prov-' 
ing intolerable; obliged me to ſeek redreſs from the 
law of the land, as I was legally licenſed. My ap- 
peal, however, proved in vain; for, upon the trial, 


my licence proved an improper one, from the vπ 


teacher, or preacher, being left out of it; which was 
their fault, not mine, as I had applied, and procure 
it legally.— I was now obliged to go to London, ard 
get another licence and here the anſwer to my for- 
mer prayers apſ eared.— I was obliged to tarry in 
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London all night,—and as there was a perſon in 
town who had long wanted to ſee me, not from any 
perſonal knowledge of me, but from various reports 
he had heard of the Lord's dealings with me, I en- 
deavoured to find him out, and accordingly did: 
he received me very courteouſſy, and kindly enter- 
tained me, at a time of my undergoing a ſharp trial. 
A,. man's own heart 4 his way, but the Lord directeil 
— 
As anſwers to prayer now d to be wholly de- 
nied, my faith in God's providence began to fail ; 
and in very deed I was determined to leave my mi- 
niſterial work, and go and ſettle at Guildford, where 
I thought I could get employment as a gardener, and 
| preach to my little flock at Wooking on the L. ord's 
_ day.—Prt, alas! there are many devices in a man's heart, 
aut the council of the Lord that ſhall land. However, 
An order to accompliſh this with ſome degree of con- 
ſcience, I endeavoured to get a ſupply of miniſters 
for the various places I preached at. But all my 
. efforts were in yain : and indeed there was little en- 
couragement for any to undertake to ſupply them, 
as they were ſo diſtant from London, and as it was 
in much oppoſition that the cauſe was carried on; 
befide, there were neither zithes, offerings, nor ſurplice. 
| fees attending their labours.—Thoſe who undertook. 
the work, muſt haye gone on ada _— at 


3 
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ſo very low, I was hardly able to go through the work 
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As 1 could not poſſibly get any aſſiſtance in my 
miniſterig] labours, I knew not how to go on, as | had 
no cloaths fit to be ſeen in.—lI ſuffered too even for 
want of the common neceſſaries of life; for I had as 
much travelling and preaching as I was able to do, if 
J had lived ever fo well; but as I was obliged to live 


in any ſhape. I was as badly of as poor Paul—I ſuffered 
hunger, cold, and nakednefs. 
The good man whom 1 have before mentioned, 


and at whoſe houſe I lodged that night, purpoſed that 


I ſhould go into Suſſex, to preach at the place of his 
nativity. I anſwered, the apparel I then had on was 
all the cloaths I was poſſeſſed of, and therefore I was - 
really not fit to be ſeen any where, and that I was 
likewiſe in debt. He aſked me if I would ſtay and 
preach in one of his rooms in the evening to a few. 
friends, whom he would invite. I complied with his 
requeſt, and accordingly preached ; and three gentle- 
men gave me each a guinea ;—the good man alſa 
went to ſome of his friends, and made it up nine 
guineas, with which ſum I got proper cloathing, and 
other neceffaries ; and there was a little money leſt 
to pay ſome debts which I had contracted.— Thus 1 
went home with a full anſwer to my prayers, and ia 
my ſecond ſuit of parſonic attire, This circumſtance 
much encouraged my faith in God's providence, and 
cauſed me perpetually to beg of God to be my only 


provider, teacher, and maſler ; and that he would al- 


Ez ways | 
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ways · direct my ſteps, and ſupply my wants, and not | 


leave me dependent on the arm of mortals. In my 


- 


called me without the inſtrumenrality of any preach- 
er, and ſent nie out without the approbation or diſ- 
approbation of any one, and had in a way of provi- 


Prayers 1 often made this my plea— that as he had 


dence opened many doors before me, and bleſſed my 
labours to the good of many ſouls that he would 


alſo let his Providence appear to me as Imight ſtand 
in need of it— that I might not be burthened with 


cares about what I ſhould cat, or what J ſhould arink, 
or wherewithal T ſhould" be clathed'; but that 1 might 
devote body; ſoul, time and talents to the glory of 
his name, and to the good of his choſen.— Theſe 
petitions God has been pleaſed to anſwer i in ſome 
meaſure ever ſince.—I have been young, and. now am old; 
yet have Int ſeen the righteous forſuten, „ nor ts fed 


e bread. 


. my return from London, I could not help TY | 
ing my boaft' of God, even in the pulpit; and as my 

| perſectitors' had burnt me in effigy a little while be- 
fore, I told my audience that God had ſent me a new 
ſuit of cloarhs as it were our of the aſhes, my perſecu · 5 


tors having burnt a ſuit of cloaths, with which they 


cloathed* the effigy, not much unlike my old ſuit. 
Seeing me thus clad was a great grief to the oppoſers 


of God: they were ſorry to ſee any 1 up to I" 
rhe 1 the ctildren Yo Mel. | 


* 


I had 
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1 had now a pleaſing gale of proſperity for ſome 
time; but ſhortly after, another cloud of frowning pro- 
vidences gathered thick over my head, and kept me 
long in ſuſpence, until I had run fourteen or fifteen 
pounds in debt—a ſum which I had never owed be- 
fore. The greateſt debt which I had ever contracted 
- amounting only to three or four pounds; but as 
my faith in providence had been ſharply tried, and 
had gathered ſome ſtrength by theſe trials, a greater 
burthen was laid on me; and thus I found Faith's 
taſk to be always proportionable to her ſtrength. In 
tte midſt of this trouble, the little flock at Wooking 
| defired me to take the charge of them, and to be 
ordained over them, to which I conſented, and gave 
my promiſe, —On my road home, however, after I 
had given my promiſe, Satan violently tempted me; 
and unbelief and carnal reaſon fell in with the temp- 
tation. I was tempted for having refuſed ſome calls 
in the country, where the people would have ſup- 
ported me as their paſtor, if I would have accepted 
of their call; but now I had agreed to take the 
charge of à flock that could not ſupport me, 1 
ſhould: be for ever tied down from accepting any 
other call; that my family was ftill increaſing'z—= 
that 1 wes deeply in debt; that my cloaths were 
got as bad as ever; — that my year was pow out p— 
and that my gracious maſter had not given me a new 
FBuvery, nor was there any appearance of it. But 
bkflcd be God, I had the inward recompence of a 
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good conſcience, becauſe I- did not rale the overfight | 
¶ God's flock for fililiy lucre, but-of a ready mind. 
Having waded ſome time in this dreadful. flood, 
1T began at length to ' reaſon from paſt experience, 
that God had hitherto been gracious ;' and as he had 
ſet me to work, I muſt look to Him for my wages. — 
But this Satan attempted to overthrow, by ſuggeſt- 
ing that I was never ſo much in debt before. This 
I knew to be true; ſo my faith began to fail, and I 
miſtruſted the providence of God. — But theſe words 
came ſo ſweet to my mind, and with ſo much power, 
that it bore down all that the tempter could ſuggeſt: 
Seek ye firſt the kingdom of God and bis righteouſneſs, and all 
"theſe things ſhall be added unto you. — A chord ſpoken in due 
Kan is like apples of gold in pictures of filver. 
The next day evening I preached at Hammer- 
ſmith; and when I came down from the pulpit, a 
gentleman Repped up to me, and told me to call at. 
his houſe, for he had ordered a taylor to call and 
"meaſure me for a ſuit of cloaths, which he intended | 
to make me a preſent of. | As ſoon as the words were 
out of his mouth, the above-recited ſcripture recoiled 
on my mind with power, Seel ye firft the kingdom of - 
God and bis righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be add- 
ed wnio you. I hung down my. head, and wept for 
joy at che goodneſs of my God to one who was {6 
Bow of heart to believe. In 2 few days my cloaths 
were made, and I went and received them, — This | 


e Hs blow to my bk: and led me tq 
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ſee that God took care to order apparel for 1 | 


well as for Aaron and his 8 
Now the principal and moſt difficult work of 


+ faith was, to reconcile my mind as to my large debt 


being diſcharged—and how this was to be done, 1 
knew not; but this I knew, that 1. bad not impru- 
dently preſumed on God's providence, having con- 
tracted it merely to ſupply my wants; and as the 
Lord made me: truſt him for the fulfilment of his pro- 
miſes, I was forced to get others to truſt me, till my 
faith could get her wages in. Thus I ſcored my 
bleſſed maſter up, and in his own time he always paid 
it off with honour.— That God who wrought a mi- 
racle to clear the debt of a poor widow by Eliſha 
the prophet, will ſurely clear the juſt debts of hi 
poor miniſters, _ 

Soon after this, my friend in 16 aſked me to 
8 at his houſe, and I agreed to it; and when 
the day arrived, I went, but he told me he had con- 
ſulted the managers of Margaret · ſtreet Chapel about 
my preaching there; that they had agreed to it, and 
that it was advertiſed that I ſhould preach there that 
night. At this I was ſorely offended, as I was very 


much averſe to preaching in London, on ſeveral ac- 


counts; firſt, becauſe I had been told it abounded ſo 
much with all ſorts of errors, that I was afraid of 
falling into them, as there were ſo many that lay in 
wait to deceive., Another reaſon for my objeQing 
Wann was, that I had no learning, and 

Ez - therefore 
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therefore feared 1 ſhoüld not Be able to deliver my- 


ſelf with any degree of propiiety; and as I knew 


nothing of Greek or Hebrew, nor even of the Engliſi 
grammar, that 1 ſhould' be expoſed to the ſcour ging 
tongue of every critic in London. However, I preach- 
ed that night, and ſoon after I found 'myſelf induced 


| by ſundry perſuaſions to preach the word of God 


in that very chapel, During many weeks I laboured | 
under much diftreſs of mind, reſpecting my want of 
abilities to preach in that great metropolis. But God 
at laſt removed that diſtreſs, by his condeſcending to 
bleſs his word, even from my mouth; and he was 
pleaſed to deliver a young man from à capital error 
by the firſt diſcourſe I ever delivered at that place, 


which appeared not only a great encouragement to 
me at that time, but alſo a prelude to that future 


: ſucceſs which 1 might expect under God's promiſed 


bleſſing. The above-mentioned young man is now | 
a "preacher of the goſpel, and has been inſtrumental 


in calling others: thus I am become a nen 


from my firſt London diſcourſe. 


As 1 was a native of the Wild of Kent, which is 73s 
none of the moſt polite. parts of the world, I re- 


tained a good deal of my native dialect; and many 
of my expreſſions, to the ears of a grammarian, 


| ſounded very harſh and unceuth. This cifcumſtance 


cauſed many unfanctified critics to laugh and cavil 
at me; but when God permitted me to drop pro- 


na into compery wich _ of chofe who were 
ſo 


_ "livers us from the wrath of God, the 
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ſo very learned, and they began to pour — on 
ſome of my expreſſions, 1 generally found them very 
deficient i in the work of the Spirit on their own ſouls: 
and though- ſome of them ſeemed very wile in gol- 
pel doctrines, yet 1 could eafily find that their knows 
ledge was borrowed from commentators, becauſe they 
appeared great ſtrangers to the experience of them on 
their hearts, and alſo to the happy enjoynient of 
them; which T knew they would be able to give an 
account of, if ever they received them wet with deu 


and warm with boe floh heaven, in Anſiuer to the 


prayer of Fall It is true, Tome baye often con- 
| founded me in the ſenſe and t me ning of words, and 
| ikewiſe i in the origital texts, yet I found T could - 
much | confound- them | in the -ſenfible* operations 

25 Torx Gnosr, agreeable to the word of 2 

and by my own experience of the Spirit's work, could 
overthrow tine e reffions of their's front the He» 
brew language,” Hu, thoſe” who laboured to 


overthrow the divi vinity of the Son of God, the ma- 


nifeſtation of whom to my own foul, agreeable to 
his word, has. enabled me to foil the moſt accom- 
Plihed Arian T have ever yer contended with upon 
5 point. The only way to prove Chriſt's divinity 
is, to go to bim when overwhelmed with guilt and 
horror, and to pray to him as the eternal God; and 
If he appears the object of faith and prayer, and de- 
guilr of fin, 
the power of Satan, the fear of death, the ou of 


Eg the 


* 
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| the aw, and eternal damnation, and bleſſes. us with 
pardon, peace, love, and liberty, he ſeal be. the 
eternal God of gur. ſouls' ſalyatiqn, though Satan be 


the go d of this unhallowed world. But though 
the — talks of Cbriſt as a fone of help, yet if they 


allow, him to be no more than a creature, they might 
AS well call him a 1 foundation at once, as a rock ; 
or all fleſh i is au, an d. to duſe it muſt . return. Ane 
if he had not been God, he certainly would have ſeen 
corruption a as well as $ gther ci creatures have d done : ; and 
| that he was raiſed. from the dead 1s nar. Swing to his 


being man, but his being Goc, to death i an the 5 


felt, l but it guickened. by the Mit. His fleſh being! Tai ſed 
without ſeeing corruption, is owiyg tc to his being! he 
Son of, God y with power,; and ring im porralſey aud 
etetgal, ute in hunſelf, as the ſeli-exiſtent and inde- 


pendent Inova. 1 Apd 28 God the ] F -ather prepared 7 


A a body for him, and he w ingly came and, took it 


on him, to do his Father 8 will be wore that 


5 Helly garmept till he had finiſhed t the work his Fa- 


ther gaxe bim to go, and. chen dipped. it in blood, 
and lanctified bimſelf from o our ins, that he might 


fanRtify us ebe then laid it down for our life, age 


raiſed it again for our jutificarion ;—took | it at faſt to 


heaven as the Et of 1 them that ſleep, and appears 


in it as in an eternal temple, wherein: dwells the ! glorious 


Scnzkixan, & all the fulneſs of the godbead bodily. 


| And all our acceſs to God is only chrough that rent 


"Vail of his fleſh ; ; and 1 allows heiſt to be no 
8 W SE more 


* 
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bleſſed Spirit will never impreſt 
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more than a creature, denies all the intrinfic glory 
of the eternal godhead that ever dwelt between the 
cherubims, and condemns” every hoping ſoul that 
ever took ſhelter: under the AY wings of gd 
ALMIGHTY. ak 
Upon the whole, I found my ignorance of Greek 
and Hebrew, to be no impediment in the way of the 
Spirit of power, for I firmly believed, that God had 
zwritten his law on my htart ; and I am perſuaded, that 
what the Holy Ghoſt writes on the mind of man, is 
always agreeable- to the original text; and that if 
there are any errors in our Englifh tranſlation, the 
the minds of God's 
elect from a falſe copy, nor appear as the broad ſeal 
of heaven to ratify a lie. 6 e into 
all truth, and hie ſhall glorify me. * d 10 
But 1 ſhall now return to my former ſubject, — 
inform my reader how my faith managed the large 
debt which I mentioned before, God having long 
 Exertiſed my faith and patience, until I began to 
deſpair of ever getting out of its It ſo happened; 
that a capital error crept into the church of God at 
Horſham, in Suſſex; and ſome friends ſent for me, 
as it was a place at which I had often preached; and 
indeed this was the firſt place that I ever preached at 
in a public manner. I therefore complied with their 
_ requeſt; and in my way thither, I was bleſſed with 
one of the moſt comfortable and lively frames of 
: and that I had ever enjoyed. This frame was aby 
9 — *. 4 : tended 


. with a maſt gelighttful chain of — me- 
ditations, which, hen I arrived at my journey's end, 


I committed to paper, and ſent to a friend in town 
- which circumſtance, under God, paved a way for my, 
being invited to preach at Chelſea, which invitation 


I accepted of; and delivered; a diſegurſe from this 


tent Children, haue ye amy meat f I was afterward in- 


formed that a confirmed Arian came out. of curioſity, 
to hear me; and though I knew nothing of this cir- 
cumſtance, I was yet led, in the. courſe. of my ſer- 
mon, to be very ſevere againſt the deſtructive tenets 
of that ſect. In conſequence of this, the perſon went 
tome convinced and upon his arrival there, he was 
ſeized with a fit of. illneſs, during which Chriſt was 
gracioufly: pleaſet to: manifeſt his atonement to his 
conſcience. When he felt the power alle cried Out, 
gen he dartueſi is noto paſt, and the true ligbt ſlinetſi. 


He continued in this divine extacy till his body drops 
ped into the jaws of death, which was about a fort 
night after the aboye diſcourſe was delivered. Thus 


God fulfils his word, Thaſe that rrred in ſpirit ſhall 


bomb 10 dhe, 0 thoſe tha moped ho learn 


are 10 Ct? Sion ig : et af ome eng . 
But to return to 1 Ad ada, fa · 


mous for a liberal turn of mind, aſłed me home to 


kis houſe to lodge, which I gladly: accepted of; and 
in tue ebening he enquired about my health, mini- 


Rernal ſueceſs, and alſo concerning my circumſtances, 


As God 9 vn: ſo none but Gd 
5391 * could 
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could have inclined his heart to relieve me,—At my 
departure he gave me ten guineas. This precious 
anſwer to prayer, coming ſo ſcaſonable in a time of 
need, put my diſcontent to the bluſh, daſhed infide» 
lity itſelf out of countenance, and ſtopped the m_ 
of an accuſing devil. J in the Lerd, and do good 
fo ſhglt thou dwell i in the land, aud verily ce, Tall be 8 
Pfal. 3xxviia.3o. + ; | 
I found God's 1 to the Chriftian s Bavx 
Norzs, and a living faith will always draw on the 
divine BANXER; 3 Yea, and the Spirit of prayer, and 
2 deep ſenſe of want, will give an heir of promiſe a 


filial boldneſs at the-inexhauſtible BANK of heaven. 


Indeed the providence of God is a great. wyſtery z 
nor could I unriddle it, even while L was gaily exery 
ciſed with it.—1 have known, . during my _zefidence 
at Exell, that I have often begun the week with 
eighteen or twenty pence, ſometimes with two ſhily 
lings, at other times with, half. a-· crown ;—and we 
haye lived through the whole week upon that only, 


withont contracting any, debt and found it im- 


poſſible as the week's end, upon the belt reflection I 
could make, to tell how Land mine had been. ſup» 
ported through the week. At other times I have 


Found that my craving appetite had loſt, its keenneſs, 
inſomuch that I have been able to work hard for two 
days together without any food at all and ſome» 


times God has indulged me with ſuch beavenly views 
of a- glorified ſtate, and entertained my mind with 


ſuch 
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ſuch ſweet contemplations on futurity, that my dinner 
hour has paſſed away unnoticed; nor have Lonce had 
a thought about i it, till four or five « o'clock}, or neat 
the time of leaving my labour. But theſe bleſſed 
acts of God's providential regard are nothing new 
for he took away the appetite of Moſes and Elijah 
for forty days together; — and he is the fame God 
ſtill; — nor is his bountiful hand at all Nortened, though 
the faith of the neceſſilous has fo often Aretched it out.— 
T will leave in the midft of thee a poor and an afflited 
people, and: they Mall * in the name ok the A, 


Zeph. ili. 112. 
At my return, 1 went and cialis my debrs as 


far as the ten guineas would go, and left the other 
ſtandipg on the book, which Providence uſed as a 
future' exerciſe for my faith. About that time I was 
ordained over my little flock at Wovking, and then 
1 found Providence began to frown again, in order 
to keep me humble. However, all things worked 
together for my good ;—for being kept daily dee 
dent on God's providence by faith, I had the pre- 
cious enjoyment of ſweet communion with God; and 
every day did his providence and gracious care ap- 
pear more or leſs over me. I generally found thoſe 
bleſſings the ſweeteſt, which had cauſed me the moſt 
importunity in prayer. This makes the dimer” of 
herbs, where love ig, better than a  flalled o ox 6s dared 


therewith, Prov. xv. 2 5 | | 
| Obe 
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Some time after this, I was brought into 3 
firait, by receiving a letter which a me to give 
up one of my little flocks, and this happened to be 
one that was at that time my chief ſupport. This 
plot was laid by a perſon 1 who made a god of his 
wealth, and therefore he foynd fault with my ſer- 
mons, conceiving chat they were levelled at him.— 
And indeed the allegation was certainly well founded; 
for if 4 man has got the world in his heart, the preach- 
er is ſure of hitting him, if he ſhould only draz a 
. bow at a venture. For if the love of money be the root 
of all evil, it is impoſſible to wield the ſword of the 

Spirit without cutting either root or branch. 
However this alſo worked together for good, for 
it drove me to London; and when I leſt my own 
home on the Lord's day morning, my whole ſtock of 
money amounted to no more than twoapenc<: of this 

I took the one half, and left my dame the other; one 

' halfpenny of this I paid at Hampton-Court bridge; 

and ſoon after a poor. man aſked an alms of me, to 

whom I gave the other balfpenny ; ; aud chen 1 be- 

| ſought the Lord not to ſend any other perfon to aſk 

alms of 1 me, until his bountiful hand had ſupplied my 
own wants. However, this trial alſo worked toge- 

ther for my good, for it was the means of bringing 

me to preach conſtantly in London, and accordingly 

many who had heard me in town met with me at my 

| friend's houſe, and invited me to pretch-at Marga: et· 

ſreer Chapel ;—ſeveral friends alſo ſeat for me to 

| their 


| 
| 
| 
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Ps WS 


their 1 one gave me, a guinea, and others half- 


a-guinea, till I had enough to diſcharge « the debt 
- which I owed. 


| Mentioning theſe minute circumſtances bas offend- 
ed many and ſome of an independent fortune bave 
temporal things; A "tur t know that they have taken 
many worſe ſteps both to accumulate and keep their 
independence, and I think it. is better, to beg t than 7 
fed, as fay thoſe who ſpeak i in proverbs. 5 
I now wanted to return bome, fearing that wy fa 


mily would want bread ; but juft before the time of 
my departure, a friend from Richmond arrived, who 


Informed me he had been to Ditton, and ſupplied the 


wants of my family; ; for he ſaid he had been inform- 
ed of the affair, and gveſſed how my pocket ſtood ; 


therefore he had carried my wife ſome money,—Oh 


that men would praiſe. the Lord for his. goodneſs „ and for 
Vis zwonderful works o the children of i men Go thy oay, 
| ear thy breas with j Joy, and drink thy Wine. with a hat 


£5 7. 


beart ; ; for God now accepteth thy works, Ecelel. ix. 7 


At my return home, I diſcharged 5 debts, bay % 
ot. : 


: for A time went ſweetly. on, under the 


ſunſhine b 
ſent 1 me back 


again to o the flock which 1 had been commanded to 


leave by the mouth of a rich and covetous proteſſor. 


"Thus God | fruftrateth the councils of the wicked, fo *. his 
| hands cannot perform his enterprize. | 


But 


ol 
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But as the life of faith confiſts i in bearing the croſs 


of Chriſt, we muſt not expect to be long without 


trials. Providence ſoon frowned on me again, and 
I got behind-hand as uſual. This happened, too, at 
the time my wife was lying-in, and indeed the had not 
thoſe neceffaries of life which are needful at ſuch a 
time. The nurſe came and told her there was notes in 
the houſe :—my wife replied, ** Set the kettle on, if 
ce there is not.. The nurſe (who was a daughter of 


wine in the fich, aditicly; n lan, dn ern foul 


| that God called by me) replied, * Yau have no tea, 
cc nor can you get any: — my wife replied, « Sex 
© on the kettle. She did ſo; and before it boiled, 
a woman (with whom at that time we had no ac- 
quaintanee (eame to the door, and told the nurſe that 
ſhe had brought ſome tea as a preſent for my wiſe. 


Thus God, who ſhewed Moſes a flick to froeeten the 


Waters of Marah, ſent a little tea to bitter the water 


in my dame's kettle. Soon after my dame pot over 
her lying-in, tidings were brought to us, that a ge. 


pel miniſter was coming down to Kingſton to preach 
an evening lecture, and to break bread to the con- 
gregation.—T had a great defire to go to the table, 
and alſo to have my child baptized at the ſame time : 
but I never could go from'the Lord's table without 
offering my mite; and at this time it fo happened 
that 1 had no money in my pocket, and therefore 


could not go. However, I begged of God to ſend 


me a little money, ſome way or other, for this 
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. purpoſe, and I yerily believed I ſhould have it. I 


waited: till within half an hour of the time to go, and 


j then I began to think I ſhould be diſappointed : but 
juſt as unbelief began to call to murmuring and com- 


plaining, I heard a man ride up to my door as I was 
in my ſtudy, at the back part of the houſe ; and when 


1 heard: him ride away again, I called to my wife to 
get ready to go.—* Get ready ſaid ſhe, © why, 
% you know we have no money!“ “ Poh ! poh ! *. 
ſaid 1 God has ſent the money ;” 73 I began to 
get ready. And true enough. it was that God had 


ſent it; for that was all the buſineſs the man had 
with us, namely, to give us ſome money. Surely i it 


was God that ſent him, and none elſe ; for if the hairs 
¶ our lead are all numbered, we have reaſon to he- 
lieve that our wants are: and that if God certainly 
keeps our hairs from falling to the ground, he ſup- 
pPlies our wants alſo, Thus the good God and Savi- 

our, who made a fiſh produce money for an earthly 
tribute, ſent us three ſhillings as an offering 10 God, and 


"ay 


3 a certain friend, and promiſed to pay him on the 
Thurſday night following, if he would call for it; 
and I begged of God to ſend it me from ſome quarter 
or other, and I firmly believed he would do it. The 
day before my friend was appointed to call on me 
for the money, I was to go out to preach among 
my friends, and I earneſtly begged of God to ſend it 


0Ws we offered io him, 1 Chron. xxix. 14. 
n after this, I was:obliged to borrow a guinea 


me 


2 > 
n 
„ 
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me that day, if it was his will and pleaſure 3 and 1 
had no more doubt & God's ſending it, than I had 
of my own exiſtence : however, I returned home 
without it, and wondered how it could be, when the 


Saviour ſays, V bal ſoever ye ſhall aſt believing, ye ſhall 


Y have it, and nothing ſhall be impoſſible unto you. I told 


the Lord that I prayed in faith for ir, and that I firm- 
ly believed I ſhould have it, but had not got it, 
This text of ſcripture came with power to my mind, 
Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and the evidence 
of things not ſeen. I had from that time a ſweet view 
of that text of ſcripture, and delivered ſeveral diſ- 
courſes from it, which God ſeemed to bleſs with 
power. But to return to my ſubject— As ſoon as 
I came home, I began to fret, becauſe I had not 
got the money that I expected; but ſiil the text 
anſwered me, Faith is the ſubflance-of things hoped for, 
&c, I replied, If it be the ſubſtance, it is as ſure as 
< the thing itſelf,” Upon this, the man came into 
my ſtudy, and I was going to make an apology to 
bim 1 1 beſore I opened my mouth, the good man 


tiaſid, I come to deſire you not to think of paying 
| "ms me the guinea, for I have made you a preſent of 


40 it, and God bleſs you with it.“ - As ſoon as he 
Was gone, the ſame paſſage of ſcripture recoiled upon 
my mind again with much comfort, Faith is the ſab- 
farce of things hoped for, &c. and indeed fo I clearly 
law it to be both in ſpirituals and temporals. Thus: 
my faith was not confounded, not my hope diſap- 
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pointed; all my trouble ſprung from my own fit, 
which was limiting the Holy "One of Jrael: my way 
was expecting the money to pay the debt; but 
God's way was to take away from my creditor. the 
expectation of payment. Thus, like Joſeph's brethren, 
I intended to ſhew myſelf faithful and honeft, by paying the 
money; but our . ſpiritual Joſeph was minded to ſhnew 


| me, that he had "on me _—_— in Ad. Lon of my 


creditor. | 
About that time a 1 came to me, 21 offered 


to let the houſe to- me which he then lived in, as he 
was going to leave it. I own I had a defire after it, 


| becauſe it had a large garden belonging to it, which 
4 could look after myſelf and raiſe many vegetables, 
which would help to ſupport my family: —the gar- 


den was walled in alſo, which I much admired, as I 
was very fond of retirement; and there was a ſtable, 
a brewhouſe; and every other convenience in it; and 
the rent was only fix pounds ten ſhillings per amum. 


But the man told me it would coſt ſeven or eight 
pounds to take the fixtures of the houſe: I therefore 


gave up the thoughts of it, as I had no view of raiſ- 


| ing fucha ſum. So I drove it from my thoughts, 


though I much wanted it. But God bab determined 
the times before appointed, and the bounds of our habita- 


ions, that eue ſhould ſeek the Lord, Acts xxvii. 264 


A few days after this, a friend called at my houſe | 


| toſee me, and Itold him about the houſe, and hewed 


it to . He Ss me to take it, which I a- 
Ae 
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cCordingly did; but was to ſtay a few weeks, till the 
perſon I was to ſuceeed could provide himſelf with 
another ſituation, ſuitable. for his buſineſs. I there- 
fore aſked God in prayer to enable me to purchaſe 
the fixtyres of this houſe, if it was agreeable to his 
ſovereign will and pleaſure ; for I knew that God had 
ſet the bounds of the people according to the number of the 
children of Iſrael, Deut. xxxii. 8.— Accordingly, the 
| providence of God appeared ſo conſpicuous, that I 
ſhortly got the money together to pay for the fix- 
tures ; but the perſon defired me to wait a few weeks 
longer, as he had been diſappointed of the houſe he 
expected to go into; ſo I waited two months, during 
which time I had been forced to ſpend all the money. 
Then I begged of God to fryſtrate my going into 
the hauſe at all, if it was diſpleafing to him, though 
I much wanted it ; becauſe my little cot was placed 
in a very vulgar neighbourhood, and the windows be- 
ing ſo very low, I could not ſtudy at any window 
without being expoſed to the view of my enemies, 
who often threw ſtones through the glaſs, or ſaluted 
me with a volley of oaths or imprecations. This was 
very diſagreeable to me. In my public mĩniſtrations 
I expected nothing elſe but the cruel venom of aſps ; 
butto commune with my God i in private, was all the 
ſweet refuge I had to fly to, and the only door of 
hope that was open for comſott and relief. Hows 
ever, Proyidenge ſoon began to ſhine again; ; and in- 
ve l had nothing elſe to live on from year's end to 
year's 
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me end, but what God ſent me in anſwer to pray- 
But at this time a perſon gave me five guineas ; 


which kind Providence I rather wondered at. But 
the following night I had 4 dream—(I hope 'my 


brethren will not hate me yet the more becauſe of my dreams, 
Gen. xxxvil. 5. ſeeing we have a ſcriptural” warrant 
for the relation of them; He that hath a dream, let him 
tell a dream; and he that hath my wvord, let him ſpeak 1 my 
ord, Jer. xxiii. 28 .)—My dream was, that the per- 
ſon before-mentioned ſent to me, informing me he 
was going to leave his houſe, and the things were to 
be appraiſed on Friday morning, and he ſhould ex- 
pect me to pay him the money down for the fixtures. 
I ſaid in my dream, Lord, thou knoweſt I cannot 
Ne go, for I have not got money enough.“ There | 
came an anſwer to me in my dream, Go to Mr. 


6 Munday, cutler, at Kingſton-upon-Thames, and 


ct he will lend you as much as you want.“ I ſoon 
after awoke, and behold it was a dream! and there- 


fore I took little notice of it. But in a few hours 


the perſon ſent to me, to inform me he was going to 


leave his houſe, and ſhould expect me to come and 


ſee the things appraiſed the next day morning, and 
pay him for the ſame. Then I began to think it 


' was more than a dream. The ſame night Mr. Mun- 
day, of Kingſton, called on me, and, to the beſt of 


my remembrance, never called at my houſe before. 


Accordingly aſked him if he would lead me a little 
money; he replied, 1 will tend you all that T have 


"os in 


Indeed: it had been impreſſed on my mind for ſix 
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© in my pocket; and if you will call on me to- mor- 
ce row at Kingſton, I will lend you five pounds if 
„ you want it.” He accordingly lent me what he 
then had with him, and the next morning the things 
were appraiſed to me, and I paid for them, and had 
juſt nine ſhillings left. There is the end of my dream. 
Whether this bleffing came from Fortune on the rwheel, 
or from the Searcher and Diſpoſer of hearts, I ſhall leave 
- thoſe to determine who have got learning, and an in- 
dependent fortune at command. 
My year was now expired, and 1 = 2 new 
parſonic livery ;—and in humble prayer I told my 
moſt bleſſed Lord and maſter, * That my year was 
6 out, and my apparel was bad—that I had no where 
«« to go to, but to him for theſe things; and as he 
c had promiſed to give his ſervants food and rai» 
«© ment, I hoped he would fulfil his promiſe to me, 
te though one of the worſt of them.” But as I faw 
no figns of my livery coming, I began to omit ptay- 
ing for it; though God ſays, For all theſe things I will 
be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, that I may do thens 
for them, But it fell out one day that I called on a 
poor man, who complained that he could not attend 
the word of God for the want of apparel. - This drove 
me to praying again for my new ſuit of eloaths, that 
I might give my old ones to that poor man.— A few. 
days after this, I was defired to call at a gentlemans 
houſe, near London, which I accordingly did; and 


F 2 weeks 


* 
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weeks before this, that God would uſe that gentle- 
man as an inftrument to furniſh me with my next 
ſuit: and ſo it fell out; for I called on the gentle- 


man, and when I left his houſe, he went a little way 
with me; and while we were on the road he ſaid, 


ce I think you want a new ſuit of cloaths;—I an- 
ſwered, « Yes, Sir, I do; and I know a poor man 
that would be very glad of this which I have on, 
« if my Maſter would furniſh me with another ;” 
and when he took his leave of me, he deſired me to 
call on him the next morning, which I accordingly 
did; and he ſent a taylor into the room to me, and 


boncurably told me to be meaſured for what cloaths 


I choſe, and a great coat alſo; and when I got them, 
TI then furniſhed the poor man with my old ſuit. 
This was the fourth ſuit of apparel that my Maſter 


gave me in this providential manner, in anſwer to the 


prayer of faith. Thus God, -2wko kept Ifraels' cloaths 


from waxing old, though in conflant uſe for forty years, 


ue me a ne ſuit every year, Deut. viii. 4. 
Soon after this, I was brought into another trait, 


| Which was, I had contracted a debt of five pounds 
for ſeveral neceffaries which 1 wanted, ſuch as linen 


and other things. I promiſed to pay it on ſuch a 
day and many prayers I put up that God would 
enable me to pay it according to my promiſe. At 
laſt che day arrived, and I had not one farthing to pay, 
it with. About the hour of ten, the bell rung at my 
. to be 9 T Eneeled downs 


and 


LO 
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and begged of God not to ſend my creditor till he 
had ſent me the money to pay him. It proved not 
to be the man I expected: but ſoon after the bell 
rung again, and I kneeled down again, and prayed with 
the ſame words ; and was informed a ſtranger wanted 
to ſee me. I ordered him up ſtairs, who, when he 
came, had much to ſay to me about the things of 
God; and when he left me, gave me two guineas. 
Soon after this, I went to work in my garden, and 
another perſon, who lived at a great diſtance from me, 

came to ſpeak to me, and gave me another guinea. 
After that, I took a walk in the fields, and met with 
two gentlemen who feared God, and who had come 
from London on purpoſe to ſee me, and they gave 
me two guineas. The next day my creditor came, 

and his money was ready for him. This is like the 
Lord's dealings with the poor widow by Eliſha ; for 
_ when the creditor came 10 take the mother and fans for 
bond-ſervants, God had ſent the creditor all his demands I 
in a pot of oil. 

I have omitted one mri which has juſt oc- 
curred to my mind, and which happened at the time 
that I carried coals for my bread.— It fell out one 
night, that we were forced to put our little ones to 
bed without a ſupper, which grieved me much, and 
I got but little ſleep on that account all night; but 
when I did, it was not long, for I ſoon awoke again, 
and lay and wept bitterly under my hard fate. 
While I was . and praying, a perſon came to 

| F3 the 
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the window, and told me there was a load of wooden 
hoops come to the wharf, from Dorking, in Surry, and 


that I muſt get up and unload them, which I ſoon 
| did.—When. I had done, the farmer told me he had 


brought me a little meat pye, and a little flaggon of 
. cyder, as he had heard me ſome time ago ſay I was 


very fond of eyder. As ſoon as he was gone, I went 
home, and endeavoured to awake my young ones, 


but in vain: however, I ſet them up on their bolſter, 


and they began to eat before they were fully awake 

| Thus God ſent food from a place very remote in an- 
ſwer to the groaning petition of my burdened heart. 
God grant, that if my reader be a poor Chriſtian, he 


may take encouragement from theſe accounts, to pray 
and watch the hand of God i in eyery time of trophle, 
until be ſees, agreeable to the promile, that God 


| Fauſes all tis goodneſs, . to paſs before him !—Oh, how 


fi ect is the leaſt mercy, when fitly timed, and brought 
forth ſo ſeaſonably—bow i it endears God to the ſoul! 


Aten the poor widow of Zarepta was gathering 10 


K&=S 4 
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ichs to bake the laſi cake for her and her ſon, that they 


might eat once more before they died—then comes the man 
of God, and | femears that the barrel of meal ſhall not fait, 


till God ſend rain upon the earth, I Kings xvii. 14. 


At this time I had many doors opened to me far 
preaching. | the goſpel, and they lay very wide apart. 


1 preached at Margaret ſtreet i in London ; 1 85 Rich- 


Wee allo, Bf 1 Ditton, at Cobham, at {ing at 


- 


. it 
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it too much for my ſtrength. However, I kept on 
a confiderable time in this way, till at laſt I was ge» 
nerally laid up ſick about once a month. I found 1 
had great need of a horſe; but I feared I ſhould not 
be able to keep it, if I had one: however, it happen- 
ed that I had a very ſevere week's work to do; I 
was to go to Wooking and preach on the Lord's day 
morning, and to Worpleſdon in the afternoon, and 
from thence to Farnham in the evening: —I was to 
preach at Petworth, in Suſſex, on the Monday even- 
ing, at Horſham on the Tueſday evening, and was 
to preach at Margaret-ſtreet Chapel on the Wedneſ- 
day evening, and at Ditton on the Thurſday evening; 
but before I could reach Ditton on the Wedneſday, 
I was ſo far ſpent that I thought I muſt have lain 
don on the road, but with much difficulty reached 
home; and then I had to go to London. Finding 
myſelf wholly unable to perform all this labour, 1 
went to prayer, and befought God © to give me 
more ſtrength, leſs work, or a horſe.” I uſed my 
prayers. as gunners uſe their ſwivels ; I turned them 
every way, as the various caſes required. I then 
hired a horſe to ride. to town; and when I came 
there, I went to put him up at Mr. Jackfon's livery- 
ſtables, near the chapel, in Margaret-ſtreet ; bur the 
oſtler informed me they had not room to take him in: 
I aſked if his maſter was in the yard; he ſaid, Tes; 
I defired to fee him; but the maſter told me he could 
not e the horſe i in; at the hearing of which I was 
p going 


| de would have had more to fo than Balaam's aſs 
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going out of the yard, and he ſtepped after me, and 
aſked if I was the perſon that preached at Margaret- 
ſtreet Chapel: I told him I was. He burſt into 
tears, and told me, he would ſend one of his own hor- 
ſes out, and take mine in; and informed me of his 
coming one night to hear me out of curiofity, becauſe 
he had been informed that I had been a coal-heaver. 
—He then told me that God ſhewed him under the 
firſt diſcourſe the inſufficiency of his own wretched 
Tighteouſneſs—the carnality and hypocriſy of his re- 
lgion—the true ſtate of his ſoul—and the neceſſity 
of the Spirit and grace of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord to 
change his heart, if ever he was ſaved. —This was 
good news to me; and he | bleſſed God for ſending 
me there. —He alſo informed me, that ſome of my 
friends had been gathering money to buy me a horſe, 
and that he gave ſomething toward him, But dire&- 


| ly after, I found the horſe was bought and paid for; 


—and one perſon gave me a guinea to buy a bridle, | 
another gave me two whips, another gave me ſome 
things neceſſary for the ſtable, another truſted me for 


a faddle ; and here was a full anſwer to my prayer.— 


So 8 mounted my horſe, and rode home; and 0 | 
turned out as good an animal as ever was rode. 1 


believe this horſe was the gift of God, becauſe ht 


tells me in his word, hat all the begſis of the fore art 
bis; and ſo are the cattle on a thouſand hills. I have 
often thought, that if my horſe could have ſpoken, 


bad; 
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had]; for he might have ſaid, T am an anſwer to my 
maſter's prayers—T live on my maſter's faith, and I 
travel with myſteries, and ſuffer perſecution, I do not 
know for what ;”—for many a ſtone has been thrown 
at him. 
As I was on my road home, I was meditating « on 
the manifold bleffings which I had received from 
God, both in a way of grace and providence ; and 
how unworthy I was of them, and how unthankful 
I had been for them; and I ſaid to my God, I had 
more work for my faith now than I had before ; for 
the horſe would coſt half as much to keep him as 
my whole family; in anſwer to which, this ſcripture 
came to my mind with power and comfort, Dwell iu 
the land and do good, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. This 
was a bank-note put into the hand of my faith; and 
when I got poor, then I pleaded it before God, and 
he anſwered it: ſo that I lived and cleared my way 
juſt as well when I had my horſe to keep, as I did 
before; for I could not get any thing either to eat, 
drink, wear, or uſe, without begging it of God. 
And ſometimes I found much murmuring in my 
heart againſt being held in with ſo tight à rein: but I 
was ſure to ſuffer for that afterward, and found by 
daily experience, that I could not add one cubit to Cod 
Pature, uo, nat even in the leaft thing ; therefore it was it 
vain For me to take thought for the reſt. 
Having now had my horſe for ſome time, and rid- 
ing a great deal every week, I ſoon wore my breeckes 
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out, for they were not fit to ride in,—I hope the rea- 
der will _ excuſe my mentioning; the word breeches, 


which I ſhould not have done, if this paſſage of fcrip- 


ture had not intruded itſelf into my mind, (uſt as I 


had reſolved in my own thoughts to leave this provi- 
dence of God out of the treatiſe) namely, in Exod. 


xxviii. 42, 43. Aud thou ſhall make them linen breeches 
to cover their nakedneſs, from the loins even unto the thighs 


ſhall they reach. Aud they ſhall be upon Aaron and upon 
his ſons, when they come into the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, or when they come near unto the altar Io minifter in 
the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and die. Ii 


| ſhall be a flatute for ever unto him, and his feed after him. 


By this paſſage of ſcripture, and three others, name- 


 Iy, Ezek. xliv. 18. Lev. vi. 10. and Lev. xvi. 4. I 
ſaw that it was no crime to mention breeches, nor the 
way in which God ſent them to me; as Aaron and 


his ſons were cloathed entirely by Providence; and 
as God himſelf condeſcended to give orders what 
they ſhould be made of, namely, linen ; and how they 
ſhould be cut, namely, to cover the loins.— And 1 
believe the ſame God ordered mine, and ſo I truſt i it 
will appear in the following ſtory: 
be ſcripture tells us 10 call no man naſler, for one 
is our mgfter, even Cmriſi: !“ therefore told my moſt 
bountiful and ever-adored maſter, that 1 wanted A | 
pair of breeches ; but his moſt bleſſed Majeſty ſeemed 
to take no notice of it for near 2 month, which was a 


trial to my faith, a8 they were Bot ſo very bad; and 
f "© Jeu 
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1 evidently ſaw by ſcripture, that God hated naſtineſs 
in a Chriſtian, by that paſſage which commands the 
uſe of the paddle in Deut. xxiii. 13, 14, ; and I knew 
Gad hated idleneſs alſo, becauſe he commanded Adam 
and Eve to dreſs the garden and to keep it. Therefore 
I defired earneſtly to appear neat. and decent in the 
pulpir, though Providence ſaw it needful to keep me 
poor.—Better 7 is a poor and a wiſe child than an old and 
a fooliſh king, abo Twill no more be admanijhed. 

I often made very free in my prayers with my in- 
valuable Maſter. for this favour, but be ſtill kept me 
ſo amazingly poor, that I could not get them at any 
rate. At laſt I was determined to go to a friend of 
mine at Kingſton, who is of that branch of buſineſs, 
to beſpeak a pair, and to get him to truit me until 
my maſter ſent me money to pay him : I was that 
day going to London, and was fully determined to 
beſpeak them as I rode through the ton. How- 
ever, when I paſſed the ſhop, I forgot it; but when 
I came to London, I called on Mr. Croucher, ſhoe- 
maker, in Shepherd's Market, and he told me there 

was a parcel left there for me, but what it was, he 
knew not, 1 opened it, and there was a pair of 
leather breeches, with a note in them, the ſubſtance of 
which was, to the. beſt of my remembrance, as ful 
lows : ; 
: « Sir, 

l have ſent you a pair of breeches, and hope 


a they will fit. 1 beg your acceptance of them ; and 
40 if 


1 
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& if they want any alteration, leave in a note what 
tt the alteration is, and 1 will call in a few days, and 
| & alter —_ 
26% Oo 
 rried them on, 0 0 fitted as well as if I had 


been meaſured for them, which I was amazed at, as 


there was not a leather breeches-maker in London that 


5 had ever meaſured me. I wrote an anſwer to the 


'3 


note to this effect 3 
| 66 Sir, 

cc 1 received your preſent, and thank you for it. 
ce J was going to order a pair of leather breeches to 
* be made, becauſe I did not know till now that my 


-4 Maſter had beſpoke them of you. They fit very 


<« well, which fully convinces me, that the ſame God 
© that moved thy heart to give, guided thy hand to 
< cut; becauſe he perfectly knows my ſize, having 
EE. cloaked me in a miraculous manner for nigh five 
8 years: and when you are in trouble, Sir, I hope 


8 you will tell my Maſter of this, and tell him what 


* you have done for me, and he will repay you with 


i cc honour.” 


This. 1 15 as nigh as 1 am able to relate it; and l 


| added, 


4 | cannot, make out I. . unleſs T put 7 for 7 
et raelite indeed, and S. for Sincerity, becauſe you did 


* not SOUND @ 1rumpet before You, as the hypocrites do.” 
About that time twelvemonth, I got another pair 


of — in the ſame extraordinary manner, with- 


TS | . out 
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out my ever being meaſured for them. But per- 
haps my reader may blame me for this relatian, and 
think that as the good man gave his alms entirely in 
fecret, it ought not to be publiſhed to the world. To 
which I anſwer, our blefled Saviour, when he was 
on earth, ſpake his. parables openly ; but when in 
private, he communicated to his diſciples all the rich 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge that lay couched 
in them. Thus Chrift gave his ſpiritual alms in fecrer; 
yet he commanded them to proclaim the riches of 
his grace upoh the Zouſe-tops. It is true, he charged 
bis patients when he healed them, not to tell any 
man what he had done; which was, to ſhew them 
that he ſought not the applauſe of man, but the 
honour of God, while he remained a bond - ſervant 
under the law, and in a ſtate of humiliation : yer, 
after his death, they were to proclaim the whole of 
it to all the world; and all that Chriſt healed by the 
diſciples were allowed to proclaim it, and ſometimes 
they were preſented before the councils as witneſſes 
of his power. And though our alms are to be in 
fecret, and we are commanded to ſay we are wnprofit- 
able ſervants ; yet the Redeemer, who graciouſly con- 
deſcends to receive and accept the fruits of our faith, 

will proclaim them one day before all the offspring 
of Adam I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat; 1 
Was thirfly, and ye gave me drink; I was a fixanger, and 
Ye look me in; naked, and ye cloathed me ; fick and in pri- 


ASE aal mer and they, being ſtripped of all 
2 


* 
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Arminianiſm, ſaid, Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, 
&c. c. Fraſmuch as ye have done it unto one of fle 
little ones, ye have dome it unto me. 

Theſe things plainly ſhew us, that our alms ought. 
to be given in ſecret, and that the giver ought to be 
filent about it ; but the receiver ought not to be mute, 
but proclaim it to the honour of God, who opens the 
heart, and to the praiſe of his brother, who has done 
well through grace :—and thus Paul and John, in 
their epiſtles, commend many who abounded in the 
FT ace of liberality. 

J was one night going to Rickinoag to preach, 
and it was at a time when there was much ſnow on 
the ground, and alfo a yery ſevere froſt; and behold 
as J was on the road, I met a poor cripple, in a very 
deplorable condition. He ſolicited an alms of me, 
and I refuſed him, becauſe I had but one ſhilling in 
all the world, and I did not chuſe to part with that; 
however, I found myſelf greatly diſtreſſed becauſe I 
did not give it to him, as he appeared in ſuch a mi- 
ſerable condition: I thought, perhaps, in ſuch a 
ſevere, night as that was, he might periſh for want of 
the neceſſaries of life. When I came to Richmond, 

I told a friend of it, and faid I thought him to be 
in a dreadful ſituation, becauſe I was ſo much diſ- 
trefled about refuſing to relieve him; and declared 
that if I met him again, I would give it him, if 

I never had another ſhilling of my own,—The next 

ö ETA as I was Hint to mc in a village adjacent, . 

1 met 
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I met the fame poor object, and I had got the fame 
ſhilling in my pocket, and no more. The poor erea- 
ture paſſed. me, but aſked nothing of me; however, 
T turned back and gave him the ſhilling ; and the 
poor man received it with great joy and thankful- 
neſs, and told me a deal of his ſufferings, which fully 
convinced me he was in great want; and this bleſſed 
paſſage of Scripture came ro my mind, He that bath 
pity upon the poor, lendeth to the L:rd; and that which 
he hath given, will he pay bim again, Prov. xix. 17.— 
I went that night, and delivered my diſcourſe; and 
when I had done, a woman took me afide into a 
room, and put three half-crown pieces into my hand, 
ſaying, * I was commanded to give you that. 
1 aſked her © By whom ?”—She replied, “By a gen- 
tleman; but you are not to know his name.”— 
Thus I received my ſhilling again, with a very con- 
fiderable intereſt ; and thus alſo the fulfilment of the 
word took place.——There is that ſcatteret and yet 
increaſeth, and there is that with-holdeth more than is 
meet, and it iendeth to pemury, Prov. xi. 24. 
One providence I had almoſt omitted, which was, 
that I was exceeding badly off for beds and bedding ; 
and indeed for many months my little ones were 
forced to lay upon bags of hay; but aſter putting up 
many petitions, my moſt bleſſed Maſter ſent me theſe 
things alſo.—There were ſome of my moſt intimate 
acquaintances who knew how I was tried in this re- 
N, though I never made it known to any body 
who 
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who was capable of helping me out of my trouble. 
But one night (after I had done preaching at Rich- 
mond), a perſon invited me home to his houſe with 
him, and ſhewed me a large bundle tied up, tell 
ing me that was for me. I aſked who the donor 


was; he replied, © You are not to know that.“ I 


carried it home, and it proved to be bedding, and 
the very things which I ſtood ſo much in need of, — 
Thus the bleſſed Saviour fulfils his gracious promiſe, 
which he made to his ſervants when he ſaid, Möat- 


ſoever he aſk in my name, that will I do, that the, Father 


may be glorified in the Son. If ye ſhall aſk 4 in my 
name, Tauill do „ John xiv, 13, 14 0 

Some time after this, I took goſpel courage, and 
aſked my. maſter to give me a new bed; and I im- 
portuned his ever - bleſſed and moſt excellent Majeſty 


until I got it. And 1 perceived that the Lord ap- 


proved of a bold, though not of a preſumptuous 
beggar, : agreeable to his word, Let us come boldly unta 

the throne ig grace, &c. ; therefore I boldly aſked him 
the favour, and perſevered in it, until I, was one day 


informed by a friend, that four or five pious people 
were coming on ſueh'a day from London to viſit 


me. Then my faith told me I ſhould ſoon have the 
bed. - Accordingly. they came, and we had ſome com- 
fortable converſation together: toward evening they 
departed, and at their departure they. gave = four 
guineas. O! what Chriſtian, in his right mind, 


would murmur and complain at his poverty, when 


with 
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with a watchful eye, he ſecs ſuch liberal ſupplies 
poured forth from the inexhauſtible ſtores of Pro- 
vidence l Thus God, who provided a comfort - 
able lodging for Eliſha the prophet, provided me a 
bed, a table, a. fool, and a candleflick, 2 Kings iv. 10. 
I was:idetermined to keep this money for à ld, 
and therefore went ta a good man in London, and 
beſpoke one; he very ſoon ſent it down to me, with a 
rig alſo, and a pair of very good blankets, Soon after 
called to pay him for it, when he told me to pay 
is clerk, which I did, and got a receipt; but after- 
wards the gentleman went a little way with me, and 
at his departure gave me. all the money back again. 
klo ſweet are temporal mercies, when received 
by thoſe who are under the influence of grace - hen 
they are ſeen to come from a covenant God and Fa- 
ther, in anſwer to the ſimple prayer of ſaitbꝰ S 
he that will obſerve theſe things, even be ſhall unde 
ale loving. kindneſs of the Lord.—The promiſes of God 
pleaded-in-humble prayer, and promifed mercies re- 
ceived in anſwer thereto, always come ſo as to make 
1 divine impreſſion, being fivee/ared with love to us; 
for every ſuch mercy ĩs ſanttified by the c f GO 
aud prayer: hut to the unbelieving and the prayer - 
leſs there is nothing clean, though there be ever ſo 
much ſtock in hand. A little that a righteous man 
hath, is better than the treaſures of many wicked. | 
I have ſometimes been proud and vain enough to 
 _ thjik, that my ſiabitarion and temporal mercies, which 
0 G my 
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my God has ſent me, attended with the bleſſed in- 


fluences of comforting grace, bave been as much 
conſecrated to me, as any catbearal church, or church - 


yard, in Europe, which had even. the conſecration of 


a biſhop to make it-/acred : for I have often thought 


__ that it is the preſence af God, and that only, which 


conſecrates an houſe of prayer; and that it is God's 


bleſſing, the habifation of the Ju, with his -preſence, 
that makes their Zens HoLY ; and on whatever ſpot 
God is pleaſed to viſit a ſoul with his powerful and 
free ſalvation, and to manifeſt himſelf a ſin - pardoning 
God, through Chriſt, by his Mosr Hor Spinir, 


that ſuch ſpots of ground, and ſuch only, can with 
propriety be called noLY: crRoUND ;—and' I believe 


it would puzzle even the learned themſelves, to ſhew 
any other den chan this that is good for any 
. | 


As for tis ————— 18 eats, kink 
lids are ſo fond of laying their bodies in, I have no 


deſire after them, as I believe all the corpſes that lie 
there were ſown in weakneſs, ſown in diſhonour, and 


own in corruption; and living conſecration doth hot 
dwell zvith dead men's bones, and all uncleanneſs, but with 


the living, who are bo un em and not 0 


zarites. 
J hope my rides wil —— my encindr fo far 


out of the way after conſecration; but, indeed, I am 


not the firſt man that mock conſeeration has led aſtray ; 


however, I ſhould not have meddled with it, if it had = 


not 
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not intruded itſelf into my thoughts ; and therefore 
rather than diſpleaſe my reader, I will reſume my 
ſubject. 5 | 
Another year having rolled over my "ey I began | 
to look about for my livery; for I always took 
care to let my ng propitious MasTEr know when my 
year was out ; and, indeed, I wanted it bad enough: 
for riding on horſeback ſoiled my cloaths much more 
than walking did.. However, my Lord exerciſed my 
faith and patience for fix weeks together about this 
livery ; and I looked all manner of ways to ſee it ap- 
pear; but every door ſeemed ſhut up; I could not 
ſee, from what quarter it was to come,—(You know, 
reader, we are all very fond of running before God z 
but he takes his own pace.)-—At. length I was in- 
formed by Mr. Byrchmore, that a gentleman in Wells 
Street wanted to ſee me: I therefore called upon 
bim; and when I, was admitted into the parlour, 
there ſat the gentleman, and his ſpouſe by him; and 
he weßt, and begged I would not be angry at what 
he was going to relate, which was, that he had for 
ſome time defired to make me a preſent of a ſuit of 
clogths, and-he was afraid I ſhould be offended at his 
offer, and not accept it —**Ah l“ ſays Emvy, there 
** need be no fear of that; for Methodift parſons are 
« all for what they can get.” It is true :—and we 
are commanded to covet earnefily the beft things : and 
ſo we do; for we expect a double reward of the 
Lord—one in this world, and the other in the next: 
8 2 and 
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and this is no more than what our Mafter has pro- 
miſed to give us; for we are to receive an hundred fold 
in this world, and in the world to come life everlaſting — 
tod the good 7 man that I had been for ſome time 
expecting a ſuit of cloaths, but I ſaw not how I was 
to procure them. They both wept for joy upon my 
accepting them, and I wept for joy that they gave 
em fo freely. They faid they had many fears that 
Fſhould be dffended at their offer, and not receive 
chem and I had been much exerciſed in my mind, 
fesriag that my Maſter would not give them to me, 
as he Had uſually done: however, our minds were 
exfed of our fears on both fides, and I was doatbed; 
and ie was the beft ſuit of cloaths J ever had. —This 
s the fifch livery that my trembling hand of faith put 
6h ty "batk; and every ſuit carrie from a" different 
quatter— The name of rhe good man that gave me 
Ats fit, is Randal, in Wells Street, Oxford Market. 
Imestion this, to fhew that 1 cadhor: keep ſuch 
Kerety” becuuſe he ſtrictly charged me not to let it 
| bekhown, However, I have imitated the diſciples 
of old in this; for it is fad of rhein, that the mort 
cheiß charged them to beep fllence, the tore they ſpitad it 
Arta; ald indeed it muſt be To;-or elſe the Lord 
woul&be deprived of the honohr chat is due to his 
holy tame.—And'/as- for the -Saviour's charge, It 
plainly ſhewed that he ſought not the applauſe of 
men ; yet it is the ĩudiſpenſible duty of every Chriſ- 
tia tõ applaud the Saviour. But if my reader will 
EA | "Bo | give 
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give me leave, I will ſhew my opinion of the Sa- 
viour's charge: I believe one great reaſon why he 
charged them to keep his miracles concealed was, 
becauſe thoſe that were healed, were in general vo. 
ignorant of his deity; yea, and even his diſciples 
themſelves, at that time, had but very groſs, low, 
and ſhallow thoughts and views of his being the om- 
nipotent and ſelf-exiſtent JEzovan. We often hear 
them calling him by the name of his manhood only; 
as when he rebuked the waves of the ſea, they faid, 
What manner of man is this, that even the winds and 
the ſea obey lim? And as two of them were going to 
Emaus, and the Saviour drew near to them, and 
aſked them the reaſon of their being ſad, they ſaid, 
Art thou a flranger to Jeruſalem, and knoweft not theſe 
things ? Aud when he ſaid, hat things ? they ſaid, Con- 
cerning Jeſus of Nazareth, à Man mighty in words and 
deeds before God and all the people, &c, mentioning his 
manhood only. And Martha alſo, at her brother's 
grave, had her groſs. thoughts lifted up no higher, 
when ſhe ſaid, Put even now whatſoever thou wilt aff 
| of God, God will give it thee:—the Saviour's anſwer 
was, I am the reſurreftion and the life ; be that believeth 
in me, (mark, ix Ms) though he were dead, yet ſball he 
Ave; and be that liveth and believetk, ſhall never die— 
9 thou believe this . Thou believeſt that I am 
« prevalent with God in prayer, and that which 1 
* aſk of God, God will give it me. If thy faith, 


« « Martha, centers in me, as one who is only . 


— —  —  —————————— — —  —_—__—_—_—__— 
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& lent with God i in prayer, thou makeſt me no more 
ce than Noah, Daniel and Job were: but doſt thou 
5 believe that I am the reſurrection itſelf, and that 
* eternal life which lives in all the juſt, and which all 
65 the juſt live IN Doſt thou believschis 8 
It is to be obſeryed, that if any came to our Lord 


Jeki Chriſt with their carnal thoughts hovering al- 


fogether about his manhood, they generally met with 
3 ſharp reproof: — Good maſer, what good thing ſpall I 
do? ſaid one : Why calleft thou me good, ſaid the Sa- 
viour, there is none good but one, that is God. But if 
any approached him as the omnipotent Jehovah, the 
real object of faith and worthip, they were ſure to 
meet with his approbation,—Thus the tenth leper | 
that was healed, worſhipped him as the real object Of 
faith; and his faith was approved, and peace added 
to it, Go thy way, faid Chriſt, thy faith hath made thee 
quhole ; go in peace. And when Thomas cried out, 


u Lord and my Gog! ** Aye, Thomas,” ſaid the Sa- 
viour, aye. „And again, “ Jon call me Lord and 


; Ve: Mafter, and ye ſay well, for fo T am.” Thus it ap- 
pears, that our dear Lord often lifted their thoughts 


up to his godhead, when (like the birds upon Abra- 


ham's ſacrifice) they were ſettling upon his fleſh ang 
blood only; as the Arians in our days do, juſt like a 

. ſhoal of eagles, always working upon the carcaſe, but 
cannot ſee the ALTAR that ſanCtified the facrifice. Job's 


eagle did not do ſo; . ſhe mounted up when God command- 


ed her, and made ber ueft on high. She dwelt and abode 


= 
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upon the Roc k, not upon the ſand; yea, the fat upon | | 


the ch AG of the Rock, even the arm of Omnipotence, 
. that flrong place: from thence ſhe ſaught the prey; that 
is, ſhe fed upon Chriſt crucified by faith. Aud ber 
eyes beheld gar ; that is, in hope ſhe looked at 
Chriſt glorified, now in the higheſt heavens; and 
there ſhe ſaw tbe King in his beauty, in that land which - 
is very far off, Iſa. xxxiii. 17.— Her young ones fuck up 
blozd; they live by faith on the atonement ;z—aud 
zwhere the ſlain are, there is ſhe, agreeable to the Saviour s 
comment on theſe words, Mere the carcaſe is, there 
zwill the eagles be gathered together, Matt. xxiv. 28* 
Job. xxxix. .27—30. 
But to return to my ſubject.— I had an invitation 
to go and preach at Horſham in Suſſex, one Mon- 
day evening. On the preceding Lord's day I preached 
at Wooking in Surry, and had to ride from thence 
to Horſham on the Monday. Then I ſet out to go 
acroſs the country, and it happened to be in the winter 
ſeaſon; and juſt as I got out of Guildford town, it be- 
gan to rain, and continued to rain in a violent man- 
ner all the time that I was on the road.—lIt fo hap-' 
pened, that I had but one ſhilling in my pocket, which 
would only procure a feed of corn for my horſe, and 
pay the turnpikes. My ſurtout coat was only a very 
thin Bath, which was of very little uſe, as it was almoſt 
worn out; therefore I was much expoſed to this vio- 
' lent ſtorm of rain, having ſo bad a covering and 
indeed, I think I never had been ſo wet before 
0) G 4 was 
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was obliged to ſtrip, and have even my ſhirt waſhed, 
before I could preach.—I then ſecretly wiſhed for a 
large horſeman's coat, as I was forced to ride in all 
weathets: but as I had been begging ſo many things 
of my moſt indulgent Maſter, I thought by my con- 
tinual coming, I ſhould weary him; not conſidering, that 
God commands us 70 open our mouths wide, that he may 
ill them; which, I believe, means, that our defires. 
ſhould: be as extenſive at a throne of grace, as God's 
pregnant promiſes, which he made us in the dear So 
of his Eove.—Chriſt is the heir of all things, and 
the Chriſtian is an heir of promiſe, therefore he has 
a right to aſk for thoſe things that will defray his 
expences through this world, with that ooo wp | 
bene fing, not a'miſer, _ ” 
My mock-modeſty would not allow me to aſk God 
for a great coat, though I earneſtly deſired it, and mur- 
mured at the providence of God, becauſe I was kept 
ſo poor that I could not purchaſe: one. However, it 
was not in the power of my unbelief, nor yet in the 
power of my ſinful murmuring, to cloſe the bounti- 
ful hand of my Maker; for when I came to London, 
on the Wedneſday following, and had delivered my 


diſcourſe at Margaret · ſtreet Chapel in the evening, A 


perſon came to me, juſt as I came out of the chapel, 
and ſaid, ] want to ſpeak to you; which was to: 

inform me, that he intended, with the aſſiſtance of 

ſome more friends, to make me a preſent of a hor/e- 


— and he * me to be mea- 
8 ſured 
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fured for it, which I accordingly was, and that gen- 
tleman, and a few others, honourably paid for it, 
Surely to deny the over-ruling providence of God, is 
to deny the whole journal of the children of Iſrael, 
and all the wondrous works of God which daily ap- 
peared on their behalf for forty years together. But 
' there are ſome who confider not the operation of God's 
hands, Seine bs JOE A not build then 
1p. Pſal. xxviii. 5. | 
Thus my mock-modefly * unbelief could not make 

the promiſe of God of none effect; and God forbid it ever 
ſhould. Zachariab defired a fign when the angel told him 
that his prayer wwas heard, and a ſan was to be given: 
and God gave him an aweful ſign, but lus unbelief did not 
hinder the birth of Jobn.— After I had received this gift 
from God, this ſcripture came ſweet to my ſoul, I 
know both how to be abaſed, and 1 know how to abound 
every where, and in all-things, I am-inflrufted bath 10 h 
full and to be hungry, both to abound and ſuffer need. Phil. 
iv. 12. And indeed I found by all theſe triab, that 
I was inſtructed alſo ; for I learned one bleſſed doc - 
_ rrine by this providence, which I never ſaw clearly 
before, namely, the power of. internal or mental 
prayer aſcending ſo prevalent with God, under the 
influences of the Spirit, even when the underſtanding 
and the lips were both unfruitful ; and the applica» 
tion of theſe texts of ſcripture led me into the ſweet 
views of it, Lord, thou haſt heard the DesIRE of the 
| humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, tan wilt cauſe 
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fine car io hear, Pſalm x. 17.— And again, Delight 
thyſelf alſo in the Lord, and he ſhall give thee the DESIRE 
of thine heart. Commit thy ways unto the Lord: truft 
alſo in him, and he ſoall bring it to paſs. ' Pſal. xxxvii. 
4, 5 Theſe ſcriptures led me to confider, and ap- 
ply with comfort to my own foul, the many precious 
promiſes which God has made in Chriſt Jeſus to the 
ſpiritual anxiety of a renewed ſoul at the throne of 
grace, even when the ſound of the vice, the ſound of 
the organ, and that confuſed gabbling of monkiſh mimicry, 
called chanting of | prayers, are left quite out of the | 
 Promife 3 as will appear in the following. paſſages, 
which I beſeech my reader to conſider Ihe defire of 
the Tighteons ſhall be granted. Prov. x. 24.— And 
again, For be ſatigſieil the longing ſcul, and filleth the 
buugry ſoul with goodneſs. Pfal. cvii. 9g—And again, 
For the oppreſiton of Ike poor, for the. ſighing of the 
needy, now will ] ariſe,” ſaith the Lord; I will ſet him 
ix fafety.from him that puffeth at bim. — And again, For 
he looked dozon from the heighth kis ſanctuary; © from 
heaven did the Lord behold the earth, to hear the groaning 
5 of the priſoner ;—(mark that) 10 hear the groaning of 
| the priſoner, to looſe theſe that are appointed to death, 
Pfal. cii. 19, 20.— Thus the Holy Ghoſt makes interceſ- 
fron for the ſaints according 10 the Till of God, and God 
who ſcarcheth the Ry, knoweth . is the wind * Wo 
Ce 5 
Thus you alas; reader, that the 01 is 2 
to a ſpiritual Hunger —a ſpiritual int —an holy long 
5 
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ing—a deep heart-felt fph—an earneſt defire—and a 
groaning from a burdened mind; all theſe are petitions 
put up by the bleſſed Spirit of ſupplication alone, 
(without the uſe of the lips) who maketh interceſſion for 
us with proanings that cannot be uttered. Theſe were 
the prayers which our bleſſed Saviour put up at La- 
Zarus's grave, when he groaned in ſpirit, and was trou- 
- bled—Feſus therefore again 'groaned in ſpirit. John xi. 
33, 38.—And again, And Jeſus looking up to heaven, he 
ſighed, and ſaith unto him, Ephratha, that is, Be opened. 
And flraightway his ears were opened, and the firing of 
his tongue was looſed, and he ſpake plain, Mark vii. 34, 
3-5. Thus it appears, that agonies, tears, groans, and 
ſighs, were chiefly the all-prevailing petitions put up 
by our dear Redeemer, when in a ſtate of humilia- 
tion. Chriſtian, learn thou of him who is meek and lowly 
in heart, and thou ſhalt find reft for thy foul. 

It is not an eloquent voice, nor elegant ſpeech, nor 
 bofty compliments, nor fevelling words ; nor much ſpeaking, 
nor long prayers, nor yet the numberieſt repetitions of 
Me beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord,” that ſhall 
ever prevail with God: it is not every one that faith 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom ;—the fooliſh 
virgins were too late with Lrrd, Lord. God will ac- 
cept of no ſacrifice but that which comes in the hal- 
lowed flame of his own kindling, and perfumed with 
the ſweer-ſmelling ſavour of that bleſſed, ever-avail- 
ing, and ever-living ſacrifice of his dear fon. That 
man who calls himſelf a Cbriſtian, or a follower of the 
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Saviour, and is an utter ſtranger to all mental prayer, 
has never reached the ear of God yet; for God is a 
ſpirit, and will put up with nothing ſhort of ſpiritual 
prayer. It was the groanings of the children of Tfrasl that 
2went up before God, and brought him down to deliver them, 

as is declared by God himſelf to Maſes at Horeb. Exod. ii. 


24.—Let this encourage thee, reader, if thou art one 


who cannot find words to expreſs thyſelf at a throne 


of grace If thou canſt pour out thy foul before the 


Lord, and ſhew bim thy trouble, and leave thy burdens 
there with him—theſe are precious prayers; and if 
thou eomeſt from thy knees with thy mind eaſed, thy ; 
faith Arengthened, thy hope encouraged, thy bowels re- 
ſceſbed, and with confidence that God bath heard thy 
prayer, for his dear Son's ſake, ok ! they are ſweer 
anſwers from God.—Be thankful, and pray on. Such 
was the anſwer that Hannah got when ſhe, wen from 
Shiloe with her countenance no more ſad. 

During the ſpace of three years, I ſecretly wiſhed 
in my foul that God would fayour me with a chapel 


of my own, being ſo ſick of the errors that were per- 
petually broached by ſome one or other in Margaret- 
ſtreet Cbapel, where I then preached. But though 

1 ſo much defired this, yet I could not aſk God for 

ſuch a fayour, thinking it was not to be brought 


about by one ſo very mean, low, and poor as myſelf. 


cd, however, ſent a perſon unknown to me, to 


look at a certain ſpot, and aſterward he took me to 


| look: at it; but 1 trembled at the very Sought of ſuch 


an 


. "4g 
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an immenſe undertaking. Then God ſtirred up a 
wiſe man to offer to build a chapel, and to manage 
the whole work without fee or reward: God drew 
the pattern on his imagination while he was hearing 
me preach a ſermon: I then took the ground; this 
perſon executed the plan, and the chapel ſprung up 
like a muſhroom.— As ſoon as it was finiſhed, this 
precious ſcripture came ſweet to my ſoul, He will ſul 
fil the deſire of them that fear bim. Pſal. cxlv. 19.— 
Thus the chapel appeared as an anſwer to the earneſt 
deſire which God had kindled in my heart, and which 
ke intended to fulfil in his own good time, to the 
honour of his own great name, the good of many 
ſouls, and to the encouragement of my poor, weak, 
tottering faith. It is owned in the Church of Eng- 
land ſervice, that ( all holy defires, all good coun» 
4 ſels, and Jo wort yerauedl Gros Gans 2 and I 
believe they do. 

Another kind providence which I — 
when I refided at Thames-Ditton was, that my far. 
tout coat was got very thin and bad, and the weather 
at that time was very cold. It happened that I was 

invited to preach at- a little place, not far from Lon- 
don; and as I went thither, I felt the cold weather 
very "ſeverely ; but as ſoon as I had delivered my 
diſcourſe, I deſired a young man to fetch my old great 
coat, in order to put it on before I went out of the 
warm meeting-hoaſe; and when the man came back, 
he brought me a nem great coat, I told him that was 
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not miue; for mine was an old thing: he told me it 
was mine; but I inſiſted upon it that it was not; but 
he inſiſted upon it that it was; ſo J put it on, and it 
fitted me very well; and ſoon after, I put my hand 
into the pocket, and there was a letter, which ſhewed 
me that my bleſſed Lord and Maſter had ſent it me, 
to wrap my poor worthleſs carcaſe-in during that very 
ſevere winter ſeaſon.— Oh! the tender care of our 
moſt gracious Lord and Maſter ! Solomon ſays, The 
| favour of a king is as a cloud of à latter rain: I think 
he muſt mean the cloud of God's divine - favour, 
which blotted out our tranſgreſſions as a cloud, and 
appears as a cloud by day, to ſcreen us from the form 
of wrath: and if my reader watches the bountiful 
hand of God, he will ſee this bleſſed cloud daily 4i/- 
charging itſelf in the genial ſhowers of grace and pro- 
vidence; as it is written, And I will make them and the 
- Places round about my hill a blaſing; and I will 'cauſe the 
Shower ta come down in his ſeaſon, there n * ne 
* bleſſings, Ezek. xxxiv. 26. 
They have a common ſaying in the wi 17 of Kent, | 


when the daughter of an old farmer is married. —If 


it be enquired what portion the old man gave her, 
and the anſwer is, that he gave not much money; - 
6. yet,” ſay they, the old people are always ſending 
b them ſomething—there is always ſomething to 
L ſend from a farm-houſe,”—Then the anſwer ge- 
nerally i is, Aye, her's is a hand-baſket portion, and 


« that-ie-geoerally. the beſl ; for there is no end to 
r 
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ce that.” Even ſo our everlaſting Father gives to his 
poor children an hard-baſtet portion, a baſket being 
that which we generally fetch our daily proviſions 
in; and God ſometimes puts his bleſſing even in the 
baſker, and'then it ſeldom comes home empty ; as it 
is written, Bleſſed ſhall be thy baſket, Deut. xxviii. 5. 
Our bleſſed Saviour eyed this promiſe on the mount: 
when he was going to feed five thouſand men, befide 
omen and children, with five barley loaves and tino ſmall _ 
fſdbes, it is ſaid, he looked up to heaven, and bleſſed and 
brate, &c. ; and that bleffing was enough, for they 
ore all filled, and there were twelve baſkets full of frag- 
ments. Thus the bleſſing appeared in the baſket, and 
that made the Saviour ſo fond of the fragments, as to 
give this ſtrict charge to his diſciples, Let nothing be 
loft. —— Thus, too, the proverb of the band baſtet 
portion appears true; and our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
lived- on it while he dwelt below; yea, the whole 
Luevilical tribe lived on the hand-baſtet portian; for the 
Shew-bread, that was ſet hot before God on the golden 
fable; was brought in a baſket ——Thus bath 2 
nn honoured the baſket, + 
Truly I am of opinion that the hand-baſket airtion 
is the beſt, both for ſou! and body, becauſe it keeps 
us to prayer, it exerciſes our faith, it engages our 
watchfulneſs, and it excites us to gratitude. It does 
not appear that the prodigal ſon added much to his 
fortune, when he deſired the portion of goods that fell to 
bim; that is, he deſired to be an Arminian, to have 
i | _ 
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an independent ſtock of his own, and to be left to in- 
prove it by himſelf ; and therefore he did not chuſe 
to live nigh his father, leſt he ſhould -interfere ; but 


he went into à far country, that his father might ſee 


| how he flouriſhed in the world, when once he be- 


came independent. But ſeif-will, free-agency, ſelf-ſuf#- 
ciency, and independency of God, ſeldom gain much by 

trading; for we all know, that this independent mer- | 
chant. would have been ſtarved, and damned too, if 
free grace had not. undertook to feed him, and to 


ave him. Poor ſoul! I warrant ye he flouriſhed away 


at firſt, but he ſoon brought himſelf down upon a 
level with the ſwine :. Free Agency, with her boaſted 
dignity, made but a poor figure while ſhe ſat ban- 
queting at the hog-trough ; and one would imagine 


that if any thing would have excluded boaſting, this 
certainly would ;—he could not. boaſt of the Enter» 


tainment, becauſe it was nothing but kuſ#s.; nor could 
be boaſt much of the company, being only ſwine.— 


1 believe the prodigal left all boaſting behind, when 


he forſook the pig: pound. If my reader, therefore, is 
one who has got a ſtock in hand, be may murmur againfl 


Aus portion, if he be an unbelieyer, and view it as a 


ſnare, or trap. Indeed it is a trap to many who ſet their 
hearts upon it: this was the caſe with Ifrael — their table 
became a trap, a flumbling-block, and a recompence unto 
them; yea, that which ſhould have been for their welfare, 
became @ trap. But if my reader be a believer in a dear 
Redeemer, his ſtock is a bleſſing, while he is thankful 
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to God for it, and does not place his aſſections on it: 
and if he is liberal of the ſtock God has given him, 
bis liberality daily ſanctifies it—Give alms, ſays the 
Saviour, of ſuch things as ye have, and behold all things 
are clean unto you. Paul declares, that the lively faith 
of a believing huſband would ſanctiſy an unbelieving wife, 
and make her a temporal bleſſing. —The firſt ſheaf 
under the law being given to God, ſanctiſied the har» 

veſt; therefore I refer my reader, if he be one that 
has a ſtock in hand, to God's promiſed 1 
Bleſſed ſhall be thy Aore, Deut. xxviii. 5. | 
I once preached on the Lord's day at Wooking, 
in Surry ;- and the week before that time, I and my 


| family had been ſorely tried for want of the common 


neceſſaries of life.— I was very fond of feeding my 
little ones, when I had it to feed them with, becauſe 
IL. knew how much I had ſuffered when young, 
through my parents? poverty: this made it the more 
affecting to me, when. I had nothing to give them. 
My eldeſt daughter, Ruth, uſed to make uſe of a deal 
of broken gibberiſh, which I very well underſtood ; 
and that week the little ones had lived chiefly on 
bread, which I was much grieved at, as the appetite 
of young growing children is ſo craving after food. 
| When I uſed to ſhut the cupboard door, and gave them 
nothing but bread, the eldeſt would look me in the 
face with much earneſtneſs and ſolemnity, and aſk 
me this important queſtion, .** Is the boo all boppee, 
1 * * which ſimple dialect ſhe had a great deal 
Del H Kt ; 
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of ; but this ſpeech by interpretation ſignified, 5 hs 
te the butter all gone, father? The poor little crea- 
ture uſed to lay her head on one ſhoulder, look me 
full in the face, and drop her emphaſis with ſuch a 
weight upon the particle ALL, and draw it out with 
ſuch a long tone, that ſhe would make it end with ' 
the final e: then ſhe would uſe ſome of her logic, 
and reaſon the point with me, and aſk me many 
ſtrange queſtions, which I partly underſtood, as they 
amounted chiefly to the enquiry, when the butter would 
come, or whether there was any ground to hope for 
any; and at that time I could give her no promiſe, 
as a ground for ther 1 ks all doors of hope = 
** 1 

At that time we 3 a very - free fra, and frogs 
ſagw on the ground, and but very little fuel; and as 


I was coming from Wooking on the Monday morn- 


ing, before I came to Cobham (having left Wooking 
without taking any breakfaſt, as it was ſo very early) 
I was exceeding hungry and weary, and had but little 
to expect when I arrived at home; for ERknew I had 
nothing but bread, and perhaps not that. When 1 
eame on the Common which is called Nur Mi, y. 
ing between Ctbham and Eſter, I fretted and wepßt 
bitterly at my hard fate, and yet trembled for fear 
of 'offending God by my complaining, as he had 
given me ſo full a perſuafion of my eternal ſalvation; 
through Chriſt. I often feared” that he would heat 


een the mut müriag of Iſrael in 
| the | 
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uk Wilderneſs, when he anſwered them by terrible 
things, namely, He gave them meat for their luſt, but 
ent leanneſs into their ſouls. And I thought if God 
ſhould take away the happy enjoyment of his love 
from me, and lay me in a ſtock of temporal things 
inſtead thereof, I ſhould have cauſe, like Job, to 
curſe the day wherein the change was made; there- 
fore I often prayed againſt that, and the bleſſed Spi- 
rit taught it me, and greatly helped my infirmities in 
thoſe prayers. 
But when I got about half over the above-mention- 
ed Common, it came ſuddenly into my mind to go 
ouof the horſe-road, into a little narrow track, which 
teads over the hills, between the hand-poft and the 
 Bath-houſe. 1 could gain but very little ground by 
this, nor do I remember that I had ever gone that 
way before; but I had not gone far on the path, be- 
fore I found what this impreſſion meant; for there 
was to be a battle fought between a fote or weaſel, 


and a large rabbit. The ſtote, or weaſel, was to fight 


the battle, and to win the field, and I was to take the 

prey :—ſo I took up my rabbit, and carried him 

home, and glad that T had got it: it proved as fine 

4 one as I ever ſaw, being quite in ſeaſon, and that 
in every ſenſe of the word, for we had nothing but 

read! in the houſe. | 
* ſhould have mentioned this circumſtance 

as it happened before I received the horſe ; but I 


_— recollect all the circumſtances, ſo as to range 
| „ them 


4 time to make them; but God (ſaid ſhe) has ſent 
: chem ready made. 0 e was very well plea» 
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them in their proper place, my memory being natu- 
rally bad. I lived in this manner for ſeven or eight 
years together, and every day afforded ſome provi- 
dence or trial. Et! 
My dame about this time was. pregnant, and; not 
far from her lying-in. She gave me a large cata- 
logue of the neceſſaries that ſhe ſhould want againſt. 
that time: I told her I had no money, nor was there 


any figns of my having any, and we could not ger 


them without it. She went on in ſuſpence this way, 


till ſhe expected her time every day, and began at 


laſt to fret amazingly. I told her, I thought that 
God tried her thus, becauſe ſhe was remiſs. in the 
bleſſed privilege of private prayer: —] alſo ſaid to 
her, that God would be enquired of by us, that he might 
do theſe things for us; and that if ſhe did not pray for 
them, ſhe was not like to have them. I believe this 
drove her Grace to prayer; for, ſoon after this, there 
was a parcel ſent from Lambeth, another from Kingſ- 
ton, another from Richmond, and a few things from 
ſome xeighbours nearer home. I now aſked my Lady, 

Biſhop if the thought ſhe had got enough: ſhe replied, 

« Yes, and more than enough—God had exceeded 


cc all her defires ;—for ſhe had feared that ſhe ſhould . 
4 not get money to buy the ſtuff, to make up her 


- 6 litrle things; and that if ſhe did get it, it would 
ec have been ſo late, that ſhe ſhould not have had 


A 


10 


ſed, 
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ſed, and richly ſupplied, Thus the univerſal Provi- 
der of all in heaven and earth richly provided for the 
little ſtranger, even before he made his appearance on 
the ſtage of time. This providence rather appeared 
ſtrange to me, as I had not ever let the caſe be 
known to any perſon, to the beſt of my knowledge ; 
but God, who knew our ſtraits, and heard and an- 
ſwered our prayers, did, by ſome means or other, 
inform ſome friends of our wants, and then touched 
their hearts with a ſpirit of ſympathy and liberality ; 
and I think for three or four births ſucceſſively, 
the Almighty raiſed up one Dorcas here, and another 
ere, to provide for her Grace againſt her lying-in— 
Thus the ever-blefſed God, who inflited the jude- 
ment of ſorrow on women, in bringing forth chil- 
dren, as a puniſhment to their ſex for being firſt in 
the tranſgreſion, did richly ſupply the wants of my 
dame againſt the hour in which his own decreed and 
predicted ſorrow came on :—thus, too, the juſt ſen» 
"tence denounced in his juſt diſpleaſure againſt the 
female ſex, for their diſobedience, only made more 
work for ſovereign mercy, in ſupplying their wants, 
ſupporting them in their troubles, and in bringing 
them through their ſorrows.——Oh ! how ſweetly 
does a covenant of grace (confirmed by the Saviour's 
death), engage the ſweet merey and love of the 
Almighty! for whatever Juſtice, Holineſs, or Truth, 
demanded of us, they brought in all their bills to 
n Morey i in the bowels of Chriſt Jeſusz fo 
| H 3 that 
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that one perfection of the Deity became, through 
rich grace, 2 debtor to the other. If Juſtice will 


hot abate a mite of the ſinner's debt, Everlaſting 


Love is determined to have a goal delivery, if the cre» 
ditor himſelf appears in the character of the debtor, 
and then of the ſurety; and thus the whole bill of 
Juſtice falls on the ſcore of Love, and a goal delivery 
is proclaimed to us; and though we contracted the 
whole debt, yet we go free, with only acknowledging 
ourſelyes debtors to Grace A ſweet way of paying 
| debts truly ! my very ſoul has often rejoiced and wept 
to ſee how Loving-kindneſs, and Tender-mercy have 
been put to their ſhifts to pay off the unlimited dW 
mands of vindictive Juſtice and that ſuch poor 
debtors and rebels as we are, who contracted ſo great 
a. debt as that of eternal ſuffering, and which we 
ex could pay, though we ſuffered to all eternity 
ens ſhould have a ſurety provided to pay both 
the preceptive and penal ſum for us and for God's 
Eternal Spirit to be ſent to proclaim a full and clear 
dliſeharge from the whole, and a receipt in full of 
all demands, written by the finger of the. creditor, 
- fealed by the Holy Ghoſt, and witneſſed by Father, Son, 
and Spirit, confirmed by ihe blood: of the Surety, | 
ſupported by all the laws of God, and for ever ſet» 
tled in heaven i and for Juſtice to ſtand bound with 
a thouſand ties, never to come upon the debtor to 
Grace again O the ſweet myſtery that makes 
eur . e and n 2 faſt that makes 
: s 
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us rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and yet weep till 


our bowls yearn! 
My dame having eee. from her ieg-in, came 
-with another complaint, which was, that ſhe had cus 
up almoſt all her old gowns for the children, and that 
ſhe ſtood in great need of a,new one; I anſwered, 
that I could not buy her one, for I had no money, 
and there was no likelihood. of getting atiy.—As I 
often heard this complaint, I at laſt told her, that 
ſhe muſt beg it of God, if ſhe would have it, as I 
did my cloaths; for God had promiſed us theſe 
things, and his word informed me, that the gold. and 
hoer, the corn,-the-wine,. the ail, the-1000l, and the flax, 
err kis own 3 and that if ſhe had faith in him, the 
would have her requeſt granted, in anſwer to her 
prayer. — I had now a great deſire to ſee whether the 
would have any ſucceſs at a throne of grace, er not: 
it paſſed on, however, for a long time before the 
gown appeared, but at length it came; for it bap- 
pened one night after I had done preaching at Mar- 
garet- ſtreet Chapel, that there came a petſon who 
delivered a pareel into my hands, which I received 
and when J opened it, there was a note, with theſe 
words in it, This is.a:preſent for Mrs. Huntington, 
and along with it twelve yards of cotton, to make a 
_ gown ;. but ho the perſon was that gave it, I never 
knew from that hour to this. ¶ I believe that ſome 
of my friends knew the perſon.) This parcel I cat» - 
Oy Rina nin eee | 
1 2% Aol 41 1 . 


—— 
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and Mary was not a little delighted to fad that God 
tac granted the requeſt of her lips. 
I now endeavoured, as much as poſſible, to get 
my dame to live by faith; and often encouraged her 
ta prayer, by telling her, that ſhe had a right to ex- 
pect her ſupport from God as well as: myſelf, ſeeing 
«that the Almighty had taken me from my ha 4 la- 
-bour, to work in his vineyard and I ſupported my 
argutnent from this conſideration, that the whole 
Teuitical tribe lived of oldi-on the offetings of the 
Lord, both women and ee as er as thoſe men 
——— 1 ALLIES) 
Soon after this, Providence ent . an 
404 I was determined with that to furbiſh my dame 
with ſome other apparel 22 bought her another 
gown; and it ſo happened, that a friend informed 
me ſhe intended to give her another, which ſhe ac- 
| -cordingly did. At this my dame ſeemed highly 
h Pleaſed her unbelief was confounded, her mur- 
muring ſtopt, and all was well. "However; I Took 
Care hot to break through the bounds of Paul's aſ- 
ſertion, But Be thut is married careth for lle things that 
ure of the awer ld, bow be may pleaſe his wife 3 but Iwould 
have you (faith Paul) zuit bout. carefulneſs.—— He that 55 
unmarried careih for the things that belong 10 the Lord, 
Bote be may Pleaſe the Lord, 1 Cor. vii. 31, 342. We 
muſt endeavour to Wann 
always pleaſe our if. 1. | 2141 ene en 0 
Alter his, the bountiful handcof thy Lord ſeemed 
de cloſed ws, and-that for a long time, until I 


got 


14 


14 
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got five guineas in debt, and began to want even 
Provifions. Now I began to fret, and unbelief crept 
in apace: but juſt as the ſpirit of murmuring and 
© complaining' began to operate, there came à letter to 
me from a gentleman at Gainſborough. in Lincolnſhire, 
1 . it, awd found the rern. contents: * 


6 Weg Friend, * 5 
ce I Fave ſent you a hamper * one of my Bis, 


which will be at London by ſuch a time, if God 


permit; and I have ordered it to be left at Hun- 
“ yerford-flairs for you. The firſt preſent is for ur 
<6 '2vife, which is to end the other is for your hi 
* dren, being a cow,” and her milk maid attending her, 
s a cow being very uſeful where there is à family 

te the-laſt article, according to my judgment, is a 
& very uſeful thing for you, and for every goſpel· mini- 
t fer. Tender my beſt reſpects to N 
1. _ A the ſame from 
ef Ina ee N bumble ene 
43133 115 Nan bi : en I 5500 — * 
Bh VL WH 9:46 8 417 N ; 3 280 1173190 '? 

lian is the riddle; and 1 bad 0 days to find it 

cout in. My dame aſked" me if my preſent was 2 
bible; I told her, no, 1 believed not: I told her 
that Paul called à goſpel-miniſter an ox—Thou ſhalt | 

vot muxzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth ou the" corns 

| Doth Goditake' cure of oxen ? or ſaith be ir ultogether 

* 0 "ſakes no doubt this is written. 
OLD 46 Thus 
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* Thus (ſaid I) God compares a preacher to an 
* ax c urcading out the corn, is unfolding and explain- 
4 ing God's, word ;—muzzling the ox, id not giving 
10 him food to eat for his labour, as Paul explains it, 


- "Even fohath the Lord ordained, that they which preach | 
_— «© the goſpel, ſuld live: of the goſpel,” 1 Cor, ix. 14.— 
And I further added, that © the ſame apoſtle who 


compares the preacher to an ox, tells us, in his 


8 5. epilile to the church at Coloſſe, to let aur ſpeech be 
. « always-mith grace, ſeaſoned with. ſalt, that we may 


10 mf how we ought 10. anſiuer every man, Col. iv. 6. 
Therefore L conjectured miy preſent was abullock's 


- fongue, well ſalted; and as for her preſent; which the 


letrer expreſſed to be 2000 ends, I: thought it was a 


 fliteh of bacon, cut i in two pieces; hut as for the cow, 


J could. not conjecture what that ſhould be. — But 


when the hamper came, we all got round it, to ſee 
what was the ſubſtance of the riddle in the'carcaſe of f 


the lion; and when it was opened, I found that my 
preſent was a bullock's/ tongue dried; my dame's pre- 

ent was two large pieces of bacon ; and the children's 
| preſent was a cheeſe, with the print of a cow, and 

will maid milk ing her, on it.— That was the preſent, 


and that was the explanation of the riddle. 
About this time, I went once a fortuight to preach = 
20 4 certain place in Middleſex, which lay about ten 
miles from London, where I lived; and they gave me 
three ſhillings a time for preaching; to them. There 


was a ſingle . AG A 
r | | cones 
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church, and a man of great property, allowed to be 
worth 7zventy or thirty thouſand pounds. This gentle- 
man once ſaw me paſs by his door, as I had been 
that way to viſit a fick woman.—He called me into 
his houſe, and expreſſed much love to my Maſter 
Jzsvs, and a great ſatisfaCtion in hearing my diſcourſes 
on the doctrines of grace; and deſired me the next 
time I came, to deliver a diſcourſe from two verſes in 
Deuteronomy, But the land wwhither ye go to poſſeſe it, is 
à land of hills andyvallies, and drinketh water of the rain 
of heaven ; a land which the Lord thy Gad careth for © the 
ges of the Lord thy God are upon it, from the beginning of 
| the year even unto the end of the year, Deut. xi. 11, 12. 
So I promiſed to offer my thoughts on the paſſage 
when I came again to preach; and at my departure 
he gave me the right hand of fellowſhip, bleſſed me in the 
name of the Lord, and put his hand into his pocket 
and very generouſly made me a preſent of -a, whole 
filling. I took it, and thanked him kindly ; for 1 
thought it was the firit fruits of liberality that ever 
grew upon. that tree, and perhaps the haſt; and 1 

mention it now to the honour of his compatſhonate 
bowels. I found afterwards that he had made many 
enquiries after me, and had been informed that I 
was a poor man, had a large family, and that I walked 
ten miles out, and ten miles back again, and was 
from home all night when I preached at that place, 
for which I received only three ſhillipgs. Theſe 
| things reaching his cars, conyeyed W 
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touch to his feelings, and finally dragged that w ROI. E 

' SHILLING out of his pericardium. —Hozw hardly Jhall 
thoſe that have riches enter the kingdom of God! _— 

I hare ſometimes been led to think that ſuch li- 
beral fouls cleave more to Engliſh proverbs, than to 
divine precepts; at leaſt that good man ſticks very 
| clofe to one ſaying, which is, Take care of the 
« main ' chance -”” but if ever the one thing needful 
Thould'take'poflefſion of his heart, that would turn 

the main chance out, as we ſee in the converſion of 
Zactheus,—l have often thought, too, that as Hagar 

was the bond - mother of all legal profeſſors, ſo a- 

iss and Sappbira were the parents of all covetous pro- 
Feffors; and 1 believe that Simon Magus is the figu- 

iative fire of every perfon who is labouring hard to 

pPurchaſe the grace of God; and the gifts of the 1 

| Ghoft, by their on ſuppoſed merit. 

Having been one night to preach at Wieleg a, 

I was invited home by my friends Mr. and Mrs. Cbap- 

2 may, at Peterſham near Richmond, to fleep ; and in the. 
| ping Mrs. Chapman ſmiled, and told me the had 
an article by her which ſhe intended to make me a 

reſent of, which was twelve yards of fuff damaſk, to 

W. me a morning gown.” I laughed heartily at it, 

and faid, I thought a coal-beaver would cut a ſtrange 

ngure in a morning gown—l ſhould appear like a 

| beggar in dignity; but that was better than dignity 
in ruins. © However, they ſaw that God had began 


to lift up * head, and they were determined that 
88 N their 
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their paſtor ſhould make a more reſpectable figure 3 
they therefore infiſted on my having it; but I ob- 
jected to a gown, becauſe it has ſuch a cottiſh ap- 
pearance on a labourer in the vineyard, and makes us 

look not unlike a lying-in woman; wherefore I turn» 
ed it into 4 bauyan or coat ; and when I had got it 
made up, I hid it for two or three months betore 1 
could reconcile myſelf to appear in it. 

I had now received a letter from a friend in the 
country, who was in great diſtreſs, and ſtood much 
in need of a little relief ; but at that time I myſelf 
was four or five pounds in debt, and had been a long 
time in expectation that my God would ſend it. 1 
found that God now began much to try my patience, 
and that I ought to importune, and watch, and wait 
upon the Lord, and to keep my eye fixed on him, as 
a ſervant's eye is on the hand of his maſter, until I ob- 
tained an anſwer. However, I never waited upon his 
bleſſed Majeſty in vain, for it was ſure to come at 
length. After I had put up many petitions, and bad 
been kept long in ſuſpence, I one night called on 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith, who lived in Chandler-ftreet,: 
Oxford-road, who were great friends to me; and 
after I had ſupped with them, generouſly made 
me a preſent of three guineas.—1 humbly beg their. 
pardon for mentioning their names, and expoſing 
their ſecret alms; but as I prayed to my Father which . 

ſeeth in ſecret, and be in mercy rewarded me openty, I 
therefore muſt n it upon the houſe-top, to encau + 


rage 


126 GOD Tax GUARDIAN or Tm: POOR, 
rage the weak faith of others, that they may make 
God their Guardian and their Bank.—The liberality 
of Job's friends is left upon record to their honour, 
when every man gave him a piece of money, and every one 
an ear-ring of gold, Job xlii. 11. | 

I T now took encouragement to hope that my gra- 
cious Maſter would add to this bleffing a ſufficiency 
for the purpoſe of diſcharging my debt, and reliev- 
ing my friend, which, in anſwer to prayer, he was 
graciouſly pleaſed to do.—The next morning a per- 
fon knotE&-at my door, and defired to ſee me. 
When he came into my ſtudy, I looked at him, but 
he was a gentleman that I had never ſeen before. He 
told me that he had once heard me preach at Dr. 
_ Gifford's meeting-houſe, and once or twice in Mar- 
| garet-ſtreet chapel, and that he had heard me greatly 
to his ſatisfaction: and the reaſon of his coming to 
ſee me now was, that he had been exerciſed the laſt 
night with a dream—that he dreamed the word of 
Sold came to him, ſaying, If thy brother be zvaxen poor, 
> thou ſhalt open thy hand to thy poor brother, &.—He 


_  » aſked me if there was ſuch a portion of ſcripture ; I-. 


anſwered, the words were theſe ; If there he among yon 
a poor man, one of thy brethren, within any of, thy gates, 
in the land which the Lord thy God piveth thee, thou ſhalt 
not harden thy beart, nor ſhut thine hand from thy poor 
brother : but thou ſhalt open thine hand wide unto him, and 
ſhalt furely lend him ſufficient for his need, in that which 

be wwanteth. Beware that there be not a thought in thy 
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wicked teart, * The ſeventh year, the year of releaſe 
is at hand; aud thine eye be evil againſt thy poor brother, 


and thau giveſt him nought, and be cry unta the Lord againfl 


thee, and it be fin unto thee, Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, 
and thine heart ſhall not be grieved when thou giti bim: 
becauſe that for this thing the Lard thy Gad ſhall bleſs thee 
in all thy works, and in all that thou puttefi thine hand 
uno. Tur the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land: 


wherefore I command, thee, ſaying, Thou malt open thine _ 
hand wide. una thy brother, 10 thy poor, and to thy needy 


in the land, Deut. xv. 79—11. He told. e, many 
af theſe words came to him in his fleep; and in the 
morning, when he awoke, he felt the power of them. 
In wondering who this poor brother could be, he in- 
formed me it was impreſſed on his mind that I was 
the poor brother, about whom he had dreamed; and 
aſked me concerning my circumſtances. I then told 
him of the trial I was in; and as he was fully ſatis- 
ſied it was of God, he wondered much at it. At his 

departure. he gave me a new pair of die-ſtin gloves, 
two new white handkerchiefs, very good, and a guinea 


He then bleſſed me, and left me; and I do. net row. 
member ever ſeeing him before that time, nor bu 


once ſince. Thus God, who commanded a widow 
to ſuſtain Elijah, commanded this man to relieve me. 

The next day a friend told me a perſon had left a 
guinea. with him for me and when I came to Mr. 


Byrchmore's, in-Margaret-ſtreet, a lady came to his 


, door in a coach, and enquired after me, and when © 


* » 
_ * 
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came to their door, ſhe put her hand out, and gave 
me a guinea, and then ordered the coachman to drive 


away; ſhe having done all the buſineſs God ſent her 


to do. Thus our moſt bountiful Benefactor anſwered 


theſe my poor petitions alſo, after he had been pleaſed 


for a time to exerciſe my faith and patience, in order 


to encourage me to a ſtronger confidence in his grace 
and providence; and I now make it known to the 


honour of his veracity, and to the encouragement of 


the poor of his flock, who are obliged to live, both 


ſpiritually and temporally, by every 2vord that proceed- 
eth: out of tbe mouth of God. And as God has been 
pleaſed to reveal himſelf as a God that will hear and 
anſwer prayer, and has appeared ſo to me, one of the 
_ worſt and leaſt of all his creatures, I choſe to ſubſcribe 
with my bands, Ifa. xliv. 5, ſet to my;ſeal, and pro- 
claim to all that fear his: moons that R _ _ 
1133. "Ex 


| 3 Ob! theſe hand; e 3 15 "bh to * > 
4 and as applicable to my caſe as poſſible; An 


member all the way which the Lord thy God 


; 1 : Beetbe/s forty ears in the. end to humble thee; 
"4 o provenbe, 10 hniow tab Nas in thine heart, whe = 
er thou wouldeft keep his cummandmenit, or no. And 


be lumb lad thee, and ſuffered thee to hunger, and fed thee. 
_ with manna, which: thou kneweſt not, neither did thy. fa- 


ters know; that he might make thee know that man doth 
nt live by bread xl, but by every word that. pr e | 
a f the. te the Lord doth» man live, l 7708 


22289 


* 
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2, 3. When theſe precious anſwers to prayer ap- 


peared, they always came attended with humbling _ 


grace, and were ſweetened to my ſoul with a bleſſed 
ſenſe of unmerited love; and though at certain times, 
when unbelief was prevalent, I have found it hard 
work to keep from murmuring ; eſpecially when 
TT have ſeen the baſeſt of mortals rolling in wealth 
and pleaſure, and ſpending it to ſupport the ſhattered 
Intereſt of the devil; while. I could appeal to God 
that I loved him, and ſought his glory, and the good 
of his choſen, yea, even laboured beyond my ftrength 
in his cauſe and intereſt, and yer. ſuffered for want of 
common neceſſaries. But theſe two ſcriptures gene- 
rally filenced my murmuring; Tie wicked have their 
portion in this life, whoſe belly God fills with his hid 
| treaſure :—and the other was, that the righteous are 
God's witneſſes againſt the wicked. Theſe words, like- 
wiſe, would ſometimes occur to my mind, He that 
hath, a bountiful eye ſhall be bleſſed, —And" again, To one 
it is given to gather together, and heap up, but never an 
_ heart given 16 do good therewith ; this is a fore travail — 
And that in Job, Though the wicked prepare raiment as 
the ſand, yet the rightcous ſhall put it on, and the im.. 
cent ſhall divide the filver. Better is goſpel content 
ment with poverty, than the ſacrifices of many wick - 
ed; and I have often found the moſt comfort in my 
ſoul, when my outward matters have appeared to 
wear the moſt gloomy aſpe& ;—internal conſola« 
tions have more than once counterbalanced all my 


130 GOD ras GUARDIAN or ras POOR, 


external afflictions. Theſe daily croſſes attending 
me in circumſtances, I found were made very uſeful 
to thoſe whom God had called by me, as the means 
to eſtabliſh them in the faith of Chriſt, who is the Sa- 
viour of the body as well as the foul, and in whom the 
invaluable promiſe is yea and amen to every ſoul that is 
intereſted in his finiſhed ſalvation. God hath given 
us all things in Chriſt, whether life or death yea, 
we have the promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come; which promiſe even includes 
all things pertaining to life and godlinefs. Happy is that 
| ſoul that credits God's promiſe—places his confidence 
in him for the fulfilment of it—makes uſe of the 
means God has appointed—daily pleads his promiſe . 
in the humble prayer of faith—patiently waits his 
time—daily watches his hand—lives in a holy expec- 
tation of a daily ſupply of ſpiritual and temporal 
- mercies from the God of his ſalvation, and who is 
humbly thankful to God for every favour that flows 
through the atoning blood and prevalent interceſſion 
of a dèar Redeemer !—I ſay, let not ſuch envy the 
crowned head, nor ſcepiered band; for if there be any 
virtue, or if there be any praiſe, if there be any ſere- 
nity of mind, if any peace of conſcience, if any ho- 
nour to God, if any fruit brought forth to the glory 
of the Moſt High, it is to be found i in ſuch a ſoul; 
and be, with the greateſt praprictys ** * ſaid to | 


* on OR an 
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At another time, when Providence had been ex- 
erciſing my faith and patience, till the cupboard was 


quite empty, in anſwer to a ſimple prayer, he ſent one | 


and preach ;i for God took care for me, 
.mily alſo, agreeable to his own promiſe, 
the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
things ſhall be added unto you: and, indeed, I have often 
thought that the reaſon why our dear Lord and Maſ- 
ter gave No inheritance to the Levitical tribe, who per- 
formed the ſanctuary ſervice, was, that they might 
learn to live by faith, and likewiſe to exerciſe and 
try the liberality of the warſbipping tribes. And this 
appears to be the reaſon why the apoſtles were ſent 
out to preach without purſe or ſerip. Certainly, God 
could have ſent them out as rich as the ſanhedrim, if 
he had thought proper ;—but no; he left the blind 
| prieſts to live on the offerings and tithes of the blind 
followers, as their portion; and it is to be feared that 
was the only portion that ſome of them ever had from 


Y God. But the poor apoſtles were to go out with on- 


ly a portion of grace in their Hearts; and where they 


JT fowed thoſe ſpiritual things, God opened the hearts of 


the converts to bring forth temporal things to them; 
and it often appeared, that as ſoon as the grace of 
- God had taken the government of a young convert's 
heart, his temporal riches appeared. at the apoſiles' feet. 
W the goſpel defrayed the eue of the dif- 
* 13 penſers 


$ 
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penſers of it; and this I believe was intended to wy - 
the fincerity of the grace of thoſe who were enabled 
to believe the goſpel; as Paul put ſome of his fol- 
"towers upon a like trial, and made liberality one of 
the rouchſones—See that ye cane not behind in this grace 
alſo. Yea, and even our dear Lord and: Maſter lived 
on the alms of his foltowers ; for as foon as he was 
born, the caftern ſages opened their treaſures, and pre- 
 fented unto him gold, frankincenſe, and myrrh; and even 
until his crucifixion, he lived on the liberality of his 
poor difciples, who are faid 7 minifter to him of their 
ſubſtance. It is true, Satan offered him all the kingdoms 


E the world, and the glory of them, upon certain condi- 


tions; bur he refuſed ; chufing to ſaffer hunger, ra- 
ther than turn fones into bread to prove his foulhi P> | 
and pleafe an accuſing devil. 

f At another time, alſo, Providence was pleaſed to 
try me, till I run five guineas in debt; and after 1 
Dan prayed and waiteg ſome time for it, a gentleman 

belonging to the Stamp-office (a very faithful friend 

to me for many years together, during my ftate of 
extteme poverty) called upon me, and generouſly 
made me a preſent of five guineas, which payed off 
that debt. Oh! the gobdneſs of God to thoſe that 

fear bis name, and hope in his merey !—He even 
- fent a raven 10 feed the prophet Elijak, when he dwelt. 
dy the braot Cherith; and an angel, too, from heaven 
was ſent to bake him a cake on a fire, and bring him a 
; ruſe of water, when he . under — being 
| Weary, 
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weary, in his road to Horeb— Ariſe and eat, (ſaid the 


_ celeſtial gueſt) for the journey is 00 great for thee, 


1 Kings wiz. 56, : -- 
F now began to get . weary of living at 


Thames-Ditton, as I did not ſee that God had any 
thing more for me to do there. His word had ap- 


| peared a favour of life unto life to ſome few, and a ſavour 
c death untt death to many, as they were ſo indefatiga- 


ble in oppoſing. it. In ſhort, I ſecretly longed to leave 


it, but was determined not to do jt, until I faw the 


Lord himſelf open the door; for when be puts forth 
nis own ſbecp, he goes before them. I was fully per- 
ſuaded that I ſhould end my miniſtry in London, and 


had long told a friend in town of it. Another rea- 


ſon for my wanting to quit Ditton, was, the bad flate 
of health that I felt myſelf in, which rendered me in- 


capable of ſuch long journies, and ſo much labour. 
- Put I have generally found God to kindle a deſire in 
my heart after that which he intended to bring to 


paſs.—Thus-when the time came for al to leave 
Egypt, the ſpirit- of ſupplication was ſent to make inter- 
ceſton in many. of | their hearts; after their deliverance 
from bondage ; and God told Moſes, he had heard the 
gramings of his people Iſrael by reaſon of their f f 

lers; and Lam come dawn, ſaid God, to deliver thenm.— 
And ſo it will W even in in matter when I have 


x related it. FOIA 


It came to ih that tan Wooking to 
reach, bene ban cheat . 


5 


I 3 | and 
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and before Þ could ſhift myſelf, and take care of my 
horſe, it was between one and two. At that time we 
had an infant that was very ill. —T told my dame that 


I would ly alone that night, as the child was ſo very | 


reſtleſs, that I was apprehenfive I ſhould get no reſt 
myſelf, being very weary then; and having another 


Journey to go the next day, I imagined E ſhould not 
be able to perform it, if I were diſturbed in my reſt. 


Accordingly I went into, another bed, and fell into a 


5 very ſound ſteep.; and I dreamed, and behol#!! in my 
 Wream, I thought that I heard the Lord call to me 


with a very ſhrill, diſtinct voice, ſaying, Son of man ! 
fav of man! propheſy; fon of man, propheſy /  atſwered, 

Lord; what "ſhall I propheſy # The voice came again, 
ſaying, Propheſy upon the thick boughs. | I immediately 


awoke, and felt a comfortable power on my heart, 
and thought the voice ſeemed fteſh in my ears: 1 
knew not what it meant, nor did 1-#emermber ever 


ſeelog any ſueh words as thick bought in the Bible. 
However, I got up immediately, and traced my Bible, 
to ſee i I could find theſe words, the Abick boughs, 

out ;' thiaking, that if I could find theſe words in the 


Bible, 1 ould conelode the dream to he from God. 


I ſoon found the words, and perceived the iel boughs 
to be en, Ezek. Kiki. 3. ch. xWit 235; but what 
the command could mean, I could not at that time 
tell, becauſe I was employed in propheſying on rh 
boughs almoſt every day. | I went into my dame's 
n * nn obſerved, at the ſang 


E 1 tine, 
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time, that I could not think what it meant though I 
certainly ſhould know hereafter,—The n I 
came to London, and told it to Mr. Byrchmore, the 
tallow-chandler, in Margaret ſtreet; adding, that I 
knew there was a myſtery in it, and that, as it was 
from God, it would ſhortly be revealed to me. God 
ſpeaketh once, yea, twice, but man percerveth it not; in a 
dream, in a viſion of the night, when deep fleep falleth upon 
men, in ſlumbering upon the bed; then he openeth the ears 
| of men, and ſealeth their inſtruction, Job xxxiii. 14, 15, 
However, it paſſed on for. ſome days entirely hid 
from me, what the meaning could be. But I knew 
the viſion would ſpeak in time; and though it tarried ſome 
days, yet I waited for it, Hab. ii. 3. I told alſo another 
friend, Mr, Butler, of it, who is now one of my pew- 
openers ;_ but he did not ſeem to like it, as he wiſhed 
me to ſtay at Ditton. | 
It ſo happened ſhortly after this, on I was 3 | 

| ill, and was obliged to be ſhut up in my room for 
twa or three days, during which time I was rumi- 
- nating, in my own mind the conduct of the people 
at Pitton, ; how long I had preached amongſt them, 
and how unwearied they had been in perſecuting the 
goſpel of Chriſt; and that though God had cut off 
ſo many of them in their rebellion, yet they were 
ſtill blind both to his mercies and to his judgments. 
As I had appeared in that place in the mean capacity 
of a coal. heaver, they would not allow themſelves ta 
think that God had ſent ſuch a one as me to preach 
= 7% to 
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| to them. —TI then thought on my infirm ſtate of body, 
.and of the many weakneſſes which I laboured under, 


which were brought on me by living abſtemiouſly, 
and by hard labour, and that I was bringing my years 
to an end like a tale that is told. And ſuch is the policy 


of the devil, that I believe he would counterfeit holi- 


neſs, and tempt ſouls even to extreme abſtifence, if 
he could by theſe means rid the world of an experi- 
enced believer, who he knows is à hrazen wall, and 


an iron pillar againſt his intereſt, and have weathered | 


out his beſiegers ever ſince the unjuſtifiable war was 


proclaimed by the devil- againſt God. 


In ſhort, 1 ſecretly wiſhed that God would remove 


me from that place.— It came to paſs, while I was 


mufing in this manner, that it was ſuddenly impreſſed 
on my mind, to leave Thames-Ditton,' and go and 


take a houſe in London; and that I ſhould leave theſe 
little places in the country, and preach in the great 


— 


metropolis, where hearers were more numerous; and 


that this was the meaning of the words that came to 


thick boughs.” Under this impulfe, I found myſelf 


very happy, and was thankful to God for my in- 
.tended removal, as it ſeemed ſo plain to me to be of 


him. I then told the Lord, that they hated me becauſe 
of my poverty and mean appearance; and theſe words 


came to my mind with power, A prophet is not with- 
out houour, ſave in his own country, and in his father's 
houſe. And it was freer ſuggeſted to my mind, 


me in the viſion, © Propbeh, fon f man, propheſy on the - 


that 
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that God ha permitted them lately to perſecute me 
more than uſual, that they might wholly drive the 
goſpel from them ; and I much queſtion if ever God 
ſends his word there again: for I] think they are * 
almoſt as inexcuſeable as Chorazin and Capernaum ; 

no leſs than ten aweful judgments had been conſpio 
cuouſly executed on them in their, rebellion againſt 
the word, as is related in my Naxep Bow of Gon; 
and I believe in leſs than two years after I left that 
place, there were not leſs than ten who deſtroyed 
themſelves, or were awefully deſtroyed. But to 
return: I then ſent for a friend of mine, one Mr · 
Felton, and informed him of it; and he faid, he 
thought me juſtifiable in leaving the place, and men- 
rioned the before - cited paſſage, viz. Chriſt teſtified, 
that a prophet had no honour in his own country. I then 
tœok my horſe, and rode to London, and informed 
ſome friends of it ; every one of whom approved of 
my reſolution. I accordingly took a houſe, and ſoon 
after ordered two carts from London to bring my 
houſhold furniture from Ditton ;—Carts, I ſay, for I 
had no need of Foſeph's waggons ; as I got fo little ig 
that inhoſpitable Canaan. 

As there remained five years of the term unex pired 
of the leaſe of the houſe which I was going to 
leave, I thought in my own mind that I was taking a 
ſtrange -ſtep in leaving a houſe that I could nor let. 
T now thought it would lie on my hands—that the 
copper and other fixtures which I bought, muſt be 
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left behind, as they would be uſeleſs where I Was 
going—that the money which I had laid out in Plant - 
ing my garden was all ſunk—this money, too, I now 
wanted for various uſes. But my MosT BLESSED. 
BANKER provided againſt this trial alſo; for it 
came to paſs, juſt as I had loaded my goods, that a 
perſon, came and aſked me if I had let my. houſe; I 
told him, no; upon which he replied, © I will take. 
it of you, and buy your fixtures, and your trees, 
* and the garden crop alſo.” In ſhort, my landlord 
accepted of him for his tenant, the leaſe was aſſigued 
over to him, the fixtures and plants appraiſed, the 
money paid down, the keys delivered up, and all was 
ſettled. to my wiſh, and beyond all expectation.— 
Therefore thou ſon of man, prepare thee fiuff for remoui 185, 
and remove by day in their ſight, and thou ſhalt remove. 
from thy place to another place in their fight ; it may be, 
bey evil conſider, though they be a rebellious oe Eze- 
Kiel Kids 333 0 
Thus far my viſion 8 true. * next thing 
L had to obſerve was, whether the boughs were thick, 
or not; becauſe the voice in the viſion was, Son, of 
man, propheſy among the thick boughs.—I believe that 
Part of the viſion will be fulfilled, though all the 
world oppoſe it; and having opened a larger chapel. 
| ſcems ſtil] to confirm it more and more; and I have 
not a ſingle doubt but the boughs will be as, thick ia 
it, as the words expreſſed. it, and that I thall pro- 


7 among Ds 


"When 
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When I firſt began to open my mouth for the Lord, 
the maſter for whom I carried coals was rather dif- 
pleaſed at it, which I do not wonder at, as he was an 
Arminian of the Arminians, or a phariſee of the phariſces. 
I told him, however, that I ſhould propheſy before 
thouſands, before I died; and ſoon after, the doors 
began to be opened, to receive my meſſage. 
When this appeared, and I had left the fſlaviſh em- 
ployment of coal-carrying, others objected, to my 
maſter, to fuch a fellow as me taking up the office of 
a miniſter; his anſwer was, Let him alone; I once 
<< heard bim ſay that he ſhould propheſy before 
cc thouſands: before he died; let us ſee (ſays be whe- 
& ther this prophecy comes to paſs, or not.” He 
had, as I ſuppoſe, that paſſage in view mentioned by 
| Moſes, And if thou ſay in thine heart, Hor ſhall I know 
the word which the Lord hath ſpoken ® When @ prophet 
ſpeaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing fallow nat, nor 
come to paſs, that is the thing which the Lard hath nat 
_ ſpoken, but the prophet hath ſpoken nn 
Ann + l | 
However, they very ſhortly aber it eame e 
and that in a very extraordinary manner; for God 
opened four doors for me preſently, and in a very 
little time brought me to preach out of doors. 
At my firſt beginning to ſpeak in public, many 
profeſſors and poſſeſſors of grace oppoſed me, as well 
as the world: ſome from a prineiple of jcalauſy, others 
from a 3 of love, fearing that T ſhould run before 
1 was 
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 T was ſent; but they knew not the impulſe that I 
was under; Of their oppoſitions to me, however, I 
often complained to God in prayer, telling him that 
I expected ſome degree of ſupport and encourage- 

ment from his own children; but inſtead. of that, I 
had nothing but oppoſition, and a weakening of my 
hands; — indeed ſore kept themſelves at a diſtance 
from me, and have contradicted me at t times, n 


the Lord aSplied theſe v words to my ny 1 gave 
me a ſtrong faith in them; A man's gift maketh room 
1 for him, and bringeth him before great men, Prov. xvili: 
16. At length I was led to ſee that I muſt be 
- weaned From the church, as welt as from the world; 
and theſe words confirmed me in it, Try ye unt in a 
friend; put ye no confidence in a guide keep the doors of 
thy mouth from her that lyeth in thy boſom,” Mic. vii. 5.— 
Due beſt of them is as a brier, the 1 n ae 
N thorn hedge, ver. 4. 
God took an effectual method to 3 "oY 
: laſt of his having called me to the work of the mi- 
niſtry; for it ſo happened, that à certain profeſſor 
had engaged a miniſter to come from London, and 
preach out of doors, at Moulſey, on the Lord's- day 
morning. This was publiſhed at our meetings; and 
as I had never heard a ſermon out of doors, I was 
determined to go. As he was to preach ſo early as 
' fix o'clock in the morning, I could hear him without 
ly bs ad upon 0 rn which our little 
church 


. 
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church met. About three o'clock on the Lord's day 
morning I aroſe ; but as ſoon as I was out of my bed, 
(pleafing myſelf at the thoughts of hearing a ſermon, 
and having an opportunity of trying my doctrine by 
the ſtandard of a London preacher) there came a 
voice to me with power, which I both heard and felt, 
ſaying, © You muſt preach out of doors to-day, and 

« you muft preach ſrom this text, Go therefore into 
ie highways, and as many as ye find bid to the mar- 
„ riage,” Matt. Xii. 9. I was much amazed at this 
ſudden impulſe ; yer I thought it was from God.— 
If, however, I ever mentioned any thing of this ſort 
to ſome people, they generally called it a deluſian; but 
notwithſtanding this, God generally ſhewed me after- 
wards, that they themſelves bad but little, if any, 

emen knowledge of God. 

I ſhall now relate every eircumſtance of this extra 
n affair, and leave the unprejudiced to judge 
whether it was from God, or whether it was from 
Satan.—I fat down to look over the text, but could 
not find it: I then got up, and went to a friend about 
two miles off, who I knew had a little concordance, 
I called him up, and aſked him to look me out fuch 
a text, which he accordingly did: I turned it down, 
put my bible into my pocket, and went with him to 
hear the gentleman that was to come from London. 
When we came to the place, I ſaw there were a great 
many people gathered together, and the table was 
ſet for the preacher to ſtand on, but behold he never 
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came; ſo we waited till ſeven o'clock, and then every 
one of thoſe who had oppoſed me þegged' me to get 
up and preach.— I could not but admire the divine 
conduct in this matter, as thoſe who.oppoſed me, 
(fome becauſe, my . language was bad—others, be- 
cauſe they thought they had more underſtanding in 
the word than I had—others, becauſe I was but a babe 
in grace, and they of longer ſtanding) were the very 
people who invited me to preach, But here the 
cauſe of God was at ſtake, and there was now no anſwer 
in the mouth of any of . thoſe wha had oppoſed me; there- 
fore they forced that perſon” up, whom they before 
had tried, by their conduct, to pull down; ſo I com- 
plied with their requeſt, and went wedkbling up to 
my ſtation.—As ſoon, however, as my heart began 
to get warm in the cauſe, all my fears left me.—TI now 
delivered my meſſage from the text God gave me, 
and he was with me in the work.—Then it was that 
ſome were ready to cry Hoſamah ! however, they had 
fo. battered me about, that neither their applauſe 
nor their diſapprobation had any weight with me. 
I often thought of thoſe words ſpoken by Eli- 
| Phaz to Job, Call now, if there be any that will anſwer 
thee ; and to which of the ſaints wilt thou turn? Job 
v. 1—Turn! turn to none but God; for if the 
moſi' upright among men is but as a brier, and ſharper than 
a thorn bedge, we have no reaſon, like Abraham's ram, 
- to hang our horns in a buſh, leſt we fall a ſacrifice, — 


heck pi alas is ** (ſays the 
Almighty 
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Almighty): for wherein is he to be aceounted of ?P—Bur 
there was a young widow who came to hear me preach 


that firſt ſermon ; and Providence opened her heart, 
- ſo. that ſhe attended to the things ſpoken by the caal- 


beaver, and heard the goſpel conſtantly afterward ; 
but at laft ſhe was ſeized with moſt violent convic- 
tions, and was obliged to leave her place, and go 
home to Efter workhouſe, where a doctor was ſent for 
na: lagu eg head, which is not a very pro- 

per remedy to draw out the bane of guilt, where the 
ſting of death has fo fatally evenomed the conſcience. 


At times they found her quite delirious, and then the 


called earneſtly on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;—they. then 


ſhook her, abuſed her for praying, and declared her 


mad; and when they found ſhe had been among the 
Methbodifts, it was eafily accounted for; therefore they 
handled her accordingly. But when ſhe got a little 
better, ſhe ſent for me to come and pray by her, 
which I accordingly did ; and then ſhe told me of 
their cruel uſage to ber. I then ſpoke to my wife 
about ir, and we borrawed a bed, and got her home 
to our houſe :—my dame nurſed her body, and I 
tried to nurſe her ſoul, and ſoon after ſhe got well in 
body, and happy in mind. Then ſhe went and took 
a lodging, and worked for her bread, and continued 


to {it under my miniſtry for about fix years. At laſt 


ſhe fell into a deep decline, and ſoon took to her bed ; 
and for two of three days before her death, ſhe was 
violently tempted and diſtreſſed, even beyond mea- 


fure, 
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thre: After this, the came forth-from:that dark cloud, 
and ſhined like the rifing ſun, and continued in theſe 


ö bleſſed rays of glory till ſne cloſed her eyes in death, 


and launched forth into eternity in all the triumph of 
a goſpel conqueror; and there is the end of that 
myſtery.— The woman's name was Simmons. One of 
the men who forced me up to deliver that ſermon was 
Mr. Butler, one of the pero-openers now at Providence 
Chapel.—At her firſt ſickneſs I promifed to pay for 
her board and for phyfic ; but alas! God kept me 

ſo poor that I could not: ſo I ſent to a lady to do it 


for me, and told her my receipt ſhould be her diſ- 


charge, and ſhe readily complied, and * the whole 
bill. 
Before II proceed, I will give my reader an account 
of another providence, which is this; a perſon came 
from Richmond to hear me preach at Ditton, and 
when he went back, he informed ſeveral perſons that 
he approved of my miniſtry. They accordingly ſent 
me an invitation to come over to Richmond and help 
_ them; but I refuſed to go: however they ſent for me 
a a ſecond rime, bur I again refuſed it; at laſt they 
came to the be- maler that I then worked for, and he 
compelled me to go, but not to preach in the cha- 
pel, but in a houſe that was licenſed, I went very 
reluctantly indeed; but when I came there, I found 
the Lord's preſence ſweetly with me; ſo, at their re- 
queſt, I went again on the Tueſday following — oon 
after, 1 * that I had us wrong in going there, 
85 | on 


Axp rh BANK or FAITH. 143 
though God had been powerfully with me; for it 
came to paſs, that tidings had been carried to London, 
and had reached the ears of two profeſling gentlemen, 
. who were the managers of the Richmond chapel. This 
cauſed them to come down to Richmond, to make 
inquiſtion whether any - coal-heaver had ever thus 
preſumed to do to preach the goſpel to thoſe poor 
ſouls who had aſked me. Upon enquiry the thing 
was found to be certain, and the tidings (which had been / 
carried) were true; ſo the'man and woman, at whoſe 
houſe JI had preached, received a very ſharp repri- 
mand, and were threatened alſo with the penal ſum 
of fifty pounds, for letting me preach in their houſe, 
becauſe I was not at that time properly licenſed.— 
Soon after this, a day was appointed for preaching 
and prayer at Richmond Chapel,” and a dinner ordered 
at an inn for all the congregation that choſe to dine 
there, and pay for it. Two miniſters were appointed 
to preach on that occafion—after the commandments of 
men, and not after Chrif! ; and an old gentleman took 
his text out of the At, and pteached from theſe 
words, And when Barnabas ſaw the grace of Gad, be was 
glad, &c.—There was nothing in all the text againſt 

my preaching at Richmond, for I was as glad to ſee 
' the grace of God as ever Parnabas was; but he rurn» 
ed his text into à f- tar; in order to make it fit 
my face; and told the people they might 3 
poſe that Barnabas had his credentials, or credential la- 


tert, from the elders that were at Yeraſalem ;” and © 
l K out 


+» 


146 GOD: Tus GUARDIAN or Taz POOR, 


qut vf. that ſuppoſition,. he ſpun a cao nine tails. to 
laſh, me; with—a may, bom. he had, never, ſeen. , But 
where JL was to go, for,credentials I,knew, not: if he 
had required credentials,;from, God, 1 could have 
ſhewed them to him; I think if J had been there, I 
ſhould | have aked. him whether that ſermon had been 


Jrom heaven, or of men; however, at che long run it 
appeared. to be of mer becauſe it game to nought.— 


Theſe things wonderfully: diſtreſſed and puzzled me; 

ficſt, becauſe the people, ſent three, times after me, 
before 1 would go at all 3 and fecondly, the preſence 
and power of God, ſeemed ſo. viſible,..to. my comfort, 
and, the Star of thoſe 3 beard. me; and yet 


I K 


called. Chriſtians, Should — me ſo much. The 
people, however, determined to hear, me; and I 


generally found God with me in the work, notwith- 


ſanding of which, I always,went relnctantly. In this 
matter, 1 ſet off to an arm of fleſn for counſel; though 
the preſence of God was counſel ſufficient, if I had 
been wiſe enough 10 haye reſted on it. However, 1 


was not as yet weaned from an arm gf fleſh; there -· 


fore I went to aft counſel. at Abel, and ſo: apes gud he 
| matter. The counſel I received from the good man 1 | 


went to (after 1 had: related the. whole eircumſtance 


to him) was, that I ſhould ſtay ayay from. preaching 
there, as it gave offence to ſome great men; ſo I took 
this advice, and game home much eaſed in my mind, 
and glad that I could ſo get my neck out of e 


— 
«+ 30 


Axp rar BANK er FAITH.” 1% 


But when the Tuefday following arrived, being the 
day on which:Iiwas appointed to preach at Rich- 
mond, I fdund the broken reed on which my fooliſh 
ſoul had reſtad began to give way, and I funk again 
into all my diftrefſes, Then it came into my mind, 
how that God had comforted me in the werk; and 
if the ſupporting arm and eomforting preſence” of 
God, are nbt a ſuffieient teſtimony of God's appro- 
bation, we ate not likely to get one from man.—1I 
ſtill doubted, However, whether I ſhould not offend 
God by truſting to this human eounſel; for I thought 
if God had called me to pieach at Richmond, and 
I ſhould ſtay away when the little flock expected me, 
I ſhould much offend! the righteous Majeſty of hea- 
ven, and be diſobedient to the heavenly call; and it 
it was wrong for me to go, I could appeal to God 1 
had no deſite for it. As to ſelfiſh views, Thad none; 
for one night they collected a parcel of money for 
me, knowing how poor I was, and how much I had 
ſuffered in the work ;- and they thruſt the money ĩnto 
my pocket by force, when I reſuſed it; but even' 
after this, I threw it upon the floor, and iuſiſted om 
no more than eighteen· pence for my trouble, in going 
from Dittom to Richmond to preach. It now came 
ſuddenly into my mind, to go and lay this matter be- 
fore my bleſſed Lord and Maſter, who never diſup- 
pointed not deteived me in his counſel. © I therefore 
left my cobbling, and went into my chamber, and 
EW manner; Oh God, any 
2 K 2 7 = Saviour 


El. 
. 


145 GOD ras GUARDIAN oy TRE POOR, 


de Saviour and dear Redeemer, thou knoweſt I have 
"£6 no; defire to go and preach at Richmond; but the 
people came after me ſeveral times. lf thou haſt 
ce any ching to do there by my means, {incline my 
8 heart ta go, let who will oppoſe it; but if not, 
2 let not thy ſervant preſume, as my heart has no 
4 defire to go there: ard as I would not offend thy 


* Majeſty, either by going or ſtaying, Iheſeech theo 


© to convince me by the firſt ſcripture that occurs to 
©. my mind.—Oh Lord, reveal thy mind and will to 
5 me. in this particular, and let me not offend thee, 

«as I am willing to. obey thy voice, if thou art 


2 pleaſed to make it known to me. Amen.“ 


rk ſoon as I had got from my knees, theſe wards 
Tame with power to my mind, Be not weary in wells | 
doing, for in due time ye ſhall reap, if ye. faint not, This 
gave me ſome comfort; but when I went and fat 
down to my cobbling again, I began to reaſon thus; 
Be mt 2weary in wall- ding true: if it is diſpleaſing 
< to God for me to goto Richmond, then it would: 
Abe url going to ay bt home; and if it be diſ- 
«pleaſing to God for me to ſtay at home, Ihen i | 


. would be ell-doing for me to go andi preach, at 
Richmond: —ſo, like Gideon, I tried the fleece 


once more, and ſaid to myſelf, that if God ſhould 
giye me s text, and a ſermon on it, I ſhould think 
it Mam bim, and that I had a juſt rightuto carry; 
ad « meflage. I had no ſooner made thisceriteriong/ 
1 * wards came: with poweriapd undetſtanda 


"oy I - WEI i $ 4 | ing, | 
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ing, And bis brightneſs wat as the light ; be "had 
| pots, oo ey and there was the biding of 

bis power, Hab. ili, 3, 4. The 24 and 3d verſes of 
the 33d chapter of Deuteronomy, I found was a key 
to this text. I therefore got up and went, and was 
determined to deliver that meſſage there at that time 
only, and then to inform them that I would come 
there no more. But before I began to preach, 1 


earneſtly begged; of God to comfort the people 
greatly, if he apptoved of my preaching to them; 


but if not, chat he would ſend them away dejected, 
and ſhur me up till I had little or nothing to ſuy to 


them. In that night God bleſſed ds wonderfully ; | 


and when I had done, I hefirated whether I ſhould 
inform them of miy intention of not coming again, 
as it ſo offended the managers. But theſe words came 
to my. mind, , li ſaid n them, The kings of the 

unt be ſo 5 but he that is greateſt amn von, let him as 
the younger; and he that is chief,” as" be that dul ſerve, 


Luke xxii. 25, 26: Having received theſs words, 


1 publiſhed myſelf to preach there again the next 
Tueſday ; and was fully convinced, that no proprietor 
of à building had any warrant from God to keep a 
goſpel meſſage from the ears and hearts of God's chil» 
_ dren,” unleſs they could prove the meſſenger either 
erroneous or wicked, nnn 
bad neither ever Teen nor heard mes . 
ies” K 3 Aſter 
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After I had preached therę a few times, it came 


| ro Paſs one evening, when J had ſiniſhed my ſermon, 
that a-perſon came to me, to infttmim that a wo- 


man (who was lately taken very} ib and: was appa- 


rently near death) deſired to ſee mt. I I accordingly 


want z and when L came to her hedfide; I aſked her 
if-the had ſet. for men ſhe rephed; Ves. I aſked 
her What ſhe had ſent for mecto do; ſherfaidg to pray 


by ber. I aſked her what I Was tto pray-for—that:ſhe 


might be. raiſed, up again? ſhe g replied, “ Nog 
pray God to give une to chis vill and that 
60 her may not depart from me.” I aſked her if ſhe 
was ſure. the Lord was witk herz iſhe-ſaid, Ves. I 

aſed how ſhe came by the knowledgd af God's com- 
fortable preſence ; the told me ſhe was a native of 
Scotland, and had: often heard people Sbotland ſpeak 


> S-< 


of their. comforts, anct peure, but ſhe uſed ic envy them 


for it, and at other times ſhe thought they: ſpoke 
none; but ſhe ſtill found a ſectet want of ſomes 
ihing, which ſhe had long ſought; and ſhe told me 
ſhe hag de yer found that power, until Epreached the 
ſermop from the text in Habakkuk le hid horns rom 


ing out of his hand, aui there zoas the. biding of his ppaver t 
Under that difcourſe (faid:ſhe) the Spirit: of 


power came to me. My buſband is aftone-maſon; 
and is gone to Ireland, to be the foreman of a 


e very large building there, andi am in time to go 


©. after him, if God ſpares my life; but as my good 


cc man has left me * E time, The Almighty is 
| «© come 
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«© come in his room.“ She now gave me a very ſweet 
account of the operations of the Holy Ghoſt, and of 


the precious liberty which he proclaĩmed by the re- 


velation and application of Chriſt crucified to her 
underſtanding, mind, and conſcience, Theſe tidings 
made my bowels yearn, as I could call to my remem- 


brance the ſoul-travail I had been exerciſed with on 


that day that the text was brought to my mind, and 
the bleſſed myſtery that was opened to me in it; 
alſo. God's goedneſs in accqmpanying it with ft 


power to her ſoul, and now to lay her on a t bed, that 


ſhe might ſend for me, to inform me that I had not 
preached nor travelled in vain.— O. the converſion 
of ſuch ſduls are greater riches to me, than all the trea- 
ſures f. Egypt God in merey ſoon. after *raiſed her 
up again, and ſhe attended my miniſtry for about two 
years, and appeared a ſnoſt amiable Chriſtian. She 
always ſati with her head down,” and heard me with all 
the attentiqmimaginable; and when ſhe had got her 
portion like Hannah, ſhe would ſet off, without either 
looking or ſpeaking to any body, as if ſhe ſuſpected 
every one that ſpoke to her cto be a robber of her 
. conſcience.” Indeed ſhe was no baffard:ſhe was my 


own daughter —ſhe loved a private religion, that lay be- 


tween Ghriftcrucified and her aun conſcience, and I be- 
heve ſhe kept her day · book very ſtrictly. Her name 
is Stuart: and I dearly loved her ſoul" in the belt of 
Chriſt, as 1 had nn her, and had RR travailed 
for her. = 


*. | She 


da OO ERA 
* 1 , ly, 
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Sdbe has now been at Barron's Court, in Ireland, for 
ſeveral years, a place Where there is no gaſpel preach-⸗ 
ed; yet ſhe correſponds with her pious friends at 
Richmond, ſtill ſtands faſt in the ** of Chriſt, 20d 
4s ſhortly expected in England. | 
May God land her and her. fouls ſafe or on hs coaſt 
of our Iſrael, and at laft on the ſhore of that land ubick 
it very ſar off. The converſion of this woman ſeemed 
to me ſuch a teſtimony from God, that it confirmed 
me more in my call ta preach at Richmond than the 
done; for a rerciue theowitneſs of: inen, the witneſs 
of God is greater. / 1 hope never to deſpiſe the former, 
but chuſe to flick: cloſe by the latter. This con · 
verſion appeared ſtil} more conſpienous, as her head 
was well ſtocked with goſpel: noties ; and I haye 
often found thoſe ' whoſe” jutlgments-were!- furniſhed 
with evangelical-creeds_ to he the fortnirijeivo-langh | 
at thoſe ho inſiſted om the force, tlie power, and 
happy «enjoyment of mn. the n — 
elect. | 23 Dot vas i; Ant 1 0 N 
I ſhall now ep ſabjett, bird as „ 
tive 0260 eee e A re 
London. * | 3 
After havin * 2 * 40 the de \ fulfilled, | 
I now: began to watch and ſee if I could diſcern this 


| part of che words verifted, which was the thich boughs. 


| I knew thick boughs in Ezekiel's prophecy meant.ſi- 
ners, and the boughs of the palm- trer in the Sg of 
a7. | 2 Solomon 
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Solomon meant ſaints; therefore, if I could ſee my 
miniſtry well attended, either with ſinners or ſaints; 
the whole viſion would appear evidently to be from 
God]; for-if the Lord ſpeaks, it is PINES 
manderb it, it cometh to paſs. | . — 
After Lhad been ſome time in lune 1 found 
our chapel in Margaret Street was open to every er- 
roneous prrucher. This ſtirred up the hearts of my 
hearers to look out for another place for me, and 
very ſoon a larger chapel was propoſed to be built. 
This tilt appeared to pave the way more and more 
for the fulfilment of the words brought to my mind; 
propheſy vn the thick boughs,—The chapel was foon 
erected, and the good hand of our God was with! 
us in the work, to our comforti—Bur When it was 
opened, I ſaw the ſtrong. oppoſition it would meet 
with from every quarter. This at firſt rather ſur - 
prized me; but ſoon after, theſe words came on my 
mind, propheſy on the thick boughs.—T\was enabled to 
teſt on theſe words, and gathered much comfort to 
my ſoul from the conſideration of its being oppoſed ; 
for I have ever obſerved, that when a work has ap- 
peared to be of God, it has generally met with the 
greateſt oppoſition; and when a cauſe flouriſhes in 


the face of many oppoſers, it appears ſtill plainer to 
be. God's work ;—the fewer human props there are 


to ſupport the ark, the clearer God's hand is e : 


it; for then God: appears to work, and none can Ef , 
though they try at it: In this way God endears him-' 


| 
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ſelf tothe inſtcument he employs, weans that inſtruy 
ment from the creature, and ſecures all che glory to 
himſelf.— I have often thought that / if Martin Luther, 
Jobn Bunyan, or George Whitefield; had beem alive 
in my days, they would ratheg have; invited me than 
ſhut me out of their pulpits. However;:Libelieve I 
ſhall ſtill propheſy on-thes/bick bought; aridl according 
to inyſaith, ſo zvill it be untume.] bave ſuund my very 
ſoul at times meſted down; ith ogitude at the 
goodneſs of God, to ſo unworthy a: ereiture as mys 
ſelf, whep IJ have heard that ſevdraltgaod pedpleiin 
London have aſted great: men, em̃pboxetiunder God; 
to let me preach in their pulpirs;:as uren Strert 
Chapel was too ſmall for me but gthid i favaur>could 
not be granted: I thodght my caſe ns ſunilar to 


hat of poor ſore: ed Leah, who ſaid, . The Lord 


iam that 1:was deſpiſed, therefore he gave mie this 
<« foralſe;” and I have now reaſon tu conelude wit 


ber, chat God hath. endowed me with: a\good+ dowry of 
ſpiritual children, though he ſaw. that Las hated 5 e 


theſe, ſpoited ſheep ſhall be for nine hire, when i hey ul 
appear before the Lord; ſo. ſhall the-righteouſneſs which 
have preached anfwer-for me, in that day when my miniſiry 

and the ſeals of it jtall appear dev to witneſs 


1 fer ne.. . Lopes We: 236 58 WM. 5 WWP 
I will now inform eee — 


dence of my God at the time of building the chapel, 


which I named Provipence CHAPEL; and alſo 


mention a few free-will ets 1 the people 
The 


offered. 
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Fbe⸗ name that I give: to the chapel has offended 
many.—Howey er, I have (ſince the naming af the 
chapel) ſeen a place called Providence Court, and a 
chapel called Trinity. Chapel, where the trinity is little 
known L believe: this was not the cafe at the naming 
of Providence Chapel. | 

But to return. They firſt N abaut eleven 


pound, and laid it on the foundation at the beginning 


of the building. Another good, gentleman, whom 1 

had little acquaintance. with, and of whom I bought 
a carriage of timber, ſent it me in, with a bill and tte: 
ceipt in full, as a preſent to the Chapel of Providence. 
Another good man came with tears in his eyes, and 
bleſſed me, and deſired to paint my pulpit, deſk, &c. 
&c. as a preſent to the chapel.— Another perſon gave 
balf a dozen of chairs for the veſtry; and my friends 


M rand, Mrs, Lyan furniſhed me with à tea-cheſt, = 
well-fared; and a [et of china. My good friends, Mr. 


and Mrs., Smith, furpiſhed me with a very handſome 


N 72 bed, begftead, and all its: funnilure and, aeceſſaries, that 


I. might; not be under the neceſſity of walking hopae 
in the coldiwinter nights .— Another perſon, tha, 
a daughter of mine in the faith. gave me 2 looking» 
glaſs for my chapel fudy—Andihber friend gave me my 


 pulpit-cuſtyon, and a book-caſe for my fudy.— Another 


gave me a book-caſe for the ry. And my good friend 
Mr. E ſeemed to level all his diſpleaſure at the 
devil; for he was in hopes I ſhould be enabled, thro* 


the ae arm of the, Lord, to cui Rabab in pieces ; 
therefore 


«| 
. 
y 
* 
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therefore he furniſhed me with'a ford of the' Spirit — 
2 ne bible, with Morocco binding, and filver claſps; 
Perhaps too, he had his eyes fixed on the rams horns 
and filver trumpets, which ſounded the deſtruction of 
Jericho; which ſome ſay typified! two ſorts of mi- 
niſters, namely, the literate and the learned; the illi. 
terate were repreſented By "the fan borns, and the 
karmed by the fiver trumpets — ſo, according to this, 
our bleffed Lord, who ſpake as never man'ſpake, and all 
his apoſtles, are jumbled in among the rams horns. 
But T'think as a ram's horn has a very rbngh unpleaſ- 
ing ſound; it rather typified the legal miniſtty under 
the law; whete ſo many rams were offereck; and the 
_ filver trumpets having a more plægſiuꝝ ſound, held forth 
the evungelicul miniſtry under the diſpenſation: of the 
Spirit; which exceeds the old oxconomy in glory, as 


much as the ſound of a fle lrumpes does that of a 


ram born. The Revelation of St. John holds forth 
every ſound from the death of Chriſt to the general 


judgment, to be by ſeven trumpets, not Borns. 
I think we may ſpeak thus without offering any vio- 


lende to the ſeriprures, and without the Dau or 


pedantry of a {choldy,/t 267 1 % 1e 2 6 
© A certain gentleman ſome tiene ago preached len 
Pharoak's-vifion'of the ſeven fat and ſevben lean kine.—: 
The lan kine he made out ta be poor, mean,” illiterate 
; and as he had a great many rich, dreſſy peo- 

ple under him, he made out the fat xine and well-fa- 
__ 0 hold forth the rich, honourable, and 
8 | learned 
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learned of the earth; tho God ſays, it is the rich that 
grind the face ef the poor, and eat up his people &s they 
would cat bread ; but I never read in all the bible that 
the poor ate up the rich; for I think every poor man 
in England will hold with me in this particular, that 
the rich are agreed to keep that perſon poor who is 
por. But I ſhall feturn to my ſubject, and leave 


theſe men- pleaſers to themſelves: 4s they ſerve not 


aur Lord Jeſus Chriũ but their oem bellies, and with fair 
ſpeeches and feign d words makes merchandize of their ſouls. 
But I ſhall ſhew that I have yet to ſpeak on the 
behalf of Providence, which was ſo conſpicuous in 
furniſhing me with money neceſſary for building the 
chapel. — I never went to one perſon to borrow 


money for the building, that ever denied me: Gd 


ſo opened their hearts, that I was amazed at his pro- 
vidence, and their kindneſs towards me. As for my 
friend Mr. Lloyd, in his cheap way in going to work, I 
believe he ſaved me uo or three hundred pounds at 
leaſt; which I ſhould not have deſired him to have 
done, had I been a man of property; for I think it is 
tbe duty of every man, who is able, to encourage trade, 


as trade is the firength of a nation; and ir appears to 


me, that thoſe who make it their buſineſs to ſhake 
thati pillar, are ſure to pull doun the houſe about 
_ their: awn-ears. ,- Seek ye the' peace of the. bs For iu 
| the peace thereof ſtall ye have fa. en ai zung af 
Some time after theſe things, God a wholly | 
te withdraw his conſpicuous providential acts; and 1 
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began to lay aſide my: watchfulneſs and daily depen - 
dence on his bounties, as my ſtated income began 
to be tolerable. However, it is the ſafeſt and ſweet- 
eſt way to live from hand to-moutb, as ſay thoſe who 
ſpeak in proverbs; for it is impoſſible for men to be 
ſo gtateful to God, hen they have a ſtock in hand, 

as when they receive a daily ſupply from a never-fail- 
ing ſtock in God's hand. After ſome little time I 
was forced to look to him again for temporals as 
well as ſpirituals;; for as my income increaſed, my 
family increaſed alſo; ſo that I was ſhortly brought 
into as. great ſtraits as ever: money began to run 
ſhort, and cloaths were wanting. But God, who: faint- 
eth not; neither is weary, was pleaſed to appear in a 
way of * y——_ and 1 this manner wee 


he humjelf : } * 
I had been 4 a bined whey in my Si whe 


den; and finding that it wanted a few additional ; 
roots, I went to a garden at a little diſtance: from my 


houſe, to look over a few things; and while I was 
walking about by myſelf among the flowers, a well- 


dreſſed -mþtherly-looking woman ſtepped up to me, 
and ſuppoſing me to be tbe gardener, (for my appear- 


ance was more like the //ave than the prelate), ſhe 


addreſſed me in a free and jocoſe manner; ſaying, 
« Now, Mr. Gardener, if you pleaſe, I want a root 


to put in my pot; and it muſt be a root that will 
laſt.” I looked up very ſeriouſſy at the lady, and 


replied, « Well, I beheve I can tell you where you 
may 


as * 
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may. get ſuch a root.” At this anſwer ſhe ſmilingly 
aſked, Where * Lanſwered, In the book of Jab; 
for he ſays, The root of the. matter is found in me, Job 
xix. 28, ; and if you can get that root into your pot, 
the root and the pot too will laſt for ever.” She then 
ſaid, ſmiling, «* And, pray, have you got that root 
in you?” I anſwered; and ſaid, * I verily believe I 
have.“ Upon which, ſhe. replied, © It is well with 
you; and it is very true what you have ſaid.” I then 
told her that I was not the gardener, but that ſhe 
would find him at the bottom of the garden, attending 
ſome ladies and gentlemen. She dropt me a curtſey, 
and. departed with: a ſmile. I thought by her perti- 
nent reply, that ſhe was not altogether ignorant. of 
that wiſdom which, dwells wpith prudence, and finds out 
knowledge of witty mnventiqns, Prov. viii. 12. and I ſe- 
cretly wiſhed that the words which I had ſpoken 
might dwell on her, mind, until the root of gaſdel love - 
ſtruck an everlaſting fibre in her heart. 
I believe the lady above mentioned enquired of 
the gardener who I v was; for ſoon after, both ſhe and 
her ſpouſe came to hear me, and have continued ſo 
to do ever ſince. May. God grant that the word 
of his grace may take deep root in their hearts, chat 
they may be trees of righteouſneſs, the ** band pla- 
ing of God, that he may be glorified. 
Some time after this, there came a a of, to my 
; houſe, and left: à letter for me, the contents of which 
were as nos Ba. Sir, I ih n would be at home 
on 


4 — 


| 
| 
| 


— 
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on foch a day, if convenient; as a perſon will call on 


you, to meaſure you for 4 great coat, which you are 
defired to accept, and to aſk no queſtions w Je per. | 


ſon who comes to meaſure you, &c.” | 


I looked upon this letter as ſent from IE enemy 


do the poſpel of Chtiſt; becauſe it came ſoon after 


my Bank of Faith had made its appearance in the 


world; and I daily heard of ſome profeſſor or other 


ridiculing i it, becauſe 1 had in it taken notice of very 
mfignificant things, at leaſt in their opinion. However, 
if their faith had ever been exerciſed with a hungry belly, 
as the prophet Elijah was, they would have been glad 


of a cake baked upon two flicks, and have thanked God 


for „eee the widow woman to fuftain them with 


. Kings xvii. 9. The Holy Ghoſt thought this 5 
5 providence of God, which appeared in ſend- 


ing the prophet that cake, worthy of being recorded 
in divine revelation: if ſo, what kind of ſpitit muſt 
thoſe profeſſors be of, who deem the ſpecial and mi< 
nute interference of Providence worthy only of their 
public ſcorn and contempt? Such men are rebuked 
even by the brute creation; for altho The ox knoweth 
his owner, and the afs his maſter's crib, yet the carnal 
profeſſor knoweth not the God of his mercies; and 


5 *though he loves the crib, yet he doth not ' confider 
Who it is that keeps his crib full. 
Some bought my book on purpoſe | to — 28 at 
ir, and then lent to others, for them to do he ſame; 
to whom God bleſſed: it, and inſtead of laughing at 


£9 it, 


* 
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it, they wept over it, and had their faith encouraged 
by it. Thoſe gentlemen acted the part of the pha- 
Tiſces in the Saviour's days, who would not accept 
of his grace themſelves, yet were made inſtrumental 
in bringing the poor adulterous women 10 him. And 
when thoſe perſons callqd on them to whom they 


lent my book, and heard how they approved of it, 


they ſneaked away as the above-mentioned phariſees 
did, as ſoon as conſcience had done her office 
Wiſdom!s children will juſtify their venerable mother, 


and diſdain to ſlight the breaſts that have afforded 


them perpetual nouriſhment, or to accuſe a poor 
preacher for endeayouring to encourage the faith of 
his poor brethren, by diſplaying the parental care, 
tender regard, and narrow inſpection of God in his 
univerſal providence, — know the word of God 
bears me out in it, and much farther than I have 
gone ; for I have taken no notice of the hairs of our 
head, which Chriſt ſays are all numbered, and nat one 
ſhall ever be loft ; nay, he affirms that there ſhall not 
an hair of our head periſh, Luke xxi. 18. But alas! 
ſuch men are not acquainted with the Spirit of God, 
- norof the word of God; if they were, they would 
| acknowledge the tender mercies of God to be over all his 
orks, Pſalm cxlv. 9. and his love ſeen in executing 
Judgment for the fatherleſs and the widow, and even to the 
Stranger. in giving him food and raiment, Deut. x, 18. 
Indeed, it is not worth my while to take notice of 


ſuch W or even to regard their reproaches, 
L for 


TE . CCC * 
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for no perſon's heart can ever be right with God who 
laughs at his word or works ; nor can they fare any 
better for their contempt of the truth than the pha- 
riſees did, who came to accuſe the poor woman 
even before Chriſt himſelf, whom Heaven had ap- 
pointed for her wonderful counſelor and a 
advocate. 

But to return to my ſubject: I was deceived in 
ſuppoſing that the letter was ſent as a trap to keep 
me at home on ſuch a day, that they might have to 
laugh at my vain expectation, as I conjectured; for 
the letter came from a friend, and the man came as 
was appointed, in order to meaſure me for a great 
coat; I aſked who ſent him; he told me that was to 
be kept ſecret: but as I ſuſpe&ed the letter to be 
a cheat ſent by ſome enemy, I infiſted on Enowing 
who ſent him; and then he told me he was ſent by a 
woman who once aſked me for a “ bor to put in her 
e pot.” 1 told him that T had got two very good 
great coats, but I ſtood in need of a cloſe-bodied coat; 
and if the lady thought proper to make me a pre- 
ſent of ſuch a one, I ſhould be obliged to her; but 
as for a great coat, I had no need of that: the maa 
meaſured me, and brought me the coat home; 1 
offered him a ſmall preſent for his trduble, but he 
refuſed it, ſaying that he had received orders not to 
take any thing. Chriſtian reader, give God che glory 
for his wonderful works, and let not fortune and luck 
1 ene e know, but who are they? 

Some 


ng 
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Some have objected to my book, ſaying, that 
aſking for carnal things ſhews a carnal heart; it is 
true, that if a man follows Chriſt for loaves and fiſhes, 
| it certainly does; but for a believer in Chriſt and a 
labourer in the vineyard to aſk his heavenly father to 


| bleſs the work of his hands, and to ſend him food 


and raiment, ſhews juſt as much carnality as the 
Saviour's looking up to heaven for a bleſſing to multiply the 
barley loaves, to feed his hungry followers, when he 
faid, I have compaſſion on the multitude, I will not ſend 
them - away leis, ft ay faint: by the Way, Mark 

Yi 299-5 
The man that robs God of his glory, and makes 2 
god of his money, ſhews more carnality than he 
does who prays for neither poverty nor riches, but 19 be 
fed with food convenient for him, left be be full and deny 
God, by giving glory to his o wiſdom or good luck 4 
or beſt he be poor, and fleat, and take God's name in vain, 
L eſcape the whip or the pillory,] Prov. xxx. 8. 9. 
I found, at times, a great defire to read ſome old 
commentators, in order to ſee how my judgment 
agreed with theirs in fome particular texts of ſcrip- 
ture; and when I have heard of a book coming out, 
1 have found a great defire to have it, if I thought 
the author was found. This booki/k fit coming often 
upon me, drained my pocket of now and then a 
guinea, which I wanted more ways than one; in 
ſhort, I found buying of books to be like Solomon's 
OCR In making many books there 
5 i 
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i510 end, nor is there any end in buying of them, ex- 
cept you have plenty of money to go to market with. 
However, the Almighty condeſcended to ſtop the 
rapid ſpreading of this diſeaſe, by the following 
remedy: I received a letter from an unknown Friends 
with the eint n 5 | 


Wan Mr. e 8 PO 1 to Mr. Hun- 

20 oa, begs his acceptance of a diſh of dead 
« men's brains; he believes moſt of them are of the 

„ evangelical family ; ; they will be with him in a 
c day or two: he is defired to aſk no e of 

& the bearers. Mr. Antiarminus “ 

C Dead man s . Nc. 


| What theſe Send men 8 brains were; 1 could not 
conjecture; but I ſuſpected ſomething to be ſent by 
way of contempt, as the doctrines which God bath 
taught me are point - blank againſt Arminianiſm; ; 
 howbeit, in a day or two, the dead men's brains ar- 
rived in a very large packing · caſe, brought by two 
chairmen, which I at firſt refuſed to take in, - ſu- 
ſpecting an Arminian cheat; however, I opened the 
wooden ſkull and examined the brains, and I found 
them to be three or four hundred books, or volumes, 
of divinity, geography, hiſtory, &c.; and in a few 
days afterward, he was pleaſed to ſend me another 
* diſh of brains, or 4 ſecond courſe, which he informed 
Wes by note, conſiſted of ſome good and ſome bad 9 
| and 


) 
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and ſo I found them: for, among others, were the 
tracts of the irreverent Dr. Prieſtley, cloathed in a 
ſuit of red morocco, embroidered with gold. I had 
not read much of him, till the Doctor's prieffly craft * 


greatly diſguſted me; I ſtripped a part of him our of 


his coat of many colours, and ſerved it as I think Chriſt 


will ſerve the author; that is, I cut it aſunder, and ap- 
Pointed it its portion in the fire, as the Lord will do 


with all hypocrites and unbelievers, ——1I confeſs I was 
much diſpleaſed to find ſome precious old authors 
who were adminiſtering comfort to the people of 


God, with nothing but a ſheep's-ſkin jacket about 


them; while the Doctor, that ſworn enemy to the 
God of armies, (buſy in undermining and deſtroying 
that comfort), was ſtrutting about with an embroi- ' 
deted uniform! Ah, Doctor!“ thought I, © I will 
put this ſcarlet ſuit-on-one of theſe old warriors, who 
have been good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chrift,” they ſhall walk 
in embroidery, for they are worthy : There were a 
few more ſly hypocrites crept in among them, which 
I gave houſe-room to, until I found them out, and 
then I ſent them bag and baggage after the doctor: 
but who this friend is that ſent them to me, I know 
nat, nor do I believe he intends that I ſhall. This 


_ preſent of books ſerved to quench my bookiſh thirſt / 


for the time being; for they will take me two or 
three years to read over, ſort out, and vamp up: 
and then N the fit may take me * 


] 
* 


nnn 
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Some time after I received theſe dead.men's braius, 
God was pleaſed to lay his afflicting hand upon my, 
body, and to bring me very low; ſo that he, as it 
were, laid me afide for a month. To this I very re- 
luctautly fubmitted, as I was very poor in pocket; 
at the ſame time, too, my wife fell ill, and my eldeſt 
daughter likewiſe: However, the morrow took thought. 
for the things of itfelf ;. for, i in a day or. two, a: perſon. 
braught-me, a guinea; another brought me two. gui- 
neas; and a few days after, a Lady ſent. me ſix: fo, 
that God paid me my wages while I lay uſeleſs, the, 
ſame as if I had been bearing the burden. H the dan. 

I learnt one bleſſed leſſon in this affliction, agree · 
able to that holy text which affirma, that al] things: 
work together for. good to: them that lope God, and are the. 
called according io his purpoſe For during my illneſs, 
I, was for: ſeveral, nights inſenfible, while the fever 
was at its height ; and during the time that I was in 
a, ſtate. of infenſibility as, to every. thing. around me, 
In diſcerned a moſt glorious ray of divine light which! 
ſhone- conſpicyouſly on the covenant of grace agreed” 
on in the ancient council and ſettlements of the Tri- 

ns Dity., ſweetly executed by Chriſt, and. reyealed by the 

Hoy Ghoſt; and of the ſtability. of it to ꝓoer peni- 
tent finners; and, to be plain, Thad ng doubt of my 
- own intereſt in it, This taught me a leſſon. Wwhieh . 
had long wiſhed to learn; having often thought 
With myſelf; © Suppoſe I ſhould die dliribus in a high. 
fever, or go out of the world without the uſe of my 
Ps 3 8 rational 
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rational faculties, how would it be then?” I now 
clearly ſaw, by this glorious diſplay of divine light, 
during my ſtate of inſenſibility, that the holy and 
bleſſed Spirit of God can, and I believe often doth 
operate as the candle of the Lord, as the Spirit of love 
and of power; and make his glory appear freſh in us, 

even if we ſhould be delirious ; as faith the Pſalmiſt, 
- My heart and my fleſh fail, but the Lord is the flirength of 
my heart, and my portion for ever: in which words I 
preſume ſomething more is meant, than ſimply heart 
and fleſh in a natural ſenſe ; for neither heart nor fie 
can ſupport a ſoul in a trying, or a dying hour. 

The ſweet and bright views which I had during 
my illneſs, grew fainter as ſoon as I recovered ; tho? 
there Mill appeared a glimmering ray of it at a diſ- 
tance, yet I never could collect my views ſo us to 
form them into a ſermon : but it afforded me great 
ſatisfaction to think of the condeſcenſion of God, 
who has promiſed to make bur bed in our fiekneſs, and 
as Our days are, fo ſball our flrength be. For my part, 
I comfortably believe, that a ſoul once effeQtually 
enlightened by the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall never totally 
loſe fight of the covenant again, as appeats by the 
prophets, who even in their darkeſt ſeaſons, ſpoke 
the moſt glorious truths, —O'! happy and bleſſed is 
that ſoul upon whom the Sn of Righteouſueſs bas riſen 
with healing in bis beams ; ſuch ſhall find: the Lord to 
be their- N el, _— IAG 
VO BF ieds. £1 


| L4 I once | 
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I once had a moſt glorious view of a paſſage in the 
book of Daniel, during a fit of ſickneſs which I had 
at Thames-Ditton. - The text that occurred to my 
mind was this: T ſaw in the night viſions, and behold, 
one like the ſon of man came with the clouds of Heaven ; 
and came to the Ancient or Dars, and they brought 
him near before him. Dan. vii. 13. This text roll'd 
over my mind perpetually during a great part of my 
illneſs ;—and brought great light and comfort with 
it, —and it led me to ſee the clear conciſe views 
that the old teſtament ſaints had of the bleſſed Savi- 
our. One of them ſaw clearly his ancient under- 
taking in the eternal council of the Trinity; and his 
goings Forth from of old, yea, from everlaſting. Mic. 5, 
2. — Another has clear views of his coming to aſ- 
ſume human nature; 'burnt-offerings, and offerings for fin 
 thou-wouldeft not, but a body haſt thou prepared me. Ano- 
therſawhis birth, and ſays, Unto us a child is born, unto 
us a ſon. is given. Another ſaw Herod that wretched 
Blood umd, grinning like a dg, purſuing or chacing 
the bind of the morning; and another repreſents Rachel 
as Weeping in Ramal, over her ſlaughtered grand-chil- 
dxen the offspring of her Benoni, the fon of her ſorrow, 
Angather ſaw. Joſeph and Mary bringing the young 
child o of Egypt; and ſaith, Out of Egypt have © 
callad m fon. Another ſaw him fitting among the 
Doctors, and mentions the firſt text that he publicly 
handled; The Spirit of God is upon ne, &c. Ano- 

ther | ſaw his harbinger * fen bis way before 
8 1 lum, | 
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him, and making ready a people prepared for the Lard. 
Another ſaw him tempted in the wilderneſs, &c. and 
at laſt placed on the pinnacle of the-temple, and 
faith, He ſhall give bis. angels charge concerning thee, 
and in their hands they ſhall bear thee up; left thou 
daſh thy foot againſi a ſtone. Another ſaw him in 
the miniſtry, ſpreading his glorious light and truth; 
and ſays, The land of Naphtali, &c. the people that 
walked in darkneſs have ſeen a great light ; they that 
dwell in the land of the ſhadow of death, upon them hath 
the light ſhined. Zechariah ſaw Judas ſelling his maſ- 
ter; —and tells the Rabbis, who bought his blood, 
1 caft the thirty pieces of filver to the patter. David ſaw 
the band of ſoldiers apprehending him in the garden, 
(and going back and falling to the ground; when 
Jeſus ſaid, Num ſeek ye?) and ſays, when they came 
to eat up my fleſh, they ſtumbled and fell. Iſaiah ſaw him 
nailed to the croſs, as a nail faſtened in @ ſure place, 
| that every veſſel of mercy even from the cups to the flaggans, 
might hang all their hopes/on him ( with ſafety) ; and all 
the glory of their ſalvation muſt hang there too, Iſa. 
XXii. 23, 24, 25.— David beholds this, and ſays, They 
haved pierced my hands and my feet; I may tell all mybones ; 
they flare and look upon me. Pſalm, xxii. 16, 17. David 
hears his confeſſion and complaint, My God, my Gad, 
zhy baſt thou forſaken me? Pſalms xxii. 1,—and ex- 
preſſes the cruel inſults of his murderers ; which was 
_ afterwards repeated, He truſted in God, that he would 
geliver him; let im deliver him, ſeeing he delighted in 
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kim. He faw them giving him gall. for his meat, and 
vinegar for his drink, parting his garments alt 
them, and caſting lots upon his veſture; and after 
_ thar;, yielding up his ſpirit 10 God, and ſinking into the 
ſhades of death.——Tfaiah ſaw his reſurrection, and 
ſaith, (ſpeaking by his Spirit), //ith my dead body ſhall 
hey ari N. — Hoſea faw him vanquiſhing Death, O 
Death, Neill be thy plagne ! O Grave, I will be thy 
teftrnttion ! "repentance [ſhall be hid from mine eyes — 
David faw him aſcend, after he had captured the 
Devil, Sin, Death, and the World g ſaying, He bath 
afcended on high, be hath- ted _ captive, and re- 
erived gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious alſo, that the 
Lord God might droell among them. David alſo ſaw him 
enter the royal pavillions of heaven, when he ſays, 
Lift up your bende, ye gates, and be ye Hfed up, ye ever- 
taſting doors, and the King of Glory ſcull enter in: This 
was' prefiguted when the ark was brought mto the 
tabernacle in Zion; but it was realized when the 
antitypical. Art aſcended to the right hand of the Majeſty 
on high, os @ Miniſter of the ſanfluary, and of the rue 
 tabernitle, which God pitched, and not man, Heb. viii. 2. 
—David likewiſe hears the heavenly anthems ſong, _ 
Who is the King of Glory ® The Lord of Hoſts, mighty 
in baitle + he then reflects on his own bleſſed hope, 
and fays, I. ſhall be e, ohen: 7 awake, zoith we'd i 


Akeneß, Pfalm xvii. 15. 


Daniel's faith takes him up where David left ow 


namely, juſt as-he aſcended, and ſaw the ſon of man 
TE, | | | | come 


An 1 BANK or FAITH. 151 


come with - the clouds of heaven : by which may be 
meant; firſt, the cloud which received him out of the 
_ apoſtles” fight. But the angelic hoſts, and the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perſect, ſeem chiefly to be intended 
here; the cloud of witneſſes with which we are campaſſed 
about, Heb. xii. 1. who fled as @ chud to the rock of 
ages, or, as the doves to their windows, Iſa. Ix. 8; and 
who like a cloud fled, and ſpread their heavenly teſti» 
mony among men, while their dofirines dropped as the 
rain, and their ſpeech diftilled as the dew, as the ſmall rain 
pon the tender herb, and as N = the graſs, 
Deut. xxxii. 2. | 

He came with the clouds liter and came to the A- 
cient of Days, and they brought him near before him. The 
angels attended his glorious majeſty, as their confir- 
mative head, and the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fect, followed him as their Redeemer, Saviour, and 
_ Almighty deliverer—and attended him to the Ancient 
of Days; and in all the glorious acclamations of hea- 
ven, they brought their glorions: head near before him. 
Mercy and Teuth being met together, Righteouſneſs 
and Peace kiffed each other; the grand Creator was 
well pleaſed - at the infinite ſatis faction given by the 
Surety, while all the hoſts of heaven atrended the 
ſolemn coronation or THE King or Kines anD 
Tor D' or Loxps, who appeared in his 8 (of 
human nature) dipped in blood. 

This was typified by the coronation of Solomon, 


vhile the acclamations of the attendants made the 
carth 


172 GOD ru GUARDIAN or RE POOR, 


earth ring again. But it was verified at the coronation 


of Chrift, after he had vanquiſhed all his enemies; 
there was & crown given unto him, and he ent forth con- 

quering, and to conquer, Revel: vi. 2 or, as it is in 
Daniel vii. 44, There was given him dominion and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, 


 fhould ferve him: his dominion is an everlaſting dominion, 
 - which ſhall not paſs aug. and Bis den that which 


| r uot be detroyed. es ert 


The triumphant church Ae who 7 7s the 1 


xs all, is the mother of Chriſt alſo, as touching his 


human nature ;—even as Chri/t's Father is our Father, 
John xx. 17, by ſpiritual regeneration. - Of Zion, it 


mall be ſaid, hat he was born in her, Pſalm Ixxxvii. 6; 


even as we are ſaid to be born of God, John i. 13. 
Salvation is of the Jews, John iv. 22, of them as con- 
cerning the fleſh, Chriſt came, who is over all, God bleſſed 
for ever, Rom. ix. 5. And it is plain, his venerable. 
mother the triumphant Church, dropped her crown. 
before him, and crowned him with the praiſe and 
glory of all her ſalvation at his glorious coronation, 
when God ſet his king upon his holy hill of Sion, Pſalm; 
ii. 6. And we muſt, while here below, copy after 
her, and ſubmit to the ſovereignty of his grace, his 


mental government, and eternal reign. Go forth, on 


> 


daughters of Zion, and behold king - Solomon with the 
crown wherewith his mother crowned him, on the day of 
bis eſpoufals, and on the d of the gladneſs of his heart, _ 


* iii. . 5 i 
= He 
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Ne aſcended his throne as David's fon hereditary, 
and as a lamb ſlain, to ſhew that he was to appear as 
a perfect ſacrifice once, ¶ for all his members, ] and now as 
an everliving interceding prieſt, io make interceſſion for us; 
He ſhall be a prieſt upon his throne, and the council of peace 
ſhall be betzween them both, Tech. vi. 13. Thus ke ever 
lives to make interceſſion for us. | 
Thus God led me to trace the bleſſed Saviour up 
to his glorious exaltation on his throne,—a bleſſed 
view. to ſee his human nature (which is a part of ours) 
exalted ſo high, far above all principality and power, 
and might and dominion, and every name that is named, 
Eph. i. 21. His being a lamb flain, ſhews him to 
be both a ſacrifice and a prieſt ; and his throne ſhews | 
his divine ſovereignty, as it is written, Aud I beheld, 
and lo, in the midſt of the throne ſtood a lamb, as it had 
been /lain, having ſeven horns and ſeven eyes : The ſeven 
horns were repreſented to me, as ſhewing his perfect 
and univerſal dominion ; or as repreſenting his ſeven- 
fold government; firſt, he is king of glory, P 
Exxiv. 10.—ſecondly, he is king of Sion, Pſalm ii. 6. 
thirdly, he is king of nations, Jerem. x. 7, —fourthly, 
he is king of {all earthly ] &ings, Rev. xix. 16,—fifthly, 
as the God of armies, he is king over all devils, Eph. 
iv. 8.—ſixthly, as the Hol r Oxs, he is king over 


all fin, Rom. vi. 14,—and ſeventhly, as the reſur= _ 


rection and the life, he is king over death, Hoſea 
xiii. 14. ; or the lord of life and death, Rom. xiv. 9. 
This is thy king, O a, * once came unto thee 
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riding upon an aſs, and on a colt, the fole of an aſs; 
who is now riſen, exalted, and crowned. - | 


| God the father delivers the book with all "RY 
| 1 his hand, which contains the father's will, the | 
number and names of all the elect, and all the pro- 


miſes which were made to Chriſt, and his ſeed , Which 


were theſe ; firſt God promiſed, that of the fruit of 
David's body, he would raiſe up Chriſt to fit on David's 


throne, and build up his throne to all generations; a 


' throne of grace to all generations of the covenant 
line; or all generations ſhall ſubmit to his iron rod, 
or peaceable ſceptre. This you ſee is fulfilled; he 
is crowned and ſeated upon the throne: of David ac- 
- cording to the promiſe, Of the increaſe of bis govern- 
ment and peace, there ſhall be no end, upon "the throne of 


David, and upon his kingdom, 10 order it, and to eſtabliſh 
i with Judgment and with juſtice, from henceforth even 


for ever. The zeal of the Lord of 0 zoill ow? ber. 


. this, Iſa. ix. 7. 

Secondly, That he would give him " cher 
for his inberitance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth for 
bis poſſeſſion 5—not that all the human race are the 


ſpecial gift of God the father to him, nor were all 


en by him; for all are not ſheep. No: But 
God gave bim powwer- over all fleſh, {to awe and con- 


troul them] that be might give eternal eee 


we e bath given him, John xvii. 2. 


- 3dly, The Father promiſed to give him the firs | 
- mercies of Dovid. Theſe mercies given to him as a 


fœderal 


pleaſure of the Lord ſhould proſper in his hand that 
kings ſhould ſhut their mouths at him, and that he 
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feederal head, were to be fure to all his ſeed, or off. 
ſpring ; for loving - kindneſs is never to be taken from 
him, nor the faithfulneſs of God to fail them, This mer- 
cy that was given to him as a federal head, was 
given to him as a king likewiſe, and is ſecured to 


all his ſubjeRs ; ſo that it is to terminate in one ſin- 


gle kingdom—a kingdom that will outlive all other 
kingdoms, and be proof againſt all revolutions and 
commotions whatſoever ; as it is written, Once more 7 
fhake mt only earth, but heaven ;—but we having received 
a kingdom that cannot be moved, let us have grace where- 
by we may ſerve God acceptably, with reverence and god- 


oy fear, Heb. xii. 27, 28. This kingdom fthall furely 
demoliſh all theſe earthly kingdoms, and make them like 
the chaff of the ſummers threſhing floor ;—ſurvive them 


all, and appear the only kingdom in the zew heavens, 
and the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. Thus 
mercy ſhalt be built up for ever, and [God's] faithfulneſs 
ſhall be eftabliſted in the very heavens, Pſal. Ixxxix. 2. 
4thly, God promiſed that the Saviour ſhould fee 
of the travail of his ſoul, and be fatisfied—that the 


ſhould have dominion from fea to ſea, and from the river 
to the ends of the earth. That every choſen veſſel 
ſhould be gathered by him, and gathered to him as 
their proper head ;—be governed by him as their 
rightful ſovereign, and wait for his ſecond coming, 
* . r 3 | | 45 
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* as the grand accompliſher of the whole divine ſcheme 


of man's ſalvation and glorification. 
'Then he ſhall appear to be admired by all that "IR 


and love the truth, when the world ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed, the myſtery of God finiſhed, the church exalted 
at the right hand of the king, in which will be ma- 
nifeſted the ſecret intention of God, which was to 
diſplay the riches of his grace in glory, by Chriſt Jeſus. 


The angels above, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 


perfect, who are perſect in knowledge when compared 


to us, underſtanding theſe things better than we can 
in this tate of ignorance, ſeem wonderfully enrap- 
tured at the exaltation and coronation of their great 
confirmer and deliverer ; and both angels, and glori- 
fied ſouls, each hoſt, ſung their coronation carols, — 
The ſpirits of juſt men made perfect began firſt, as 
it was impoffible for them to keep filence, when the 
Lord of Hoſts appeared in human nature, as one that 
had trod a wine vat; or, as a man of war, with his gar- 


ments rolled in blood: they ſaw the ſcars of war on 
his humanity, and the ſword of eternal victory by his 


fide, a proof of his Deity—He hath on bis vesTuRE, 
and on his THIGH, a name written, King or Kines, 
AND Lonxp or Lok ps, Rev. xix. 16. I ſay, the re- 
deemed firſt begun their carol ; this was prefigured 
when he rode triumphant into Jeruſalem on an aſs ; 
the multitudes pulling off their cloaths, covering 


the afs, ſpreading boughs, caſting their garments in 


the way, and crying, Save, Lord, we beſeech thee—or, 
re 
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de beſeech thee ſend proſperity. But it was realized 
when Jefus entered the heavenly Feruſalem above, not 
on an-aſs,—but in the triumphant chariot of an Al- 
mighty Conqueror ;—and where ke received the king- 
dom, while his enemies in local Jeruſalem ſent after him, 
ſaying, We will not have this man to reign over us. But 

den he had received the kingdom, he ſent for thhis armies, 
and deftroyed thoſe murderers, and brut up their city, 
Luke xii. 12. Matth. xxii. 7. 

When the Saviour entered the earthly Jeruſalem, 
ho faid, if his infant attendants held their peace, the fones 
zwould immediately cry out ;—how much more when he 
entered the heavenly Jeruſalem, where all knew his 
divine majeſty, his ſuper-excellent amiableneſs, and 
what he had done for them! They did not deride 
him, refuſe him, nor with-hold divine homage from 
him; but began their triumphant anthems (or ſongs) 
without heſitation, when the ſolemnity of his coro- 
nation was ended. — And he came and took the book 
out of the right-hand of him that ſat upon the throne ; 
And when he had taken the book, the four beaſts, (or 
_ repreſentatives of all the hoſts of goſpel-witneſles, 
including both miniſters and people but chiefly mi- 

niſters) and the four and twenty elders, (or twelve pa- 
triarchs and twelve apoſtles, the natural and miniſterial 
foundations of the Jewiſh and Gentile churches, as 
repreſentatives of them both) fell down before, the = 
Lamb, having every one & them harps, and golden vials 
Full of odours, which are x pl of ſaints. Aud = 
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fag. a neu ſong, ſaying, 'Thou art worthy to take the 
Book, and to open the ſeals thereof : for thou waſt lain, and 
gt redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, 


and tongue, people, and nation, and haſt made us unto 
- - bur God kings and priefts, and we ſhall reign on the earth. 
And indeed the militant church, whom they repre- 
ſent, does reign on the earth, through grace: but in 
the new heaven, and new earth, they ſhall reign with- 
out an enemy, and their king without a rival; :. 
The angels coronation carol comes next, and ends 
Vith a united chorus. Aud I beheld, and heard the 
woice of many angels round about the throne, and the beaſts, 
aud the elders ; and the number of them was ten thouſand 


limes ten thouſand, and thouſand of thauſands ; hing, 


with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that vas ſlain to 
: receive power, to govern; and riches, to endow and 
| wiſdom, | to direct; and ftrength, to ſupport; and po. 
nour, as an everlaſting Father; and ylory, as the God 
of all ſalvation; and bleſſing, as the ſinner's er 
immutable, avd beſt friend, Rev. v. 3 
No comes the united chorus; — ſqme hymn his 
glorious grace, ſome his creation work, and ſome' his 


| univerſal providence, which | is echoed from the hea- 


vens, the church, the world, and the fea, Ad every 


FtƷrature which is in heaven, BY on "the earth, and under 


on the earth, and ſich as are in the ſea, and all that are in 
' them, heard I, ſaying," Bleſing, and Honour, and glory; 
and power, be unto- bim that Jiteth pon the throne, "and 


: Ks N for ever . ever. And the four beafls 
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temporal mexcies, jnoluded in them; and ſurely he 
| E be a native of 1 or a baſtard Jew, that 
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faid, Amen, Rev. v. 13. Thus the fruit of David's | 


body aſcended the throne, and appeared as a lamb 
ſlain.—As God, he never was from the throne ;—for, 


as God, he is both throne and king too. As man he 


was crowned, and as man he received wiſdorn, power 
and ftrength ; and, as God-man, he received ho- 
nour, and glory, and bleſſing; — but as God he could 


receive nothing for all things were created by him, 


and for him, and by him all things conſiſt. 
Reader, I could have mentioned many more bleſ- 

fings which came to me in a way of providence ; 

but as I have recited, perhaps, too many of them al- 


ready, I have here given thee'a few fathoms of hea» 
venly meditation, which the God of all grace ena 


bled me to found this myſtery with, in a fit of fickneſs 
which came upon me  at- Thames-Ditton; - Then it 


was, that I received the gteateſt part of this conſiſtent 


chain, the links of which kept every faculty of my 
ſoul, and every thought of my heart, ſo delighted and 
entertained, that I ſat down a moſt willing, ſubmiſſive, 


and delighted captive at the foot of my prevailing 


lover, and Almighty. conqueror. 
If my reader ſhould meet with any worldly pro- 
feſſor, who tells him that temporal mercies are not 


promiſed to us, nor to be ſought by us, let him ex- 


amine all the prayers that are left upon record in the 
Bible, and he will find nine out of ten of them have 


contradicts 
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ebntrattics the conſecrated languages, and gives the 
Divite Speaker the lie. Such men appear to me to 
de the figurative offspring of Epicurus, who firſt aſ. 
faulted the doctrine of (providence; and Otta declares 
of him, that by making God careleſs of the affairs of men, 
be utterly ſubverted all religion. And 1 think Ariſto- 
tle's reply to Epicurus's ſyſtem of nullity, is e 
ble to many baſtard profeſſors. i in our days; 
therefore I ſhall bring him in to rebuke ee — 
Diverſiy of queſtions, ſays he, requires diverſity of an- 
fwvers. Some aſk whether fire be hot ! Theſe muſt be an- 
 fivered hy being made to touch it. Some aſt whether their 
parents are to be honoured | Theſe are not to he  dfcomſed 
_ 20ith, but rebaked, Others aſk wwhether there be any Pro- 
widente thut rules the world, and refuſe to believe it with= 
ou apparent demonſtration Such men ſhould be anſwered 
by a tohip, rather than by a philoſopher.—Reader, fare 
thee well. Grace and men be my . Y 
wie 1 genes 2 T 
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